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ro . GRACE de 


Primate of IRELAND 


May it pleaſe tn )- DS1a65 
TAKE this occafion,. as I 
ſhall every other, of publicly 

aVowing the honour I bear you: 

although with little advantage to 
you, or diſtinction to myſelf; un- 
leſs merely in the manner of pro- 
feſſing that venerat ion and eſteem, 
which is borne you, alike, by 
every man of this nation; where 

you are juſtly conſidered as a 

public parent, equally loved and 

honoured. How well you are in- 
titled to this appellation, will 
ſufficiently appear, when it is 

42717 


ti 1 


remembred, that to you, under 
; Gon, this nation owes the main 


ſupport of her Poor, in their late 
general calamity. The famine was 


far extended, and the mortality 


begun; when your unexampled 


and unbounded charity, like the 


ſacred cenſer in the hand of 
Aaron, interpoſed between the 
living and the dead, and 7Zhe 


plague was ſtayed. 


THE preſent age ſufficiently 
acknowledge this, and poſterity 
will know it, without the aid of 
this anonymous and ſhort-lived 
letter; and perhaps may learn 
from this, and other coeval 
(tho' leſs eminent) inſtances, that 
wealth is ſometimes: more uſeful 
in the hands of the clergy, than 
ſome of their lay-brethren have 


always been willing to allow. It 


may 


Tv] 

may prove an occafion of letting 
their own equal inquiries inform 
them, in what hands it is more vir- 
tuouſly or honourably imployed, in 
the proſperous days of the commu- 
nity; or with more public ſpirit, 
and Chriſtian benefieence, in thoſe 
of its diſtreſs. Yours,” my Lord, 

was then confeſſedly a public Fund, 
a a pure and falutary fountain, from 
whence all that thirſted might 
draw and drink; and did fo, by 
many thouſands a day; to the 
ſaving of ſuch a multitude of lives, 
as will be utterly incredible with 
poſterity. 

. Mar the Providghd of Gov, 
eehte ſeen in your advancement 
to this high ſtation) that Provi- 
dence, which hath remarkably 
bleſſed you with very uncommon 
vigour, both of body and mind, to 
this 


[vi] 

this advanced age, long continue 
both to you, and you to us! And 
may you conclude your bleſſed 
life, as you have led it, after the 
example of your LORD and 
SAVIOUR, Aoing good / 

THis end, and this example, 
we all ſhould have in view, in all 
our purpoſes, as, I truſt in Gov, 
the author of this book had, both 
in publiſhing-1t to the world, and 
inſcribing it to you; for in truth, 
he expects no addition, either of 
honour or intereſt, to him, from 
this unauthentic proof of his being, 
with the trueſt —— and 


eſteem, 


Dur GRACE 
11 oft dutiful, and moſt obedient, 
BO 0200 Nie bumble Servant, 
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FHiſtoric al Accou nt 
Of the LIFE and REIGN of 


King DAVID. 


ai 


. 1 


C HAEIT 
Da AVI D; 5 bebolding Bathſheba batheing 
© herſelf, falls under the Temptation; 
and hath criminal Commerce with 
ber: Uriah's Death the inevitable 

| Conſequence of this Commerce. 


N the cloſe of the laſt book, we left 
| David in. the heighth of hols and 
happineſs; ; his country flouriſhing, his 
armies ſucceſsful, and his enemies at his feet. 
But the heighths of fortune and felicity are 
Vo. III. 3 not 


2 An Hiſtorical Account of 


not here the ſecureſt and the ſteadieſt ſtations: 
tempeſts and temptations encompaſs them; 
which ſuffer nothing ſerene and | a 
in this frail, unſtable ſtate. 

Taz ſeaſon of warfare returned; 5 
Anmonitet were the enemies; and indignities, 
perſonal to David, were to be vindicated; 
decency and dignity more naturally referred 
them to the chaſtiſement of others. Joab 
therefore, and all Mrael with him, were 
ſent into the field, and Devid continued at 
home, 

_ Joas, altho 3 off victorious in the 
laſt expedition, had however been reduced to 
— great ſtreights.; ſeemingly from ſome defect 
in his own conduct. And therefore David 
ſeems to have been now more than ordinarily 
careful, to ſend him out well attended, In- 
aſmuch as he ſent out not only all the flower 
of the 1/raelite forces, but likewiſe his own 
life-guard (his worthies, as I apprehend, in- 
cluded) along with him . And the effects 
were anſwerable: for the text tells us, that 
they deſtroyed the children of Ammon, and 


* So I think we are well warranted to underſtand 
thoſe words, 2 Sam. xi. 1. . and his 
feruants with him, and all Iſrael. 

befieged 


the Life of King DAVID. 3 
befieged Rabbah, (their capital) buf David 
tarried ſtill at Feruſalem. 

And it came to paſs, that whilſt he was 
there, riſing one evening from his afternoon's 
reſt, and walking upon the roof of his houſe, 
to enjoy the refreſhment of the evening air; 
the uſual relief of warmer climates ; he hap- 
pened unfortunately to caſt his eye upon a 
moſt beautiful woman, who was batheing 
herſelf for health and refreſhment, in that 
cool and ſeaſonable hour: but whether in 
het garden, or court-yard, overlooked by 
the palace, or in ſome apartment of her 
hotſe, whoſe windows opened that way, is 
not certain. Tradition points out the place 
of a fountain, ſtill called after her name: 
which ſhould make it probable, that ſhe 
bathed in a garden, did not Foſephus ex- 
preſly declare, that it was in her own houſe, 
And indeed the natural modeſty and decency 
of the ſex, and circumſtance of the time, 
(the evening) make his account much more 
credible. And it is certain, that the declining 
rays of the ſun, ſhooting into the inmoſt 
receſſes of her chamber, at that time of the 
day, and throwing a great luſtre around 
her, might diſcover her very clearly, to very 

B 2 diſtant 


| \ 
4 An Hiſtorical Account of 
diſtant eyes, / without the leaſt ſuſpicion on 
her part, of any poſſibility of her being ſeen: 
and, of conſequence, conſiſtently with all 
the reſerve of modeſty, However, this only 
is undoubted ; that David, ſtruck with her 
perſon and beauty, which, ſuppoſing it un- 
der the conduct of the moſt guarded modeſty, 
might yet, in the action of batheing, be, to 
him, a fight new, extraordinary, and ſur- 
priſing, (and ſuch perhaps, as few, modeſt 
men have ever beheld but by accident) 
ſuffered himſelf to be too much tranſported 
with it, and fell at once under the tempta- 
tion. For, inquiring in the inſtant, and 
learning who ſhe was, he ſent, and had her 
brought into his apartment : where he had 
criminal commerce with her ; and ſoon after 
ſuffered her to return to her houſe. | 
Al this was a ſudden, and, as it ſhould 
ſeem from Nathan's parable, a ſecret tranſ- 
action. | 
ISHALL not take upon me to account for 
this quick impetuous paſſion, (the ſtarts of 
paſſion are perhaps the ſtrangeſt phænomena 
in our frame) and much leſs will I preſume 
either to excuſe, or inſult it: one thing only 
we know, that e in any degree im- 


pairs 


4 . 
4 * 


the Life of King David. «5 
pairs the power of reaſon, adds ſo much | 
to the power of paſſion ; and poſſibly that 
numbneſs of reaſon, that. ſtupidity which 
never fails to attend an afternoon's ſleep, up- 
on a full meal, might have been one ingre- 
dient, or ſome way or other an addition to 
the extravagance of this; at leaſt, the hu- 
mane reader will pardon me the weakneſs of 
wiſhing to alleviate it. 

THE woman was Bathſheba, the wife of 
Uriah, one of the king's worthies, and then 
with Joab in the field. And it was eaſy for 
the king to ſend for her, under the pretext 
of conveying ſome diſpatches to her huſband, 
thro' her hands. 

War the ſtate of David's mind was, 
when the tumult of paſſion was laid, Bath- 
ſheba departed, and reaſon returned, I ſhall 
not take upon me to paint, The calm re- 
flections of a ſpirit truly religious, will beſt 
imagine the horrors of ſo complicated a 
guilt, upon the recoil of conſcience. When 
all thoſe paſſions, whoſe blandiſhments, but 
a few moments before, deluded, ſeduced, and 
overſet his reaſon, now reſumed their full 
deformity : or ruſhed into their contrary 
extremes; deſire, into diſtraction; the ſweets 

B 3 of 
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of pleaſure, into bitterneſs of ſoul ; love, 
into ſelf-deteſtation ; and hope, almoſt into 


the horrors of deſpair! The wife of one 


of his own worthies, apparently an innocent 
and a valuable woman, abuſed, and tainted, 
and brought to the very brink of ruin and 
infamy! A brave man baſely diſhonoured! 
and a faithful ſubject irreparably injured ! 
The laws of Gop trampled-under foot 
of that Go, who had ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed, exalted, and honoured him! Well 
might he cry out in the anguiſh of this diſ- 
tracted condition; Fearfulneſs and trembling 
are come upon me, and horror hath over- 
whelmed me. In one word, his condition was 
now ſo dreadful, that it was not eaſy for 
him to bring himſelf to the preſumption of 
even petitioning for mercy! And this I take 
to be the true reaſon, why we find no Pfalm 
of Davids penn'd upon this occafion, Not 


that he continued any time, and much leſs 


along time, (as ſome have weakly imagined) 
in a ſtate of impenitence: that is, the ſtupi- 
dity, not of an initiating finner, but a ſeared 
conſcience, | 

BEs1DEs, had that been his caſe, the 
intercourſe had been continued, and the 


guilt 


the Life of King David. 7 
guilt repeated, which there is not the leaſt 
colour of - reaſon to believe, or even ſuſpect · 
Quite the contrary : I am ſatisfied, nothing 
ſucceeded this firſt act of guilt, but fincere 
repentance, the rack of conſcience, and a 
religious habit of abſtinence from. the repe- 
tition of it. The indulgence in guilt _ 
an impetuous, unruly act of paſſion; the 
abſtinence from repeating it, a calm con- 
tinued habit of religion. 

Hob x and bleſſed abſtinence! ſage teſt of 
virtue, and proof of penitence ! Could any 
merit in mortals atone for guilt, in the ſight 
of Gop, I own, I ſhould ſeek no other 
ſatisfaction for this, than the ſacrifice of ſuch 
an abſtinence, But, alas ! mortal guilt is not 
ſo expiated ; nor its dreadful a to 
be evaded, or eſcaped! 
BATHSUEBA was with child; . 
of her adultery inconteſtable; and the puniſh= 
ment due to it, inevitable, otherwiſe than 
from the cover of a ſubſequent commerce 
with her husband. Accordingly Uriah: is 
ſent for, and Foab ſecretly directed to diſ- 
patch him to the king, as from himſelf; 
probably, as a fit perſon to inform his ma- 
jeſty of the condition of the army ; and to 
B 4 receive 


* ; 
* 
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receive his further commands in relation to 


the ſiege. And it is certain, that if Uriab 


were Foab's armour-bearer, as Foſephus 
aſſures us he was, a fitter perſon could not 
have been choſen. er 

Wu he arrived, the king received him 
kindly; inquired how Joab and the people 
with him did, and how the war proſpered : 
And when he had examined him as he 
thought fit, directed him to go home, and 
refreſh himſelf, after the fatigue of his jour- 
ney ;-and when he was departed from the 
palace, ordered (as a fingular mark of his 
favour) that a meſs of meat from the king's 
table ſhould follow him to his houſe, It 
followed accordingly, but found him not 
there. For the text tells us, Uriah ſlept at 
the door of the king's houſe, with all the ſer- 
vants of his lord, and went not down to his 
houſe. 

Ware n David heard, that Uriab had not 
gone home to his houſe, but ſtayed all night 
in the palace with thoſe of his fellow ſoldiers, 
who then kept the ward of the king's houſe, 
he ſent for him the next morning, and re- 
buked him in a kind manner, for not having 
taken proper care of himſelf after the toil of 
his 
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his journey. Uriah, in return, gave the 
king to underſtand, that eaſe and indulgence 
would ill become him, in the preſent ſitua» 
tion of his majeſty's affairs, and hard ſervice 
of his troops The anſwer, in the original, 
is truly heroic : -— And Uriab ſaid unto 
David, The Ark, and Iſrael, and Fudah, 
abide in tents, and my lord Foab, and the 
ſervants of my lord, are encamped in the 
open fields. Shall I then go into mine 
houſe, to eat and ts drink, and to he with 
my wife ? As thou liveſt, and as thy ſoul 
liveth, I will not do this thing. 

Tae: reader, I believe, can have no doubt, 
that this diſappointment threw the king into 
great perplexity : he was evidently at a loſs 
what to do, or how to conduct himſelf: and 
in that doubt, commanded Ur:ah to con- 
tinue at Feruſalem one day more: Tarry 
here, ſaid the king, 70-day alſo, and to- 
morrow Iwill let thee depart. Accordingly, 
we learn from the text, that he abode there 
that day, and the next alſo, David was 
doubtleſs ſtill at a loſs what to do: and pro- 
hably not without hopes, that Ur:ah's being 
ſo long in the ſame city, with ſo amiable a 
woman as Bathſheba, might ſoften the ſeve- 


rity 
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rity of his reſolution, and induce him to 
make her a viſit — But in vain: nan 
determined, and inflexible. 

Davio had but one thing left to gain 
* and that was, to try what effect 
wine and good chear might have upon the 
ſoldier's ſpirit: Men of that profeſſion do 
not think themſelves bound (out of their ſea- 
ſons of diſcipline) to be ſttictly upon their 
guard, againſt ſuch occaſional refreſhments, 
and reliefs of toil ; which ſometimes make 
the wiſeſt men forget their ſevereſt reſolu- 
tions, and might naturally be hoped to have 
the ſame effect upon Uriah ; eſpecially with 
regard to a reſolution againſt nature, and too 
ſtrictly ſevere. 

Davio tried the experiment; but to no 
purpoſe, We are given to underſtand from 
the text, that he made Ur:ah drink to ſome 
exceſs, enough to diſturb his reaſon, but not 
to ſhake his reſolution ; for when he left the 
palace in the evening, he again reſorted to 
the king's guard, and paſſed his night with 
them: but went not down to his bouſe, 

Wu r horrors ſeized the ſoul of David, 
upon hearing this news, the next morning, 
is much eaſier to be imagined, than expreſſed, 

L He 
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He had injured' a brave man: to undo, or 
to repair the evil, was impoſſible; all that he 
could hope, was, to hide the injury, and 
not to aggravate by expoſing it. He had 
done all in his power, to effect that; but to 
no purpoſe — If the infamy were expoſed, 
it were in all appearance impoſſible to pro- 
tect Bathſheba : it is not clear, that he could 
protect himſelf, An affair of that conſe- 
quence would doubtleſs be braught before 
the ſupreme council of the Seventy, eſta- 
bliſhed by. Moſes * from its nature, the 


» 


* Some people infer, from the ſilence of the Scrip- 
tures, that the Sanhedrim had ceaſed under their kings : 
but they forget how abſurd it is to ſuppoſe, that a 
council ſo ſolemnly inſtituted by G o p, and in the con- 
tinuance of which, every tribe was ſo nearly intereſted, | 
ſhould ever ceaſe, tho? perhaps its power might, at cer- 
tain periods, have been conſiderably leſſened, and poſſibly 
was ſo now, | 

Beſides, there is, I think, a plain proof of its ſubſiſt- 
ing, deducible from chap. viii. of Ezekiel, where we find 
ſeventy antients of the people with Paazaniab the ſon of 
Shaphan (a famous ſcribe in the days of Jeſab) in the 
midft of them, offering incenſe to idols: who could 
theſe ſeventy antients be, but the Sanhedrim ? 

What their power was in the days of David, we can- 

ot ſay ; but what it was after the captivity, will beſt be 
rn'd from Jeſepbus e Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 17. Where 
vn nu apy, before them, „ a 
otorious robber to death, without their ſentence ; when 
he was tetrarch of Galilee, and his father procuratoy of 
Fudea, And it was as much as king Hyrcanus could do, 

to fave his life. 
moſt 
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- moſt ſolemn, and powerful aſſembly, that 
ſat in judgment in any ſtate! made up of 
the princes and rulers of every tribe. Among 
| whom, a man of Ur:ah's alliance * and 
- conſequence muſt have many friends; altho' | 
_ Juſtice ſhould —— oo to have its due: 
weight. : 
TRE 7 alan 72 a! the Joriſdition of 
this council, even over kings. I know they 
are generally disbelieved in this point ; but I 
ſincerely own, I know not for what reaſon, 
efpecially when it appears from chap. xxxviii 
ver. 5. of Feremiah, that the princes had a 
power which the king could not controul. 
Nav, altho it ſhould be imagined, that 
the Sanbedrim did not then ſubſiſt, I think 
there is ſome reaſon to believe, that the very 
prieſthood could bring both David and 
Bathſheba to public juſtice upon this occaſion. 
This we know, that they were able to put 
the law of leproſy in execution upon Uz- 
ziab, one of the greateſt princes of his de- 
ſcent; in the very height and pride of his 
glory (2 Chron, xxvi. 20, 21.); for altho 
he had then an army of four hundred thou- 


* He was married to the daughter of Ammiel the ſon 
of Achitophel. 
ſand 
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find valiant men under his command, 
thruſt him out of the temple, and ſhut —4 | 
up in a Jeveral-beaſe; to the day of _ 
death..--: 

\Tr1s: then ! take to i ants 
the truth of . David's caſe. He had com- 
mitted one great crime; and he was under a 
kind of neceſſity a * of protecting that, by 
committing a greater. He could not bear to 
ſee the innocent woman he had injured, 
brought to public infamy; and he could not 
ſcreen her from it, but by the death of her 
innocent husband. And thus adultery begat 
mu rder. Uriah was ſent for the next morn» - 
ing, and charged. with diſpatches to the 
general, * aer his own . 
warrant F. 1 
Ir is 8 to Dy . that whilſt 
we are toſſed upon the waves of this world, 
the boiſterous waves of paſſion and appetite, 


'* In the general the rule of duty is obvious. Aman 
ſhould die rather than commit fin ; but I cannot take 
upon me to ſay, that there is no 'poſſible exception to 
this rule: I cannot pronounce it impoſſible, . one 
ſin may draw men into dilemma's of greater. | 


7 Some have imagined, that Uriah forbore going to 


his own houſe, from a ſuſpicion of the king's commerce 
with his wife, Had this been the caſe, he had cer- 
tainly examined the diſpatches ſent by him to Foab. 


the 
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the very beſt men are but too much in the 
condition of St. Peter in the ſea ; they walk 
one ſtep upright, and fink the next. And 
ſinking one ſtep, if the hand of mercy be 
not reached out to reſcue them, they muſt 
fink deeper. David but this moment ſadly 


repented of one great guilt, and is now upon 
münzen, DH 
Tux reader will, I believe, be better 
' ſatisfied, to take the account of this matter, 
from the ſacred hiſtorian'sown words, 2 Sam, 
xi. 14, 15, 16, and 17 verſes. I can throw 
no light upon the text by varying them, and 
| Go forbid I ſhould with to obſcure it. He 
tells us, that in the morning it tame to paſs, 
that David wrote à letter to Foab, and ſent 
it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in tht 
letter, ſaying, Set ye Uriah in the fore-front 
of the hotteſt battle, and retire ye from him, 
that he may be ſmitten, and die, — And it 
came to paſs, when Foab obſerved the city, that 
he affigned Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were. And the men of the 
city went out, and fought with Foab: and 
there fell ſome of the people of the ſervants 
of David, and Uriah the Hittite died 


45 


UR1AH's 
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Uni Aan's known bravery made it eafily - - 
apprehended, that he would be foremoſt in 
danger : and of r * n 
in it, he muſt die. 

Tnvs fell this bare man; eee 
his own heroic vertue, and his prince's guilt; 
He fell, but not alone; ſome of his brave 
companions in arms & ſtood . the 
laſt, nor deſerted him in death. f 

Wu this black and horrid deed: was 
perpetrated, a meſſenger was immediately 
diſpatched, to carry the news to David; 
altho* under colour of informing him of the 
ſtate of the war in general, and the ill ſacceſs 
of the laſt atrack, — And the meſſenger 
was particularly inſtructed, that if he found 
the king's wrath riſe to a high degree, on 
account of the raſhneſs of their attempt, and 
too near approach to the city walls, he ſhould 
then add, that Uriah the Hittite was dead 


alſo +. | 


* And there fell (faith the text) of the aple of the 
ſervants of David : by which I underſtand ſome of bis 
worthies, the companiong of Uriah. 8 


+ In the text it is, Thy ſervant Uriah, &c. This ex- 
preſſion is, I think, a plain proof, that David's worthies 
_ particularly diſtingui ed by the name * D 
ſervants. | 


Joas's 
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man of uncommon addreſs: who judging it 
more adviſeable, to prevent the king's anger, 
than to take upon him how to appeaſe it; 
when | he had | given his majeſty a · general 
account of the army, added a relation of the 


7 late unlucky ſkirmiſh, in the following 


manner; That as they were carrying on their 
approaches to the city, the enemy ſallied 
upon them, and repulſed them to a conſider- 
able diſtance: but were ſoon beaten back, 
and purſued to the gates of the city. That 
in the ardour of the purſuit, ſome of the 
Vfraelite forces, approaching too near the 
walls, ſuffered by the ſhot. of thoſe who. 
defended them: That ſome of his majeſty's 
ſervants were unhappily ſlain upon that 
occaſion, and among the reſt Uriah | the 
Hittite, © © 

THe king, having all he wanted in the 
account of Uriah's death, bore the reſt of 
his loſs with ſufficient patience ; and directed 
the meſſenger to conſole his general upon 
this occaſion, by letting him know, that this 
misfortune muſt be numbered among the 
common accidents of war: that the ſword 


made no diſtinction between the hero and 


tho 


Joss meſſenger ſeems to have been 4 
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the coward ; but devoured all alike : that he 
muſt. make his battle ſtronger ; and perſevere 
in aſſaulting the city, till he took it, * 
ſo the matter ended. 

Wrote ver reads the account of this affair 
in the original relation, will eaſily be led to 
make this plain obſervation upon it; That 
David was wont to conduct himſelf in his 
wars, by the examples of the good or ill 
ſucceſs of the captains of his own nation, 
(in former ages) according to their good or 
ill conduct. And therefore it was, that Foab 
apprehended, he ſhould be upbraided, for 
ſuffering his men to come within the reach 
of the enemies arrows from the wall, with 
the example of Abimelech's fate, who fell, 
as Pyrrhus did, (and, what is pretty extra- 
ordinary, in a city of the ſame name) by a 
like inſtance of raſhneſs — 2 Sam. xi. 19, 
20, 21, And therefore Foab charged the 
meſſenger, ſaving, When thou haſh made an 
end of telling the matters of the war unto the 
king, and if ſo be that the king's wrath 
ariſe, and he ſay unto thee, Wherefore ap- 
proached ye ſo nigh unto the city, when ye 
did fight? Knew ye not, that they would ſhoot 
from the wall? Who ſinote Abimelech the ſon 

Vol. III. = of 
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of Ferubbeſheth? Did not a woman caſt 4 
piece of a milſtone upon him from the wall, 
that he died in Thebez ? Why went ye nigh 
the wall? then ſay thou, Thy n Uriah 
. the Hittite is dead alſo. 
As I have long been of opinion, that the 
Greeks borrowed moſt, if not all their my- 
thology from the ſacred hiſtory, the ſcheme 
of this work will, I hope, bear me out, in 
adding, that the fable of Bellerophon is, I 
think, founded upon the ſtory of Uriah. 
BELLEROPHON, who, as ſome ſcholiaſts 
think, ſhould be read Boulepheron (a council- 
carrier) was a ſtranger at the court of Pre- 
tus, as Uriah (being a Hittite) was at the 
court of David, He declined the embraces 
of Stbenobæa, as Uriah did the bed of Bath- 
ſbeba; and was for that reaſon ſent to 
Fobates, general of Prætuss army, with 
letters, which contained a direction to put 
him to death: as Uriah was ſent to Joab, 
David's general. And was ſent by Fobates, 
with a ſmall guard, upon an attack, in which 


tit was intended he ſhould be ſlain; as Uriab 


was by Joab, to that in which he fell The 
main of the hiſtory is the ſame in both : and 
the variations, ſuch, -as might naturally be 
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in fabulous imbelliſhments, Hence 
it is that the mythologiſt, not being tied to 
truth, thought himſelf bound, in point of 
poetic juſtice, to deliver the virtue of Bel- 
lerophon from the evil intended him: and ſo 


his hiſtory ends happily in this world; as, 1 
doubt not, Uriah's does in the next. 
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CHAP. IL 


D. avip takes Bathſheba 20 bis houſe | 
and makes her his wife. Gov ſends 
Nathan the prophet to rebuke him, 
and denounce the divine vengeance 
upon his guilt. 1 

HEN Bathfheba heard, that Uriah 

her husband was dead, ſhe mourned 
for him, according to the cuſtom of her- 
country : which is generally ſuppoſed to be, 
by the keeping of a faſt for ſeven days ſuc- 
ceſſively; eating nothing each day, till the 
ſun was ſet. And when her mourning was 
over, David ſent and took her to his houſe; 

and ſhe became his wife, and bare him a 

C 2 ſon, 
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ſon, the iſſue of his criminal commerce with 
her. | 1 
I x cannot be denied, that there was a 

manifeſt indecency in David's taking Bath- 
ſheba to be his wife, ſo ſoon after her huſ- 
band's death. And ſome think her com- 
pliance a proof of her indifference and diſ- 
regard for her husband. 

TuIs conduct will, however, bear this 
excuſe, that they were anxious to hide the 
infamy of their commerce; and to effect 
that, no time was to be loſt, If Bath/ſheba 
miſcarried, their guilt was concealed ; at 
leaſt, could not be proved. And if ſhe 
came to her full time, it was eaſy to pre- 
tend ſhe came before it; at leaſt ſo far 
as to ſcreen her from any criminal pro- 
ceſs : which could not be done, had the 
marriage been delayed. And in this caſe, 
Bathſheba may be pardoned the ſacrificing 
not only decency, but even a real eſteem and 
affection for her husband, to the neceſſary 
care of her own fame and life. Preſumptions 
indeed lay againſt them; and, in all appear- 
ance, this whole affair could now be no 
longer a real ſecret. It paſſed through too 
many hands; and is but too probable, that 

I David's, 
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Davi 45 Barhſbeba s, and Foab's meſſen gers, 
were in effect privy to it. And the birth of 
a child begotten in the time of Ur;ah's ab- 
ſence, the notoriety of that abſence, and his 
ſubſequent abſtinence from Bathſheba's bed, 
ſtrongly publiſhed both the guilt, and the j in- 
famy, to the thinking part of the world \how- 
ever it might be diſguiſed to others, David 
was too knowing, not to be ſufficiently con- 
ſcious of all this; and too honourable, and too 
conſcientious, not to feel the inherent, and 
ſubſequent ſtings of guilt, and infamy, deep 
at his heart. But what ſhould he do? Could 
he publiſh his own ſhame? Could he proclaim 
his own infamy? Private penitence was all that 
was in his power; and that could make no 
reparation for the public ſcandal, which he had 
brought upon the religion and people of Gop; 
which yet would be more public, and much 
more notorious, if he himſelf proclaimed it: 
and after all, poſſibly the ſecret v was yet but 
ina few hands. 

Ix this rack of conſcience, and diſtraction 
of diſtreſs, the Providence of Go ſea- 
ſonably and mercifully interpoſed : and the 
Lord ſent Nathan the prophet to David, 


to admoniſh him of his guilt, and to 1 — 
C 3 | 
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him to a public confeſſion of it. And in- 
deed a fitter perſon could not, in all hu- 
man appearance, haye been chen for ſuch 
a commiſſion, He waited upon the king, 
with the air of a complainant, who brought 
a caſe of great commiſeration before his 
majeſty, and ſubmitted it to his arbitration, 
He told him, in the words of the ſacred 
writer, for no other can do him juſtice, 
That there were two men in one city; the one 
rich, and the other poor. The rich man had 
exceeding many flocks and herds : but the 
or man had nothing ſave one little ewe- 
_ which he bad bought, and nouriſhed 
: and it grew up together with him, and 
with bis children ; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of bis own cup, and lay in 
his own boſom, and was unto him as 4 
daug bter. And there came a traveller unto 
the 2 man, and he ſpared to take of his own 
flock, and of his own herd, to dreſs for the 
way-faring man, that was come unto him; 
but took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed i it 
for the man that was come to him. 
Aud David's anger was greatly indled 
againſt the man, and he ſaid to Nathan, As 
tbe * lrveth, the man that hath done this 


thing, 
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thing, ſhall ſurely die. And he ſhall reftore 
the lamb fourfold, becauſe he did this thi ng, 
and becauſe he had no pity. 

And Nathan 2 to David, Thou art the 
man. 

IT is eaſy to imagine, how deep theſe 
words of Nathan, pronounced in all the 
dignity and authority of his character, ſunk 
into David's ſoul! eſpecially, when the 
prophet proceeded to a farther explication of 
them, in the following manner, wer. 7. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael — J an- 
ointed thee king of Iſrael, and delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul: and I gave 
thee thy maſter's wives into thy boſom, and 
gave thee the houſe of Iſrael, and of Fudah z 
and if that had been too little, I would mor- 
over have given unto thee ſuch and ſuch. 


things. Wherefore haſt thou deſpifed the com- 


mandment of the Lord, to do evil in bis 
fight ? Thou haſt Killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the ſiword, and haſt taken his wife to be 
thy wife, and haſt Nlain him with the ford 
of the children of Ammon. Now therefore 
the fword ſhall never depart from thine- 
houſe, Becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, and haſt 
taken the wife of Uriah to be thy wife, 
C 4 thus 


24 An Hiftorical Account of 
thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will raiſe up. 
evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe, and 
T will take thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and he ſhall lie 
with thy wives in the fight of this ſun : for 
thou didſt it ſecretly ; but I will dothis thing 
befare. all Iſrael, and before the ſun *. 
HERE he pauſed — And David, over- 
whelmed with ſhame, ſtung with remorſe, 
and oppreſſed with a dreadful ſenſe of the 
divine vengance, impending, and ready to 
fall down upon himſelf, and- his family, 
could only give utterance to this ſhort ſen- 
tence — T have ſinned againſt the Lord 
Towhich Nathan immediately ſubjoined—— 
The Lord alſo hath put away thy fin + ; thou 


*- Here is a long train of temporal calamities and 
chaſtiſements to be inflited upon David, on the ſcore 
of his guilt ; but the candid reader will pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve, that they are all to be inflicted upon him in this 
world : that there is not the leaſt hint of any part of 
his puniſhment's being deferred to the next: even morta 

ilt (the eternal vengeance due to it being — 

all its remaining puniſhment in this world: and 
ſhall what ſome call venia/ guilt be chaſtiſed in the next? 

The inference is obvious: Nathan knew nothing of 
purgatory! or, if he did, he ſlipt the faireſt on 
of revealing it to the world, that ever offered itſelf. 

I That is the mortal guilt, and eternal puniſhment; 
together with the temporal puniſhment of death due to 
that offence by the Moſaic law. | 

ſhalt 


ww 
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2 not die, Howheit, becauſe by this deed 
thou haſt. given great occaſion to the-enemies of 
the Lord to blaſpheme, the child alſo *, 1. 14 


born unto thee, ſhall ſurely die. | 
THERE is ſomething unſpeakably B= 

clous in this ſudden ſentence of pardon pros; = 
nounced by the prophet, in the inſtant of 
David's confeſſion of guilt, and humiliation; 
before GoD. But I think we may fairly 
infer from it, that this pardon was not 
purchaſed by that inſtantatieoug ſubmiſſion 3- 
but that in truth it was now only declared, 
but purchaſed at the price of à long pre- 

ceding penitence; Nor is it otherwiſe to be 
accounted for, conſiſtently with God's in- 
nate abhorrence of guilt, and eſtabliſhed ex- 
traordinary methods of reconciliation and for- 

giveneſs: which they would do well ſeriouſſy 
to revolve, who imagine that Dauid was in 

a ſtate of impenitence, from the day of his 
firſt commerce with Bath/heba, till this in- 
ſtant. A ſuppoſition (in my apprehenſion) 

as injurious to David, as it 18 dangerous to. 
true religion. | 


* The chaftiſement of this guilt ſhall be ſcen alſo in 
the child who was the offspring of it. | 


TRA 


| . 
26 An Hiftorical Account of 
Tur he had in fact ſorrowed for theſe 
fins, confeſſed to Almighty Gop, and car- 
neſtly implored forgiveneſs, before the par- 
don pronounced by Nathan, is to me evident 
from Pſalm xxxii. in which, now reinſtated 
in the favour of Gop, and happy beyond 
expreſſion upon that account, he moſt beau-: 
tifully and feelingly deſcribes the diſtreſſed 
condition he was in, before that pardon was 
pronounced; his body diſtempered, and 
waſted with grief, and his mind upon the 
rack. 1 is 709 7 71 31 g 
Men J kept filence*, my bones waxed' 
old, thro' my roaring, all the day long. For 
day and night thy hand was heavy upon me 
| T acknowledged my fin unto thee: and mine 
iniquity have I not bid: I ſaid I will confeſs 
my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord. And thou 
forgaveſt the iniquity of my fin. Selah—- 
And what was the conſequence ? ——— 
His moiſture was turned into the dry- 
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* Some have inferred from theſe words, That David 
continued ſome time impenitent ; but, for my own part, 
I can only infer from them, that he was for ſome time 
under ſuch a ſenſe of guilt, as would not let him pre- . 
fume to pray: and ſuch a filence is the beſt proof of true 
compunction of conſcignce. Had he been long impeni- 
tent, /it were impoſibſe for him to ſay ; Mine iniguity 
have I not bid. | 8 
; neſs 
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neſs + of ſummer — The change was, 'as 
if he had been removed at once from the 
depth of winter, into midſummer ; as if all! 
the ſtorms, and rains, and clouds of that 
gloomy ſeaſon, (the fineſt emblems of grief) 
were changed, at once, into ſerenity and ſun- 
mine: all heaven | clear, uncloaded, and 
ſmiling upon him. 

Taz fame thing is alſo evident, as I ap- 
prehend, from 7 alm cxxx, plainly writte! 
in the ſpirit of a ny who truſted in the 
infinite mercy of Gop, and hoped for for- 
giveneſs, but had not yet obtained it A 
Bur to proceed 

Da vip, being now fully ſatisfied, that his 
guilt was too well known to the wid and 
that Go p would purſue it with public venge- 
ance, found it high time to do every thing 


1 80 the word ſhould be tranſlated, 3 
3- If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what i Fs 
done amiſs O Lord, who may abide it f 
b N there is mercy with thee : therefore. ſhalt 2 
rare 


5. T look for the Lord, my fout doth wait for him i 
his word is my tru 


6. My /o lb unto the Lord: before the morning+ 
watch, I ſay, 22 the the Loni: defi ge, 
7. 0 ſrael, truſt in the Lord; for. with the Lord' 
there is + with him is js pages redemption, 
8. 4nd be fball redeem Iſrael from all hit fins, 
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that i in him lay, to wipe off the reproach he 
had brought upon his holy religion, and male 
all poſſible reparation for the offence he had 
given to Gop and man; and (I doubt not) 
rejoiced in, the occaſion of taking public 
ſhame to himſelf, for ſuch, complicated and 


aggravated guilt ; and making a public con- 
feſſion of it before the whole world. 


And to this purpoſe, he then, compoſed and 


publiſhed. the, fifty-firſt P/alm, directing it 
To the chief muſician, ; ;..and, without doubt, 
commanding 1 it to be publicly ſung in the 
tabernacle, in the preſence of all his people: 
himſelf attending, and PRO before the 
throne of- mercy. 

Ir is ſurely matter of 8 curioſity 


to contemplate upon David, in this con- 


dition. Behold the greateſt monarch of the 
earth, thus humbled for his ſins before 
Gop! confeſſing his ſhame, with contrition, 
and confuſion of face! calling ont for mercy, 
and imploring pardon, in the preſence of his 


meaneſt ſubjects! There is ſomething in ſuch 


an image of penitence, more fitted to ſtrike 
the ſoul with a dread and abhorrence of guilt, 
than it is poſſible to expreſs : ſomething 
more wn more adapted to the human 

infirmities, 
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infiemities, and more powerful to reform 
them, than the moſt perfect example of un- 
ſinning obedience; eſpecially, if the ſuppli- 
cations and petitions he pours out to G'oD, 
be throughly ſuited to the ſolemnity of the 
occaſion, and condition of the penitent; as 


they undoubtedly are in this fifty- firſt· Pſaim. 


Here the penitent humbly and earneſtly begs 
for mercy — He acknowledges his ſin, and 
his innate depravity, the ſource of it — He 
begs to be renewed in the grace of Goo 
and in that health which the horror of his 
wickedneſs had impaired ——Above all, he 
earneſtly beſeeches Gop, not to caſt him 
off, nor deliver him up to a reprobate ſenſe: 
— Caſt me not away from thy preſence, 
and take not thy holy ſpirit from me 0 
give me the comfort , thy help again 
deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou 
God of my ſalvation — In one word, the 
ſoul of ſhame, of ſorrow, of remorſe, of 
ſincere repentance, and bitter anguiſh under 
the agonies of guilt; breathes ſtrong, and fer- 
vent, through every line of this hallowed 
compoſition, And it is (I doubt not) Da- 
vids greateſt conſolation at this moment, 
when he bleſſes God for the providential 


Cs! 
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effects of his fall; that thoſe crimes, which 
wrought his ſhame, and ſorrow, and infamy, 
have in the humility, the piety, the con- 
trition of confeſſing them, (in this and ſeveral 
other Pſalms compoſed upon the ſame oc- 
caſion) reſcued, and reformed, millions. 
Give me leave to add, that there were 
two circumſtances of diſtreſs, which attended 
upon David's fall; and have not (as I appre- 
hend) been ſufficiently conſidered by any of 
the commentators : and yet, they are, be- 
yond all queſtion, the greateſt, and the ſe- 
vereſt, that human nature can ſuffer, 
Tx firſt is; The diſtreſs he 3 
on account of the obloquy and reproach - 
brought upon the true religion, and the 
truly religious, by his guilt : And the ſecond ; 
The reproach, and endleſs inſults, brought 


2 upon himſelf, even by his repentance, and 


humiliation before Gop and the world. 
Born theſe are fully ſet forth in _” 
fixty-ninth P/alm. „ 
VER. 3. 1 am weary fete my 
throat is dried: mine eyes fail, while I wait 
_ my God. © 
| 5. O God! thou knoweft my fooliſhneſs ; 
x and my fin are not hid from thee, 
6. Let 
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) 


6. Let 2 O Lord 


God of hoſts; be aſhamed for my ſake : let 
not thoſe that ſeek thee, be confounded for my 
ſake, O God of Iſrael | | 


7. Becauſe for thy ſake I | have borne re- 


proach : ſhame hath covered my face. 

8. I am become a ſtranger unto my 
brethren, . and an alien unto my mother's 
children. © 

9. For the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten 


me up; and the reproaches of them that re- 


proached thee are fallen upon me. 
10. When I wept, and chaſtened my ſoul 
with faſting, that was turned to my reproach, 
11. I made ſack-cloth alſo my garment : 
and I became à proverb unto them, 
12. They that ſit in the gate, ſpeak againſt 
me; and Twas the ſong of the drunkards. 
13. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, 


O Lord, in an acceptable time: O God, in 


the multitude of thy mercy hear ay in the 
truth of thy ſalvation. 


14. Deliver me out of the mire, and let 


me not fink : let me be delivered from them 

that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 
15. Let not the  water-flood overflow 
me, neither let the deep ſwallow me up, 


and 
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und let not the pit ſhut Ar 20 upon 
me. 

I 6. Mics me, O lord; for thy: loving 
| kindneſs is good : turn unto me according to 
the multitude of thy tender mercies. © 

17. And hide not thy face from thy fer. | 
vant, for Tam in trouble: hear me ſpeedily. 

18. Draw nigh unto my ſoul, and redeem 
it: deliver me, becauſe of mine enemies. 

19. Thou haſt known my reproach, and my 
ſhame, and my diſhonour : mine adverſaries 
are all before me. 

20. Reproach hath broken my heart, and I 
am full of heavineſs. And I looked for ſome 
to take pity, but there was none; and you 
comforters, but I found none. 

LET any ingenuous man, who feels er 
virtue, and is not ſeared to ſhame, put the 
queſtion to himſelf: I appeal to his own 
heart, whether he would not infinitely rather 
die, than endure the ſtate now deſcribed ; 
one day forſaken by his friends, ſcorned by 
his enemies, inſulted by his inferiors; the 
ſcoff of libertines, and the ſong of ſots ? 
What then muſt we think of the fortitude 
and magnanimity of that man, who could 
endure all this, for a ſeries of -years? Or ra- 

ther, 
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ther, how ſhall we adore that unfailing 
mercy, and all-ſufficient goodneſs, which 
could ſupport him thus, under the quickeſt 
ſenſe of ſhame and infamy, and deepeſt 


compunctions of conſcience ; which could 


enable him to bear up ſteadily againſt guilt, 
infamy, and the evil world united ; from a 


principle of true religion ! And in the end, 


even rejoice in his fad eſtate ; as he plainly 
perceived, it muſt finally tend to promote 
the true intereſt of 'virtue, and glory of 
Gop ; that is, muſt finally tend to promote 
that intereſt, which was the great governing 
principle, and main purpoſe, of his life 
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S147 Atcount of Nathan the Prophet. 
De Chi born of Bathſheba ch. 
David Aal, and bumbles himfelf 

| before God in his behalf ; ; but to no 
Pum poſe. De Child dier. David's. 

vemariuble Reſgnurion ro the Will of 


God, Solomon 55 horn, and bleſſed. 


1 very thrjons and exquiſite: para- 
be of Nathen's, recounted in the laſt 
We which placed David's guilt in ſo 
clear a light, and at the ſame time ſo hid it 
from himſelf, as to extort his own ſentence 
of condemnation, from his own mouth ; at 
once ſo well concealed the criminal, and in- 
flamed the crime, as to irritate the king's 


reſentment beyond all the bounds of juſtice *. 


The author of ſo maſterly a parable naturally 


awakens the reader's curioſity, to learn ſome- 


* 55 *the law of Go$, the ſheep- tief du, at 


moſt, but reſtore four-fold, "Exod. xxii. I. If a man ſhall 
ical an ox, or a ſheep, and kill it, or ſell it; he ſhall reſtore 


five onen for an ox, and faur ſeep for a ſheep. 
thing 


7 
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thing of ſo extraordinary a perſon, But 
before I proceed to that head, it will be pro- 
per to obſerve to the reader, that there is one 
difficulty in Nathan's charge againſt David, 
which none of the commentators have 
cleared. It is this: It ſeems to be made a 
part of David's accuſation, 'That he married 
Bathftehs ——, Thou haſt killed Uriah the 
Hittite with the ſword, AND HAST TAKEN 
HIS WIFE TO BE THY WIFE, Now, 1 
own, I can ſee no guilt in this, other than 
that of multjplying wives, which the kings of 
1/rael were expreſly forbidden to do, Deut. 
xvii. 17. inaſmuch as no law of Gop, or 
nature, prahipit ſuch a marriage, any other- 
wiſe\than as they prohibit polygamy. Unleſs 
the prophet means, that he murdered Uriah 
in. order to make Bathſbebs his wife; which 
muſt be owned to be a very crying guilt, 

THERE is therefore, I preſume, no room 
for any other cenſure upon this part of 
David's conduct. He had injured (as I ap- 
prehend) an innocent, and a very valuable 
woman : and the only reparation in his 
power, and proof of his eſteem, was, to 
make her his wife, But, alas! this reparation 
to her, was none, either to Uriah or his 

D 2 family, 
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family, or the righteous Arbiter of the earth; 
or the reproach brought upon the true reli- 
gion, by this infamous behaviour, in a prince 
who was the great example, teacher, and 
guardian of it. | 

Bur to return to Nathan : 

Wr learn little more of this great man, in 
the ſacred writings, than that he was Davids 
prophet, intimate counſellor, and hiſtorio- 
grapher : and the knowledge of him in this 
laſt character, muſt raiſe the reader's eſteem 
of his modeſty to the higheſt degree: in- 
aſmuch as he hath been very careful not 
to make himſelf his theme ; nor ſo much as 
to mention his own name, where it could be 
avoided with juſtice to his hiſtory. Fo/ephus 
ſays of him, that he was @ polite and a pru- 
dent man : one who knew how to temper the 
ſeverity of wiſdom with ſweetneſs of man- 
ners. And Grotius compares him to Manius 
Lepidus : of whom Tacitus ſays, That he 
found him to be a grave and wiſe man, 
in thoſe times ; who had a talent of turning 
away the emperor's mind from thoſe cruel 
purpoſes, to which the vile flattery of others 
inclined him ; and was, at the ſame time, 


in equal favour and authority with Tiberius. 


3 » * 
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H x next finds ſome reſemblance in him, 
to Piſo, the Roman high-prieſt under Ji 
berius ; of whom the ſame Tacitus ſays, 
That he was not author of any ſervile 


ſentence ; and could upon occaſion moderate 
with wiſdom. But it muſt be owned, that 


the negative part of this laſt character is 


very far from doing juſtice to the genius of 
Nathan ; who ſufficiently appears, in the 
facred writings, to be rather an inſpirer of 
noble purpoſes, than a mere non-adviſer of 
ſuch as were bale and ſervile — Witneſs his 
ſtrong encouragement to David, to put his 
noble deſign of building the temple of G o p, 
into immediate execution. And it were but 
juſtice to add, That he could do more, than 
moderate wiſely; for it is evident, that he 
knew alſo how to reprove princes with au- 
thority, and yet without -offence ; which 
muſt be allowed to require very uncommon 
talents, with a dexterity of addreſs perhaps 
yet rarer. And this Nathan did, without 


being impaired in any degree, either of fa- 


your or affection, with David: quite other- 
wiſe ; he ſeems to have increaſed in both, his 
whole life long. But it muſt be owned, 
that his known character of being inſpired 

D 3 by 


38 An Hiſtorical Aecorint of 

by Gap, bore him out in this conduct beyond 
the lot of other mortals, and ſo juſtly en- 
deared him to David, that tradition tells us 

he named one ſon after him, and cotmmitted 
another to his tuition. And it muſt be 
owned, that Salomon, in all probability, could 
not have been placed under a better preceptor, 
nor one whoſe inſtructions would better in- 
title him to that bleſſed appellatian of Fe- 
didiab, or the beloved of Go v. 

Whoever conſiders the predictions of 
divine vengeance now denounced againſt 
David, on the ſcore of his guilt, in the 
matter of Uriah, muſt ſurely find them to 
be in their nature very extraordinary — His 
family to continue beyond any other regal 
race in the known world ; and yet the ſword 
to continue as long — never ta depart from 
it ! 

A K1NG— the greateſt of his time! 
his dominion throughly eſtabliſhed, and his 
enemies under his feet ; highly honoured 
and beloved at home, and as highly awful to 
all the neighbouring nations! — Such a 
king threatened to have his wives publicly 
proſtituted before the face of all his people? 
And what is yet much ſtranger, more ſhock- 


Ing; 
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ing, and more incredible, by one of his n 
race ! and, as a ſure proof of this, the dar- 
ling offspring of his guilt to periſh quickly, 
before his eyes! He alone, who fils futurity, 
could foreſee this ; he only who ſways the 
world, and knows what evil appetitgs and 
diſpoſitions, unreſtrained, will attempt and 
perpetrate, cauld pronounce it: and to put it 
beyond all doubt, that he did foreſe it, he 
immediately ſmote the child which Bathiſbeba 
bare to David, with a mortal diſeaſe. 
Davio had, upon his humiliation and 
repentance, juſt experienced one ſignal mercy 
fromGop ; he could not tell how far the 
continuance of thoſe holy offices might pre- 
vail yet further, upon a Being of infinite 
benignity. It is true, the denunciation of 
vengeance was poſitive ; but many ſuch de- 
nunciations in ſcripture, ſeemingly poſitive, 
are yet really conditional. Or, ſuppoſipg it 
poſitive, like the ſentence of death upon 
Adam, yet might it not be immediate ; but 
reſpited, as his was. At worſt, he could 
neither err, nor offend in that extreme. And 
for theſe reaſons it was, as he himſelf gives 
us to underſtand, that David (as the text 
tells us) beſought God for the child; and 
D 4 David 
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David faſted, and went in, and lay all night 
upon the earth. 

And theelders of his houſe aroſe, and went 
to him, to raiſe bim up from the earth: but he 
would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 

Tu us he continued faſting, mourning, 
and imploring Gop, for ſeven days ſucceſ- 
ſively. And it came to paſs (ſays the ſacred 
hiſtorian, 2 Sam. xii, 18.) on the ſeventh day, 
that the child died: and the ſervants of 
David feared to tell him, that the child was 
dead: for they ſaid, Behald, while the child 
was yet alive, we ſpake unto him, and he 
would not hearken unto our voice: How will 


be then wex himſelf, if we tell him, that the 


ebild is dead / But when David ſaw, that his 
ſervants whifpþered, David perceived that the 
child was dead : therefore David ſaid unto 
bis ſervants, Is the child dead? And they 
ſaid, He is dead. Then David (with a 
reſignation, and a reſolution, never to be 
enough admired and imitated) aroſe from the 
earth, and waſhed and anointed himſelf, and 
changed his apparel, and came into the houſe 
of the Lord, and worſhipped : then he came 
unto his own houſe, and when he required, they 


ts bread before him, and he did eat. 


: Then 
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Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What 
hing is this that thou haſt done? Thou didit 
faſt and weep for the child, while it was 
alive; but when the child was dead, thou 
didſt riſe, and eat bread. 
To this queſtion David made the maſt 
truly heroic, philoſophic, and religious an- 
ſwer, recorded in hiſtory: And be ſaid, 
While the child was yet alive, I faſted, and 
wept : for I ſaid, Who can tell, whether 
God will be gracious to me, that the child 
may live? Hut now he is dead, wherefore 
ſhould T faſt? Can I bring him back again? 
T ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return ta 
me, This, I will venture to ſay, is the 
nobleſt leſſon upon all that is — and 
religious in grief, that ever was penned. 

I eANNorT but obſerve upon this occa- 
ſion, that the thinking reader muſt find it 
very ſurpriſing, to ſee ſo wiſe a man as 
David, faſting and mourning in ſo extraor- 
dinary a manner, for a child, who, being 
yet an infant, could not poſſibly have been 
endeared to him, by any of thoſe blandiſh- 
ments which ſo ſtrongly engage the parental 
affections to their offspring; and who, as he 
Was a dreadful monument of guilt, one 

would 
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would imagine, ſhould be, to ſo gooda man, 
more an obje& of deteſtation than defire ; 
and muſt moreover, if he lived, be a per- 
petual brand of infamy upon his parents, 

THE true way of accounting for it is, 
by aſcribing it, as Le Clerc does, to David's 
exceſs of paſſion for Bathfheba ; which fo 
ſtrongly attached him to every offspring of 
. hers, and made him forget every thing in 
this child, but that motive of indearment. 
Beſides this, there is ſomething in human 
nature, which prompts us to rate things 
after a manner ſeemingly unaccountable ; 
and to eſtimate them, not according to their 
real worth, but according to the expence, or 
trouble, or even the diſtreſs they have coſt 
us. However, all this availed nothing at 
preſent ; dear as this child had coſt David, 
he now was deprived of him. 

Tus was the firſt inftance of the divine 
vengeance upon David's guilt, ſpeedily and 
rigidly executed: other inftances of it were 
fulfilled in their order, before his own eyes; 
as will abundantly appear in the ſequel of this 
hiſtory ; and the dreadfulleſt of all the reſt, 
The fword fhall never depart from thine houſe, 
fadly and ſucceſſively fulfilled in his poſte- 

rity ; 
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rity ; from the death of Ammon, by the ore 
der of his own brother, to the ſlaughter of 
the ſons of Zedetiab, before his own eyes 
by the king of Babylon. 

Gry me leave to add, (and let the rea» 
der make his own inferences) that David's 
guilt was more ſignally and dreadfolly 
puniſhed, in his own perſon, and in his 
poſterity, than any guilt I ever heard, or 
read of, in any other perſon, ſince Alam *, 

THe Jeus are of opinion, that his own 
decree of repaying the robbery four-fold, 
was ſtrictly executed upon him, And as he 
was profeſſedly puniſhed by the death of 
one of his ſons, for the murder of Ur:ab, 
they imagine, that the other three alſo, who 
died violent deaths, fell ſo many ſacrifices to 
the divine juſtice, upon the ſame account. 

Warn David had ſufficiently humbled 
himſelf, under this firſt chaſtiſement of Go 


* 'The d of Tamar by her own brother ; 
the death of four — three of them before his own 
eyes, and one by the hand of his own brother; the un- 
natural rebellion of one ſon, which brought him almaſt 
to the brink of ruin; the proſtitution of ten wives in 
the ſight of all his ſubjects; and the ſucceſſive and 
ſignal maſſacre of his paſterity; beſides the diſtreſs of 
his own — . and = bee added to, at leaſt, 
one cruel diſcaſe 


upon 
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upon him, for his fins ; and ſupported him- 
ſelf under the loſs of his child, by the pro- 
ſpe& of finding him one day again in a bet- 
ter world ; his next care was, to comfort 
Bathſheba the beſt he could, under their 
common calamity : and as ſhe appears 'to 
have been a meek and reaſonable woman, 
his taſk (we may well preſume) was ſo much 
the eaſier. She alſo, without doubt, re- 
ſigned and ſubmitted, and her reſignation 
was rewarded accordingly ; for ſhe ſoon after 
conceived by David, and bare him a ſon; 
and David, as he was now in peace with 
Go b, and foreſaw in the ſpirit of prophecy, 
that this fon would be a pacific prince, he 
called his name Solomon, or Peaceable. 

Ab as this ſon was conceived in inno- 
cence, in the happy ſeaſon of Go p's recon- 
cilement to his parents, and their eſtabliſh- 
ment in true religion, by ſincere repentance 
and humiliation before him; it pleaſed Gop 
to accept him, in a ſingular manner. Which 
is ſignified to us in the text, by that re- 
markable expreſſion : And the Lord loved 
him. And to manifeſt his fayour to him, 
for the conſolation of David, he conveyed 


his benediction to the ſon, by the ſame hand 
which 
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which had before conveyed his chaſtiſements 
to the father: he ſent Nathan to David to 
beſtow upon his ſon, in his name, the moſt 
bleſſed of all earthly, the moſt bleſſed, but 


one, of all heavenly appellations, Jedidjah, 
or, Tos beloved of God. 


—_— ao — —_— — —— 8 —— 


CHAP. Iv. 


The Fool ;ſbneſs of wicked Policy. David, 
upon Joab's Exhortation, goes to the 
Siege of Rabbah, and takes it. De- 


poſes Hanun : and puts the remain- 
ing Ammonites 20 Death, His Con- 
duct in this Point fuftified. - 


HILSI things ſtood thus with Da- 

vid at Feruſalem, the ſiege of Rab. 

bab till continued, being now far lengthened 
out into a ſecond year, David had hitherto 
gone on with uninterrupted ſucceſs, till his 
fins arreſted his proſperity, and ſtopp'd him 
ſhort. The truth is, all wickedneſs, beſides 
thoſe curſes and judgments it draws down 
from heaven, hath a natural tendency to 


defeat 
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progreſs of the beſt purpoſes ; as in the caſe 
before us: the Hraelites were to make an 


attack, to fly, and to be defeated, that Uriah 
might fall: Could any thing more naturally 
raiſe the courage of Ammon, or depreſs that 
of T/rael, than ſuch a project? Doubtleſs, 
there were many men in the army, ac- 
cuſtomed to be led out to battle by Urrah, 
and thoſe brave companions of his who fell 
with him ; and brought back with victory, 


leaders, with equal ardour? Or would thoſe 


Ammonites have any terror upon them, to- 


meet theſe leaders, who had defeated and 

cut off Uriah, and his brave companions ? 
And did not all this naturally tend to deject 
Muel, and inſpirit their enemies? Such is 
the -accurſed policy of guilt: ſelfiſh, and 
Mort-ſfighted ! And ſuch the truth and wiſ- 


dom of that noble maxim in the ſchoole, . 


That evil is not ordinable to good. 


TRE dejected ſpirit of the Vraelite army 


naturally tended to make their meaſures 
flower, and more cautious ; and of conſe- 
—_ to draw the ſiege into greater length. 

ä How- 
+ 


defeat the wiſeſt ſchemes, and check the 


and glory: Would theſe men be cafily 
brought to follow other, inferior, or untried - 


- 
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However, the lower city, 'otherwiſe called 
the Royal City, or the City of Waters, was 
at length taken: and the upper city, altho 
in all probability much ſtronger, from the 
advantage of its ſituation, on the top of 4 
hill, could not hold out Jong, when its, ſup- 
ply of water was wholly cut off. Of this, 
Joab, in all the generoſity of a brave ſoldier, 
and all the affection of a faithful ſubject, 
immediately informed his king; exhorting 
him, That he would come in perſon, and 
put che finiſhing hand to the fiege : L U 
take the eity, faith he, und it be calid after 
Tax h a gallastry, and a magnif- 
ene in this prepoſul, capable ef erating 
admiration in the meaneſt minds. The man 
that could transfer the glory of his own'con- 
queſts upon his prince, needs no higher an 
dogy. And it is but juſtice to the aracter 
of Jvab, to declare, that he is, as far as 1 
am infortned, ſupreme, if not "unrivaled v, 
in this ſingular inſtance of heroiſm. 

Davyrp 


* -It is true, Curtius mentions. a like conduct in 
Craterus, in telation to the fiege of Artacana (lib. vi. 
y 6.) ; but this conduct of Craterus was evidently the 

- „ Not generoſity, He well knew, that his 
| er, 
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David readily complied with his gene- 
ral's. monition ; and immediately aſſembling 
his people, probably thoſe troops of his militia, 
then on the duty of their monthly dane 
he marched them to Rabbab. | 

Amp here I beg leave to obſerve, that 
David: had, from the inſtitution of his 
militia, greater advantages for continuing 
ſieges, and being ſucceſsful in them, than 
any other monarch we read of in hiſtory : 
inaſmuch as he could ſend a monthly re- 
cruit of twenty-four thouſand men to his 
army, without departing from the eſtabliſhed 
order of his militia, or putting his people to 
any new. trouble or expence ; which could 
not but, be a; vaſt relief to the weary and 
wounded of the army, and raiſe the courage 
of the reſt; and at the ſame time, a. vaſt 
diſcouragement to the enemy, to have ſo 
many freſh men to encounter with every 
month, whilſt they themſelves were every 
day in a more weary and waſting way. And 


maſter, W 5 was the vaineſt and moſt ambitious 
of all mortals; and, at that time, tyrannical to a 
high degree: and therefore he did not dare to take 
the city before his arrival. Alerander now ſet up 
for a God; and ſo far aped that character, as not to 
oo his glory to another. 


* 


theſe 
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theſe I take to have been the people which 
David took with him to Rabbah; and with 
which he now, as the text informs us, 
fought againſt it, and took it, For if it were 
not to relieve the ſoldiers who were on that 
ſervice, there ſeems to have been no neceſſity 
of carrying new men thither, when the 
difficulty of the ſiege was over. 

TH E reader will naturally obſerve, that 
this was an expedition, and a conqueſt, 
which came very ſeaſonably to remove 
David's melancholy, to relieve his diſtreſs, 
to blot out the memory of his guilt in 
relation to Uriab, and to revive his glory in 
arms, And if Joab confidered it in this 
light, (as in all probability he did) the praiſe 
of his rug th is ſtill more ennobled in 
this view. 

RABBAH was a nghit; a large, and a po- 
pulous city; the metropolis of Arabia felix: 
watered, and, in ſome meaſure, encom- 
paſſed, by the river Jabboł. It had its name 
from its grandeur, being derived from a 


Hebrew word, which ſignifies to increaſe 


and grow great; and was now in the heighth 
of its glory, | 


Vor. III. E PoLr- 
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PoLyB1vus deſcribes this city “, as built 
upon ſeveral little eminencies, on the top of 
_ a hill, It was a conſiderable city when Au- 
tiochus took it, yet it then only covered the 
top of the hill; whereas it now not, only 
covered, but n it. And therefore 
it is natural to think, that the taking of this 
royal city brought David a great acceſſion 
of glory, as the text aſſures us it did of 
wealth. For we are told, that he not only 
took a crown of gold (adorned with precious 
ſtones) of a great value + from the king's 
head, but likewiſe, that he brought forth the 
ſpoil of the city in great abundance. 
Tar king, David formally depoſed ; 
| and Dr, Trapp thinks, that the form of his 
i depoſal was, by-arraying him in his royal, 
robes, (and probably placing him on his 
throne) with his. crown upon his head, and 
then formally diveſting him of all his en- 
l ligns of royalty, ſomewhat in the ſame 
manner, that the duke of Lancaſter depoſed 
Richard 1]. concerning whom Dr. Trapp 
adds this obſervation from his hiſtorian, Never 
| was prince ſo gorgeous with . glory, or 
| more grief, 


* Hiſt, lib. v. + A talent, 
| Amy 
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And it muſt be owned, that the text 
ſeems to countenance this opinion of Dr. 
Trapp's, in that expreſſion, And he took their 
king's crown from off his head -=— and it 
was ſet on David's head. 

Taz king now depoſed was Hahur, the 
fon of Nahaſh : and inaſmuch as we find 
Sbobi of Rabbab, another ſon of Nabaſb, 
ſome time after this, in friendſhip with 
David, and ſhewing him fignal kindneſs, 
at a ſeaſon when nothing but friendſhip could 
exact it from him; there is all the reaſon in 
the world to believe, that David, upon de- 
poſing Hanun, made Shobi his viceroy at 
Rabbah ; and treated him with ſignal kind- 
neſs upon that occaſion, 

Wr now come to that part of David's 
conduct, ſeemingly the moſt exceptionable, 
after the affair of Vriab; and moſt bitterly 
objected to, of all others: and that is, the tor- 
tures which, the text gives us to underſtand, 
he inflicted on the people taken in Rabbah : 
ſawing ſome of them aſunder, tearing others 
to pieces by harrows of iron, and burning 
others in brick-kilns, Commentatorsalſo have 
been, in ſome meaſure, tortured upon this 
pon: ſome interpreting the text, ſo as to 
* E 2 clear 
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clear David's character of the cruelty ſeem- 
ingly charged upon him, in this account; 
others allowing the fact, but poorly vindi- 
cating his conduct in that point; and others 
charging it upon the hardneſs of his heart, 
in that ſtate of impenitence in which they 
ſuppoſe him to have ſtill continued, from 
his criminal commerce with Bathſbeba. 

B REORE I preſume to paſs any judgment 
upon theſe opinions, give me leave to pre- 
miſe, that when David left Shobi in the 
government of Rabbah, it muſt be preſumed, 
that he left ſome, beſides female ſubjects, 
under his dominion : and therefore it is no 
way unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that when Foab 
took the royal city, or City of Waters, it was 
ſurrendered to him by the bulk of the peo- 
ple, who ſubmitted, and were received into 
mercy : inaſmuch as we find not the leaſt 
mention or hint of any one human creature's 
being either chaſtized, or put to death, on 
that occaſion. May we not then naturally 
infer, from this filence of the ſacred writers, 
that the king, who was taken in the upper 
city, retired thither upon the ſurrender of 
the royal city, with the accomplices and in- 
ſtruments of his tyranny ; and that they 
only 
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only ſuffered the chaſtiſements due to their 
guilt, from the hand of David? 

I now proceed to examine the opinions 
of commentators upon this point. . 
Anp firſt, That David's ſuppoſed cruelty 
to the Ammonites, was the conſequence of 
his having ſtill continued in a ſtate of impe- 
nitence, is an opinion which, I think, I have 
already ſhewn to be wholly without foun- 
dation: and altho the other opinion, that he 
inflicted no capital puniſhment upon them, 
is, I think, juſtifiable * from the text, and 
hath been ſhewn to be ſo; yet that he did 
chaſtize them with the ſevereſt kinds of 
death, generally underſtood by the text, I 
take to be the true opinion ; not only, be- 
cauſe the text hath always been underſtood 
in that ſenſe, by all Fewiſb writers; but be- 
cauſe I apprehend that conduct in David to 


* The expreſſion in 1 Chron. xx. 2. is, in our tranſ- 
lation, And he cut them with ſaws. Now the word them 
is not in the original; and the expreſſion might, in my 
apprehenſion, be as properly tranſlated, And they (i. e. 
the people whom David brought out of the city) cut 
with ſaws, &c.— In the ſecond book of Sam. xii. 31. 
the text is, And put them under ſaws, &c, Now ſub- 
jecting men to labour, may, as I apprehend, be as 
properly expreſſed, by putting them under it, as fub- 
jecting them to tribute is; and is the known idiom of 
the Iriſb language, and perhaps of others, | ö 


E 3 " 
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be more agreeable to the command of Gop 


the command of extirpating all the males of 
every city that reſiſted ; and the command 


he was guilty of. 

TRHAT the puniſhments now inflicted 
upon Ammon, were 1/raelite puniſhments, is 
not pretended : that they were puniſhments 
known in ſome other countries of the Eaſt, 
(in Perfia, and in Damaſcus) is undoubt- 


ed: that the Ammonites were monſtrouſly 


cruel, cannot be denied. The 1/raelites, it 


is confeſfed, received all people to mercy, 


that ſubmitted to them. The Ammonites 


refuſed the ſubmiſſion of the people of Fa- 


beſh- Gilead (who offered to become their 


ſervants) upon any leſs cruel condition than 


that of thruſting out every one of their right 
eyes *, If theſe were the gentleſt terms, 
on which they would receive Mraelites into 
protection, what treatment might they ex- 
pect, if the Ammonites had obtained an un- 
conditional dominion over them ? In ſhort: 

this one inſtance (to ſay nothing of their 


Q 


of retaliating, upon every offender, the evils 


brutal behaviour to David's embaſſadors) is 


'* x Sam. xi. 1, 2. The very expreſſion carries the 


* of the greateſt cruelty in it. 
in 
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in the place of ten thouſand proofs, to de- 
monſtrate that people very monſters of cru- 
elty ! What then can we ſo naturally infer 
from this conduct of David's towards them, 
as that he now retaliated, upon them, every 
inſtance of their own cruelty to others? Nor 
can we have the leaſt doubt of this, when 
we conſider, that this was .the eſtabliſhed 
practice of the people of Gop, towards all 
thoſe of their enemies whom they conquered, 
Let me mention two inſtances: When Samuel 
hewed Agag to pieces before the Lord, (ſacri- 
ficed him to juſtice) his reaſon was, that he 
retorted his own murders upon him: As thy 
ſword hath made wwomen childleſs, ſo ſhall thy 
mother be childleſs among women, When 
Judab and Simeon cut off Adonibezek's 
thumbs and great-toes, he himſelf acknow- 
ledged the divine juſtice, in that righteous 
' retribution of his own cruelty upon himſelf, 
crying out, (Fudg. i. 7.) Threeſcore and ten 
kings, having their thumbs and great. toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under my table. 
As I have done, ſo God hath requited me. 

I am ſenſible, that ſome ſhort-ſighted, 
ſuperficial people have looked upon the eus 
as the cruelleſt of all conquerors z little con- 
E 4 ſidering 
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fidering that they were raiſed by Gap, on 
purpoſe to be a ſcourge upon every vice and 
villainy all around them, And perhaps na 
imaginable method could be found out, more 
effectual to repreſs the enormities of a people 
every way profligate, and utterly abandoned, 
as the Canaanites then were, than to raiſe up 
a people eminently diſtinguiſhed by the divine 
favour and protection, to whom it ſhould be 
an inviolable law, and a fixed point of duty 
to Gop, to chaſtize, in every man that came 
into their power, every enormity which they 
themſelves had committed; and to retort, in 
a particular manner, their cruelties upon their 
own heads, For this was, in effect, little 
leſs than if Gap himſelf had bared his arm, 
to take ſignal vengeance on their monſtrous 
enormities. 

Now, it is beyond all doubt, chat this 
was the caſe of the 1/raelites in the midſt of 
the abandoned world about them: and it 
is alſo beyond all doubt, from P/alm xxi. 
unqueſtionably written upon this occaſion, 
that this was the very reaſon of David's 
conduct in the caſe before us: Thine hand 
ſhall find out all thine enemies, thy right- 
hand ſhdll find out thoſe that hate thee, Thou 

£5 ſhalt 
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ſhalt make them as a firy oven, in the time of 
thine anger: the Lord ſhall ſwallow them up 
in his wrath, and the fire ſhall devour them. 
Their fruit ſhalt thou deftroy from the earth, 
and their ſeed from among the children of 
men. FOR THEY INTENDED EVIL AGAINST 
THEE : THEY IMAGINED A MISCHIEVOUS 
DEVICE, WHICH THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO 
PERFORM. —— THEREFORE ſhalt thou ſet 
them as a butt, &c. | 

AND now what was David's cruelty ? It 


was evidently this: He inflicted thoſe evils 


upon the Ammonites, which they were wont 
to inflict upon others; and which they, at 
this very time, intended to have inflicted 
upon 1/rael, He puniſhed the iniquity of 
their own cruel practices and purpoſes, He 
executed that moſt equitable law of Gop 
upon them. And it is certain, that this 
alone were a ſufficient juſtification of his 
conduct, that he made them ſuffer the evil 
they meant to do. A law, which it were 
the moſt valuable intereſt of mankind, to 
have equitably executed, in every ſociety 
Deut. xix. 19. The law is here limited to the evil 
intentions of falſe witneſſes, but the equity of it extends 
to all evil intentions whatſoever : life muſt go for life, 


ove far eye, &c. 
| under 
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under heaven! and would at once prevent 


. 


more evil, and puniſh it in a more rational 
and juſtifiable manner, than all the penal 
laws that ever were deviſed ! 

To confirm this reaſoning yet further, 
we ſhould remember, that the Ammenites 
were early initiated into all the Canaanite 
cruelties: and therefore, when I find David 
retorting their on cruelties upon them, I 
dare no more cenſure or revile him upon 
this head, than his enemies dare revile the 
people of Agrigentum, for burning Phalaris 
in his own bull; or Theſzus the hero, for 
ſtretching Procruſtes beyond the dimenſions 
of his own bed. Even heathen caſuiſts have 
determined, that no law could be more juſt, 
than that which decreed the artiſts of cruelty 
to periſh by their own arts. What death 
then could be.cruelty, to a people who could 
thruſt out the eyes of a ſubmitting, un- 
conquered enemy? who ripped up the wo- 
men with child of Gilead * ? a people who 
could bear the butchery of human victims 
to Baalpeor? What ſaw, what harrow, or 
what brick-kiln, could be puniſhment enough 


Amos i. 13. 
| o 
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to a people who could make their own chil- 
dren paſs thro the fire to Moloch? And 
therefore, whilſt others, either from an 

affectation of more gentleneſs and com- 
_ paſſion in their nature, or the influence of 
falſe and fantaſtic notions of mercy, conſider 
David, in the charaQter of a tyrant, exer- 
ciſing his cruelty in his conqueſts, I, for 
my own part, conſider him as he man after 
Gad: aum laart; inflicting the righteous 
vengeance of heaven upon a miſcreant race; 
executing that vengeance upon guilt, (upon 
theſe enemies of Gop and goodneſs *) which 
Saul was dethroned for not executing: em- 
ployed in an office, the moſt abhorrent from 
his nature, when viewed in the light of 
affliction to others; and pleaſing only, in 
the light of executing the righteous ſentence 
of Gop upon guilt. 


So when an angel, by divine command, 
With riſing tempeſts ſhakes a guilty land; 
Such as, of late, o'er pale Britannia paſt, 
Calm and ſerene, he drives the furious blaſt ; 
And, eLz as*p th' Almighty's orders to perform, 
Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the ſtorm. 


* Pfal. xxi. 8, Thine hand ſhall find out all thine 
enemies : thy right-hand ſhall find out thoſe that hate thee. 


Ip 
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Ir I may be indulged a conjecture, an- 
her reaſon (or rather, circumſtance) of this 
particular puniſhment of making the Ammo. 
nites paſs through the brick-kiln, I take to be 
this: it was well known, that the Fews were 


flaves in Egypt; and particularly enſlaved in 


brick-making and clay, Exod. i. 14. It is 
natural with all people at enmity, to reproach 
one another with the meanneſs and baſeneſs 
of their original, The Ammonites were a 
cruel and inſolent enemy, and nothing could 
be more natural to ſuch ſpirits, when they 
had got any Jeus in their power, than to 
cry out, Send the flaves to their brick-kilns; 
and ſo torture them to death. And if ſo, 
nothing could be more natural than for the 
Jeus to return them the ſame treatment. 
And very probably it was in alluſion to this 
reproach of their enemies, and to ſupport 
his people under it, that David tells them, 
P/alm Ixviii. ver. 13. Tho ye have lien among 
the pots, yet ſhall ye be as the wings of a dove 
covered with filver — That is, tho ye were 
formerly obſcure and oppreſſed ſlaves, tied 
down to the drudgery of brick-making and 
pottery in Egypt, you ſhall now be as glo- 
rious as you then were contemptible, Tho” 


ye 
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ye have lien among the pots, yet ſhall ye be as 

| the wings of a dove covered with ſolver, and = 
her feathers with yellow gold. 1 
Ax now it was, beyond all doubt, | 
(as I humbly' apprehend ) that David, 
recollecting the late train of Go fignal 
mercies and deliverances' to him, ſung out 
the twenty-firſt P/alm in a tranſport of joy 
and thankſgiving : The king ſhall joy in thy 

' ftrength, O Lord, and in thy ſalvation how 
greatly ſhall he rejoice ! Thou haſt given him 
his heart's defire, and haſt not with-holden 
the requeſt of his lips. Selah. For thou pre- 
venteſt him with the bleſſings of | goodneſs * 
thou ſetteſt a crown We wg. 12 bis 

head, Ke. EN 19 


CHAP. 


. | 
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wh. ®3! © We if AR. 

Tamar is raviſhed, and inhumanly 

treated, by her own Brother. That 
E is revenged by his Death. Ab- 
ſalom, who flew him, flies to Ge- 
ſhur. Nathan's prophecies further 

ful filled. 


Hex David had taken Rabbab, and. 
all the other cities of Ammon, and pu- 
niſhed all the unſubmitting miſcreants which 
he found in them, as they deſerved; he re- 
turned, with all his people, to 7 male 3 
but had not been long there, before another 
part of Nathan's prophecy, I will raiſe up 
evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe, 
began to be ſadly fulfilled upon him, 
ABSALOM, the ſon of David by Maacah 
the daughter of Talmai, king of Geſbur, had 
a ſiſter by the ſame mother, of fuch ſingular 
beauty, that Amnon, another ſon of David's . 
(the firſt-born of his family) by Abinoam = 
the TJezreeliteſs, fell deeply in love with 
her ; and being conſcious, that his paſſion 
Was 


the Life of King Da vip. 63 
was very criminal, he concealed it for ſome 
time, bat at the expence of his health and 
happineſs; racked by the violence of a ſtrong 
defire, and the terror of indulging it. An- 
non, faith the ſacred writer, (2 Sam. xiii. 2.) 
was ſo vexed, that he fell fk for bis fifter 
Tamar ; for ſhe Was 'a virgin, and Amnon 
thought it hard for him to do any thing to her. 
It is natural to think, that this paſſion is no- 
where ſo waſteing and vexatious, as where 
it is unlawful. A quick ſenſe of guilt (eſpe- 
cially where it is enormous, as in the inſtance 
before us) ſtrikes the ſoul with horror; and 
the impoſſibility of an innocent ente 
loads that horror with deſperation. A con- 
flict too cruel, and too dreadful, for human 
bearing |! Witneſs the two moſt remarkable 
inſtances- of it, found in hiſtory ; that of 
Antiechus, for . his mother-in-law ; 
and this of Amnon, for Tamar his ſiſter. In- 
deed that of Antiochus appears the leſs eri - 
minal of the two ; inaſmuch as he ſeemed 
determined to conceal his, to death * ; and 
at the ſame time to haſten that death, to pre- 
vent its publication, had not the ſagacity of 
Erafiftratus, his phyſician, diſcovered it. 


* Plutarch, in the life of Demetrius. 
Altho' 
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Altho' poſſibly Amnon had done the ſame, 
had not the importunity of his falſe and 


ſubtile friend, Jonadab the ſon of Shimea, 


Davids brother, drawn the ſecret from him. 
He - plainly perceived, that Amnon's diſeaſe 
was ſome ſtrong defire ungratified ; and in- 
finuated to him, that he, who was a king's 
ſon, might give a looſe to his deſires, and 
deſpiſe the reſtraints of ordinary men, How 
vile was this advice ! and how lamentable is 
it, that the heirs of royalty, whoſe virtue is 
of infinitely more conſequence than that of 
meaner men, ſhould yet be under more 
temptation to taint it, from the poiſon of 
infectious flatterers! How much happier was 
Antigonus, in the advice and friendſhip of 
Menedemus the philoſopher ; when being in- 
vited to a feaſt, where a very beautiful cour- 
teſan was to make a part of the entertain- 
ment, and aſking Menedemus, What he ſhould 
do? he anſwered, Remember thou art a 


ing ſon, and fhouldſt do nothing unworthy 


of thyſelf ! TFonadab was of a character 
directly contrary to that of Menedemus : he 


was of that ſpecies of courtiers mentioned 
by Tacitus, who can applaud all the actions 


| * Annal. lib. iii. 
A | of 


4 
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4 princes, whether good or evil. And 
Ammon ſeems not far removed from that 
character of Domitian, mentioned by the 
ſame Tacitus; that be played the prince's en 
in whoredoms and adulteries. And there- 
fore it is no wonder, if Fonadab's dete ſtable 
flattery * had its effect upon ſuch a ſpirit. © - 
AM xo opened his whole heart to him; 
and told him his paſſion for Tamar 
I love Tamar my brother Abſalom's faſter ; 
(he was aſhamed to ſay his own); the ſubtile 
and ſupple courtier, whoſe conſcience was his 
leaſt concern, immediately furniſhed him 
with an expedient to gratify his paſſion, - 
He adviſed him to take his bed, and feign 
himſelf ſick ; and when his father ſhould 
come to ſee him, to beg his permiſſion, 
that Tamar his ſiſter might attend him in 
his fickneſs, and prepare him ſome ſuſte- 
nance ; which he believed he could take, if 
he L it prepared by her own hands. The 
deſires of ſick people are often fantaſtical, 
and unaccountable; yet muſt often be in- 
dulged. The train took : David's pateri 


* More criminal even than that of the Perſians to 
Cambyſes in the like caſe, tho” not altogether ſo 
monſtrous as that'of Fulia to Caracalla, 
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affection did not ſuffer him to be long abſent 
from a fick ſon, his favourite, and his firſt- 
born; nor allow him to heſitate upon grant- 
ing his petition. Tamar was immediately 
ordered to attend him, and did ſo according- 
ly; and when ſhe had learned what food was 
moſt agreeable to him, ſet herſelf inſtantly 
to prepare it for him, with all the honſe- 
wifely {kill of thoſe ſimpler ages; where 
an utter inſignificancy to all the purpoſes of 
domeſtic life made no part even of a 
princeſs's praiſe. For the text tells us, that 
ſhe took flour and kneaded it, and made cakes 
in his fight, and did bake the cakes ; and 
added another preparation of them in a pan, 
and then ſerved * them up to him; but he 
refuſed to eat, The inſinuation was, That 
he was grown worſe, And, to cover the 
deceit the better, he ordered every body to 
go out of his room, as if he could bear 
neither the ſight, nor the noiſe, of company, 
And when they were gone, he deſired his 
fiſter to bring the victuals into an inner 
chamber, where he might eat unmoleſted. 
In the kext it is, And ſbe took a pan, and 


them out before him. Which makes it probable, that 
the fried them in oil, | 


She, 
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She, ſuſpecting no evil, did as he deſired, 
And when he found himſelf ſhut up with 
her, and ſufficiently retired from his at- 
tendants, he then- threw off the diſguiſe, 
diſcovered his wicked intentions, and quickly 
began to uſe violence with her; from which, 
ſhe, ſtruck with abhorrence of the guilt, 
earneſtly laboured to diſſuade him, as from 
a crime unheard of in ae Would he 
expoſe a ſiſter to infamy? Would he ex- 
poſe himſelf to indelible reproach ? — The 
plea for herſelf is inexpreſſibly beautiful 
And I, whither ſhall Icauſe my ſhame to go! 
How ſhall I drive it away from me, and 
where ſhall I hide it ? And finding that had 
no weight with him, ſhe preſſes him, from 
the motives of his own ſhame and infamy : 
And as for thee, thou ſhalt be as one of the 
fools in Iſrael You will, from this mo- 
ment, be treated as a brute, and a fool; loſt 
to all ſenſe of hamanity, as well as virtue ; 
will be degraded from the honour of heir 
apparent to the crown, into the loweft de- 
gree of deriſion and reproach —- 
IT is remarkable, that the Greeks called 
every thing that was fooliſh, by the name of 
0 F 2 Venus: 


og 
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Venus * : and therefore they denominated 
folly, by a word derived from her name 4. 
And it ſhould ſeem from this paſſage, as if 
the Hebrews had fallen into the ſame way of 
thinking. But the truth is, they were in a 
wiſer way of thinking ; ; and denominated all 
fin, folly : which is its ſofteſt name. And 
poſſibly Tamar now called this guilt ſo, for 
fear of too much irritating her brother. | 
Wx this would not do, ſhe changed 
her tone, and tried to flatter him into forbear- 
ance. He was her father's darling, who 
could deny him nothing : he had only to 
ſpeak to the king for her, and his requeſt 
would certainly be complied with. — But 
he, deaf to all intreaty, as well as, to reaſon, 
liſtened to nothing but the impetuoſity of his 
own brutal paſſion ; and, being frronger * 
ſhe, forced her. 
AND here the flux and reflux of paſſion 
in a brutal breaſt, is finely painted in the 
text, His brutality was no ſooner gratified, 
in this inſtance, but it broke out in another 
as extraordinary. The tide of his blood was 


+ * Te wogd &p rarr 'Appodiry Tots BpdſaTs. | 
6 Hecuba in Troad. Euripidis, 


+ "Agpeotrr, or rather, rom the radix of it, ap. 
turned, 
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turned, and it now ran back with as much 
violence, as it had preſſed forward, before. 
Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, ſaith the 
text, /o that the hatred wherewith he hated 
her, was greater than the love wherewith he 
had loved her. 

COMMENTATORS are at a loſs to ac- 
count for this ſudden and exceſſive hatred ; 
and indeed there ſeems to be ſomething ex- 
traordinary in it. Tamar's rape had an effect, 
upon her raviſher, directly contrary to that 
of Dinab's upon hers ; but their circum- 
ſtances were different : hope ſeconded and 
ſupported Shechem's paſſion, not in itſelf 
criminal; but deſpair drove Amnor's into its 
oppoſite extreme. This is often obſerved to 
be the caſe with paſſions too tumultuous and 
unruly : Amnon's mind was firſt agitated by 
luſt, and then by remorſe, which drove to 
different extremes, like the vibrations of a 
pendulum. The horror of his guilt ſtruck 
him with a ſudden deteſtation of her, whom 
he deemed the cauſe of it : he hated his 
ſiſter, when he ſhould have hated himſelf, 
GoD abandoned him thus to the tumult of 
his own intemperate mind, to make this other 
puniſhment of David's adultery, more fla- 
F 3 grant ; 


"if 
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grant; and the prophet's prediction of Go ps 
raiſing up evil to him out of his own houſe, 
more conſpicuous. For Amnon's barbarous 
behaviour now precluded. all poſſibility of 
1 concealing his guilt. The moment his bru- 
== tuality was indulged, he commanded his 
= ſiſter out of his ſight : Ar:/e, ſaith he; be- 
" gone — To which ſhe anſwered, That this 
ſecond evil treatment was worſe than the firſt, 
The firſt had paſſion to plead, and might be 
concealed, and repented of — the ſecond 
was a deſigned, deliberate indignity, that muſt 
draw eternal infamy after it. Therefore ſhe 
had reaſon to add, that there was no cauſe" 
for it. She had given him no cauſe for ag- 
gravating his firſt offence, by loading it with 
an immediate and public ſcandal, and inde- 
lible reproach, upon her, himſelf, and his 
houſe; upon the religion, and people of 
Gop. But he, asdeaf now to decency and 
humanity, as % had been before to all ſenſe 
of ſhame and conſcience, called to his ſer- 
. vant that attended him, and bid him turn 
out that woman from him, and bolt the 
door after her —o The ſervant obeyed, 
brought her out, and bolted the door after 
her, 


TAMAR 
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TAMAR thus treated; not parted with as 
an innocent woman, cruelly injured ; but 
thruſt out as a proſtitute, that had ſeduced to 
fin ; is the ſtrongeſt image of innocence, bar- 
barouſly abuſed, and inſufferably inſulted, 


that hiſtory affords us. The greateſt injury, _ 


loaded with the greateſt indignities ! con- 
tumely added to cruelty ! Oppreſſed with 
ſorrow, and overwhelmed with ſhame, fe. 
put aſhes upon her head, and rent her garment _ 
of divers colours, and laid her hand on her 
head, and went on crying ; at once hiding 
her ſhame, and deſpairing to conceal it, 

In this condition ſhe paſſed on to her 
brother Ab/alom's houſe, who ſeeing her 
confuſion and diſtreſs, eaſily apprehended the 
cauſes of it\; and put the queſtion to her, 
Whether her brother Amnon had been with 
her? covering the groſs injury he ſuſpecteq;, 
under the veil of the moſt decent and diſtant 
phraſe that could hint his ſuſpicion to her, 
And as if all that had not been enough, io 
ſave her bluſhes, and let her ſee, that he 
underſtood her diſtreſs, he ſtopped ] her ſhort, 
from attempting any anſwer, by begging hex, 
That ſhe would ſay nothing of the matter; 


but endeayour to forget the injury, ſince it 
F 4 was 


/ 
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was a brother who had done it. But bold 
now thy peace, my fiſter ; he is thy brother 
regard not this thing, But as all he could 
ſay could not remedy the evil, neither could 
it relieve it; which ſeems ſufficiently im- 
plied, in what the ſacred hiſtorian adds 
So Tamar continued diſconſolate 1 in her bro- 
ther Abſalom's houſe. And, in all probability, 
ſhe continued ſo her whole life long ; un- 
married, and undone. And Amnon had the 
horror of reflecting, that for one moment's. 
baſe and brutal indulgence, he had made his 
neareſt kinſwoman, an amiable and an in- 
nocent ſiſter, miſerable to the laſt moment of 
her life. 

How David reſented this rape, we learn 
from the text; which informs us, that he 
was very roth; but how he puniſhed it, we 
know not. The truth is, it was to no pur- 
poſe for him to puniſh it legally, and hardly 
poſſible to puniſh it equitably ; inaſmuch as 
that could not be done without at once ex- 

poſing the infamy of his houſe, and cutting 
off the next heir of his crown. And how 

hard was it for a father to do this? eſpecially 

a father who was partly acceſſary to the 


guilt, by a very vnguarded compliance with 
his 


_ the Life of King David. \. 74 


his ſon's irrational requeſt, | The legal puniſh- 
ment of a rape, upon a virgin unbetrothed, 
was a fine of fifty ſhekels of filver, to be 
paid to the father of the damſel, and an 
obligation upon the raviſher to take her to 
wife, without a power of divorce, Deut. 
xxii. 28, 29. The firſt of theſe penalties 
was inſignificant in the caſe before us, and 
the ſecond impracticable; becauſe the mar- 
riage muſt be inceſtuous. 

Tuls caſe is alſo attended with 3 
difficulty: The rape was committed in a city, 
and the damſel did not cry out; and in that 
caſe, I apprehend, the law of Deut. xxii. 
23, 24. muſt be executed upon her. It is 
true, ſhe was not a damſel betrothed, and 
therefore the letter of that law does not 
extend to her caſe; but the equity of it does, 
becauſe the crime committed, and Tamars 
offence againſt that law, was equally great, 
and Amnon's injury equally irreparable: con- 
ſequently, had he been ſentenced to death“, 
ſhe muſt have ſuffered with him; and there- 
fore David could not puniſh him, as he 
ought, without involving her in his fate ; 


” As he certainly muſt have been by the law of 
Lovide xx. 17. for uncovering his ſiſter's nakedneſs. 4 
an 
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and I apprehend it to be a rule of equity, 
rather to let the guilty eſcape, than deſtroy 
the-innocent and the injured. 

Bu r it may be aſked, What becomes of 
the power of the Sanbedrim in that caſe ? 
Tf that court was now in being, and David 
could protect Annon from it, could he not 
as well have protected both himſelf and 
 Bathſheba ?j Conſequently, how did he lie 
under any neceſſity of deſtroying Uriah, to 
ſcreen either himſelf, or Bathſbeba, from an 
infamous puniſhment ? 

IANSWER, That ſuppoſing that court 
in being, and that Ammon could be puniſhed 
by it as he deſerved, and Tamar at the ſame 
time acquitted, (which could not be, unleſs 
they could take upon them to diſpenſe with a 
law of Gop) yet, what court takes cogni- 

ſance of cauſes not brought before it? And 
how could this cauſe come before it, when 
all the perſons intereſted in the proſecution 
of it, were at leaſt equally intereſted to con- 
ceal it ; which was by no means the caſe in 
the affair of Bathſteba; whoſe huſband was 
a very confiderable man, (greatly provoked) 
and greatly allied, as will be ſeen hereafter. 


And therefore the two caſes are, in my 
opinion, 
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opinion, very different: great, and as I ap- 
prehend inſuperable difficulties, obſtructed 
the courſe of juſtice, in Amnon's affair 

HowEeveR, that guilt, which either 
human juſtice, or human infirmity, could 
not chaſtize as it W 1 divine venge- 
ance did. 7 IP 

AB54L0M, altho' grieved to the ſoul, 
for the injury done to his fiſter, and reſent- 
ing it to death, yet ſo well diſtembled kis 
reſentment, as not to take the leaſt notice of 
it to Amnon, He carefully concealed his 
reſentment, at once to hide his intention of 
revenge, and to make it ſure; and hid it 
thus, for two whole years together; at the 
end of which he invited his father, and all 
his brethren, to the cuſtomary feſtivity of a 
ſheep-ſhearing : which David declined, on 
account of the unneceſſary expence to which 
it muſt pat his ſon. Then Ab/alom begged, 


and preſſed him again: Howbeit he would not 


go, ſaith the text ; yet, to ſoften the refuſal, 
he gave him his bleſſing. Then Ab/alom 
begged again, that Ammon (his elder brother, 
and heir apparent of the crown) might ho- 
nour him with his preſence, This too David 
declined, for ſome time; but being much 

preſſed 
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preſſed by Ab/alom, (to whom he could not 
eaſily refuſe any thing) that he and the reſt 
of his brethren might have leave to go with 
him, David at length conſented ; and * 
went accordingly. 

ABS AL OM, now determined to make ſure 
of his revenge, directed ſome ſervants, in 
whom he could confide, to attend TE | 
at the feaſt, till the wine had raiſed his 
ſpirits, and taken him off his guard ; and 
then to be ready, as ſoon as he gave the 
word, to, ſmite and to ſlay him. They did 
as they were directed, and Amnon fell. 
Thus did A4/alom, at one blow, revenge him- 
ſelf upon his ſiſter's raviſher, and rid himſelf 
of his rival in his father's favour, and only 
obſtacle (as he apprehended) to his crown. 

Wukx the fatal blow was given to 
Amnon, the reſt of the king's ſons, terrified 
at what they ſaw, ſtarted up from the table, 
ſeized every man his mule, and fled home 

as faſt as they could. But faſt as they fled, 
fame reached the palace before them, and 
told David, that A4/alom had _— all 
his ſons. 

Tus news, we may well imagine, threw 
the king into the utmoſt conſternation; drove 
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him ſeemingly even to deſpair, He tore his 
cloaths, and laid himſelf upon the earth, ad 
one abandoned to diſtreſs: and his ſervants 
ſtood diſconſolate around him, with their 
garments torn alſo; till onadab, recollect- 
ing himſelf, in his ſubtilty, and running over 
the train of his own thoughts, eaſily oon 
cluded, that Ammon only was killed; and 
immediately took upon him, to aſſure the 
king, that it muſt be ſo: Let not the king, 
faith he, /uppoſe that they have ſlain all the 
young men, the king's ſons : for Amnon only 
is dead: for by the appointment of Abſalom, 
this -hath been determined, from the day that 
he forced his fiſter Tamar . Now, there- 
fore, let not my lord the king tale the thing 
to his heart, to think that all the king's ſons 
are dead; for Amnon only is dead. Imme- 
diately the young men, who were upon the 
watch, gave notice that they ſaw a croud of 
people coming * the way of the hill fide. 


* What unparallelled We and ee was 
this, to f. with ſuch calmneſs and unconcern, of an 
horrid villainy, which he himſelf had contrived, and of 
which he now ſaw the dreadful conſequences What a 
miſcreant miniſter was this, and how much fitter to be 
admitted into the counſels of hell, than inta thoſe of 
en / 
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And inſtantly, Jenadab cried out to the 
That his ſons were come — And it 
came to puſs, ſaith the text, 4 ſoon as be 
had made an end of ſpeaking, that, behold, 
the king's ſons came, und lift up their voice, 
and wept ; and the king alſo, and ail his 


ſervants, wept very ſore; - And Abſalom fled, 


and went ts Talmai the fon of Ammibud king 
of Geſhur : nf Dude for: apes 
every day. 

AND: thus did Gov, by hte 
his reſtraining grace from Amnan, and 
leaving him a prey to his own paſions, reiſe 
ap evil to David out of bis own bonſe : A 
daughter raviſhed by her own brother ; that 
brother, * murdered by another brother; and 
that other, in exile upon that account: and 
ſoon to periſh, by a fate yet more deplorable, 


had it not been more deſerved ! 


AND now began another, andmoredreads 
ful, prophecy of Nathon's to be fulfilled 


upon David, before his own eyes: the 


ſword was now firſt brought in upon his 
houſe, attended with this dreadful aſſurance, 
* never * An it. 


* 
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Joab's + Device: to get Abſalom recalled 
by meant of the wiſe Woman of Te. © 
| koah, ſucceeds. Being brought back 
10 Jeruſalem, he is not admitted 120 
the King's Preſence,” but 


but remanded 
to bis on Hoſe What followed | 


TOY 


BSALOMs eg was at 
Baalhazor, near Ephraim; about eight 
miles from Jeruſalem. He fled, the mo- 
ment his brother was killed: md one may 
well believe, his accomplices fled with him} 
who probably were Geſburiter, ſore of his 
mother's friends; and ſo were ſure of the 
protection of Taimas, for revenging _ | 
violence done to his granddaughter. And 
there is no doubt but they took their - 
ſures fo well, that no purſuit' from Ferufa- 
ttm, had any been attempted, could over- 
take them. But David, who muſt be 
allowed to have been eriminally indulgent 
to his children, was not of a diſpoſition to 
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4. Hir Am, of 
revenge the death of one favourite ſon, by 
that of another; eſpecially when his guilt 
was no more, than that of revenging an 
action in itſelf | worthy of K 
Tux Vulgate and Septuagint ne inform us, 
that when David heard. of Annon s crime, 
he was much enraged, but would not grieve 
his ſon's ſpirit, becauſe he loved him, being 
his eldeſt ſon.” It. is true, this n fs 


not found in the Hebrew. text; yet it is 


confeſſedly very antient, and probably but 
too true. And if ſo, he could but ill puniſh, 


in Abſalom, the chaſlifernant of a guilt, 


which his own ſeaſonable chaſtiſement of 
Amnon's earlier enormities might have pre- 
vented. And in that caſe, his reſentment 
muſt recoil upon himſelf, and acquit Abſalom. 
And poſſibly this may be the true reaſon, why 


we hear nothing of any meaſures he took to 


bring Aſalom to juſtice, and why he mourned 


ſomuch, and fo long, for Amnon. For we learn 


from 2 Sam. xiii, 37. that he mourned long 
and daily for him. However, at the end of 
three years, his affection for Abſalom got the 


better of a fruitleſs grief, for a loſs which 


could not be recalled ; and he was comforted 
(faith the we) concerning Amnon, ſeeing he 
was dead. AND 
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A p now, his concern was, to be ſo 
long robbed of the ſatisfa&tion of ſeeing an⸗ 
other child, who was ſo dear to him: as if 
he had taken up Rebekah's complaint , 


Why ſhould I be depri ved alſo Men 


one day? 
Ie this condition he pined and languiſhied.; 


for his ſon: And the | ſoul 'of king David, 
faith the text, longed to go forth unto Aa. 
lom ; as if bir ſoul would have rejoiced even 
to aa body, to 89 out and meet 
him. 9 
Joas quickly perceived * king's o con- 
dition; and thought he ſhould pay his court 
to advantage, if he could contrive to deceive: 
and ſurpriſe him into a reſolution of re- 
calling his ſon from exile. To this purpoſe, 
he inſtructed a woman of good | ſenſe, and 
great addreſs, (from Tekoab, a diſtant city 
of Judah) who waited upon the king, in 
the air and habit of a diſconſolate widow, in 
mourning, and deep diſtreſs, on account f 
her ſon ; whom his own family were pur⸗ 
ſuing to death, for having ſlain his brother, 
in an accidental contention, in the field 
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The moment ſhe appeared before the king, 

ſhe fell upon her face, and implored his aid; 
Help; O ling — She then told him her. 
caſe, and added all the alleviating and: 
diftreſsful-circumſtances, that could move the 
king's compaſſion: The brothers were alone 
in the field, and none to part them; poſh- 

bly he might ſay his brother, either unde - 
ſignedly, or in his own. defence. He Was 
her only child, the only hope and ſtay of 
her family; and if they cut him off *, they 
would leave her huſband neither name, 
nor remainder, upon, the eunth. 

Tn king ſoon felt her difreds.: the caſe; 
was too like his own, to ſuffer him to be. 
unmoved. Le told her, the: might return 
nbſs'to him; he would give proper directions 
about it. | But ſhe, not having yet what the. 
wanted, took occafion, from her ſeeming, 
ſolicitude for her ſon, to continue the con- 
en r ae That if the, hag, 


exprefſion 45 the orteindl & aeg lan 1 bela 


— rem 16. my coal that | 
— Heathen "to hav copied. 4 
thoſe Faro 5 aui the e Adu 


are — by Plato and Lucian 2 drug, live coals, w 
were to rekindle the vital flame, and continue the hu- 
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preſſed his majeſty to any thing i in itſelf un- a 
juſt, or any Way miſinformed him, or miſ- 
repreſented” the ſtate of the caſe, ſhe wiſhed 
all the guilt of that Iniquity,' or truſrepre- 
ſentation; might fall upon her own Head, 
and u pon ber my: . lord,” O ling. 
the inig quity be on me, and on my father's 
bouſe + ” and the king a bis throne be guilt- 
. The kih then bid Her, if any body 
moleſted her a more, to bring Ga — 
bim, and” Be would take ct o any 
er proceedings againſt Her. pay then 
begged, {9% ing” that prottiſe,” 16 
ſtay the ayenge r 5 blood from caufing any 
further deſtruction in her family, he would 
 rethember” the Lokp"his' G0 b that ij 
remettiber he made that promile' in the pre- 
ſence of 9055 d awing Him thus, diſtantiy, 
and inſenſibly, into the blenden of A Säfl 
Her addreſs had its effet? And tbe king 16 
convince her of the i integfity rity br bis inibhidid! 
immediately Ace , As the Lori" 25 
there ball not bnt aß of' thy ſor fall to the 
earth. 19 vinirnimn x vun tomy nf. 18 
AVING gained this point, ſhe 2 
he leave to lay one word more. And 


„% » 0 


da N proceeded 
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proceeded to expoſtulate with the king, upon 
his own conduct, and unkindneſs to the peo- 
ple of Gop, in not pardoning his own ſon, 
and bringing him back from exile, His 
mercy to her ſon, made him ſelf-condemned 

in relation to his own ; whoſe killing his. 
ben was, in man reſpects, more ex- 
cuſable, She then added a very natural 
and ſeaſonable reflection That death was 
the common lot of all men; ſome by one 
means, and ſome by another: That, in that 
ſtate, we are like water. pit upon the ground, 
whi 05 cannot be gathered : That Gov, if 
he pleaſed, could ſtrike the offender dead ; 
but inaſmuch as he did not, it was, becauſe 
he would leave room for mercy : That he 
had deviſed means in his own law, to arreſt * 
the avenger of blood ; and, in his appointed 
time, to recal the man-ſlayer from his exile, 
in the city of refuge. 

Bu r here, apprehending ſhe might have. 
gone too far, and made too free with ma- 

jeſty, in expoſtulating ſo plainly upon a 
point of ſuch importance; ſhe excuſed this 
preſumption, from the force put upon her 


2 Where he was to continue to the death of the 
bigh-prieft, Numb. xxxv. 25. | b 
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by her people; who had ſo ſeverely threatened 
her, that, in this extremity, ſhe plainly ſaw 
ſhe had no reſource, or hope of relief, bu 
in laying her ſon's caſe before. the king ; 
which ſhe, confiding in his majeſty's mercy, - 
and afluring herſelf, that he would hear her 
with his wonted patience and clemency, at 
length adventured to do; hoping that it 
might be a means of ſaving both herſelf, and 
her ſon, from being deſtroyed out of the 
inberitance of Gop; inſinuating, that her 
own life was wrapt up in his, X 
Tux king, obſerving the uncommon art 
and dexterity of her addreſs, in the 
ment of this affair, immediately began to 
ſuſpect, that it was a thing concerted be- 
tween her and Jaab. And previouſſy 
charging her not to hide it from him, he 
put the queſtion directly to her; I not the 
band of Joab with thee in all this? And 
| the wyoman, not daring to diſguiſe the 
matter any further, anſwered, and ſaig, As | 
thy ſoul livetb, my lord the king, none can 
turn to the right band or to the left, from 
ought that my lord the king hath polen: for 
thy ſervint Foab he bad me, and be put all 
_ theſe words in the mouth of thy band naid : 


G23 " #2 


Fi 


8 6 ik 2 PA Arcount *. 
to feteb about this form of eech, hath, 45 
' ſervant Joab done this thing : and ny lord 
i 61/2, according to the wiſdom'of an angel 
of God, to know all things that are in the 
earth, 
Tux the king. rkg to 0 Yoab, {who 
, was, all all this while i in the n ordered 
him to 'go for his Toni, and 'brifig him home, 
And the king aid unto Foab,” Behold, now 
I have done this thing : 80 therefore, bring 
the yo oung man Alam again. 
| AM ſenſible, that the Jeros are generally 
| n - conlidered, : as an "Whiterate, barbarous peo- 
| "ple; and the chatge i is ſo far juſt, that they 
| ef piſed the learning of other — but 
| "this, by no means infers them either igno- 
rant or barbarous. 1 own they appear to me 
in a very e different Fght ; and although 1 ſhall 
| not now infiſt, that he Bible is the Ban- 
| 3 of all, true politeneſs, and What is i 
| ö Proper ly Glled' good breeding : amon man- 
| kind, a. fas Lam well fatisfied'it"is) yet I will 


. venture to declare, that the flügle 1 and 
addreſs of this device, now CES are 
l proofs (if there were no other) to 

g Eevince this people neither unpolite; nor un- 
informed. Va 
| | | Bur 
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Dur to proceed * 
Wu David conſented to recal AH, 
and appointed Joab to- conduct him Home, 
N. bowed himſelf down to the earth j und 
ked him, as for the gteateſt 6bligation 
bis majeſty could Cortfer upon him: PP 
"thy ſer vant knbwrih, tbat I hive found grace 
in thy fight, n lord, O king, in that "the 
A Ale the requeſt of his ſervant : 
'placing that obligation intirely to his on 
"ſtore, Which, he knew, was the greateſt he 
©could lay upon His maſter. A refmement 
bl kattery, and addteſs, not eafſly equalled! 
WI BN this was done, Joab, ſuith he 
"text, ardſe, 211d went to Geſhur, and brougibt 
Abſalom to Jeruſalem : Well pleaſed, ye 
, may be aſſiired, to be at once the 'mtſſenger 
of his prince s merey to the heir apparent of 
his crown, and the inſtrument * bf their te- 
conciliation : Which could not fail to ſceure 
him a preſent fund of favour With the fa- 
ther and an equal fund, in reverſion, with 
the ſon. But however, although. the king 
ſo far ſotgave Azſalum, as to tecal him from 
en yet, When he returned, the--ondened 
m to be taken directly to his Wn houle ; 
. ad forbid Him to ſve his fate. Aud da 'Y 
64 aum 
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hom continued thus for two whole years in 
Feruſalem, without being once admitted into 


his father's preſence, A diſcountenance, and 
a rebuke, at leaſt, little enough, to ſignify 
. theking's abborrence of his late cruel revenge 
upon his brother; and, in all appearance, 
not more than was neceſſary, to mortify his 
pride, and repreſs his popularity; which 
now, in all probability, began to blaze out, 
upon the news of his reconciliation to his 
father. And this I apprehend to be the rea- 
ſon, why the ſacred hiſtorian ſubjoins to this 
account of the king's diſcountenance, a parti- 
. cular deſcription of AZſalom's beauty; which 
is a natural and common foundation of po- 
pularity: and then adds an account of his 
baving three ſons, and one fair daughter, 
+ (whom he named after his unhappy ſiſter 
. Tamar) which was alſo another fountain of 
pride, popularity, and preſumption. 

H1s beauty is thus celebrated; That in 
* Vrael, there was none to be ſo much 
- praiſed, upon that ſcore : and that it was 

without alloy, or abatement, from any im- 


b perfection: that from the ſole of his foot, to 
- the crown of his head, there uds no blemifh 


In bits, There is no particular mentioned, 


— 


WW x1 beſides 
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beſides his hair: and the beauty of that is only 
implied i in its quantity; Which was indeed 
prodigious ! weighing, upon theloweſt com- 
putation, at leaſt three pounds : "which 
might be cabily ellimated, by weighing what 
was cut off, in his annual polling, (for we 
| are, told he polled it pron Ex on, account of 
its exceſſive weight) and. examining, . what 
proportion that bore, to. "what remained. 
"And although 2 good deal of this may be 
- accounted for, both from the uſage of long 
hair, and the great quantity of oyl, then in 
N uſe, "which added, both to. the growth. and 
weight; yet it is evident from Fe text, 
that there muſt have been Lom 
accounted very ſingu lar, even ie at ins 
Ass Lo M had, it muſt be owned, a yet 

ſingular excellence of form; bat 5 
nothing truly eſtimable, that we KO of. 


His character ſeems nearly allied to that 'of 5 


Aurelia Oreſtilla, mentioned by Salut, Who 
had nothing praiſeworthy abour her, befides 
* beauty. 0 20A oct ss 
Tu 18 vain young man, \ way with being 
ts long detained i in that confinenient ander- 


«4 4 % 4 


e to his Popularity, Terk amefſenger 
by 101 55 19:1 to 


10 "his br pr efence. "And, © on ts not coming 


nay 0 ep 


go A. Ei pose DIES * 


WE 


© to . ſpeak 'W with him IJ 


oder to preyail ü n him, to ſolie 15 
AS 44 S443 Nd a444 +4 + 
"Intercefſion with Slip 87 4 be Adrtitted 


"upon: the Gi mellige, e, "he Tet a ſecontl. 
d when Ke own "Ai LN tg from 


Fre da alive he bldeted fits fetwünts 


to "(et à field 67 an, Rich b Had 
' contiguous. to his" own, In five ; Aid tity 
Aid accordin gy: nich 04h ferenz, Gent 
late with fin, upon 
"the nj zuty doe hin ee, Sf 663 Tat 

gig the ans es he hac Tere burt, Mkr. 
Sui, . that inethd4 66 bripg Art to 


"him. ;/ and Lon an opportunity of ſending 


Kim to the 8, to intercede: for pt permultion 
to 'be admitted | to his preſc ence. Feet that 


17 20 4 


could not be ol tained, To what pu . 


* ALL 11. * 4 


"ſhort, hs invited with Gen i og he ouſt 

ſee the king, at any rate : "Now , 
faith he, let me ſee the king's face; and if 
"there be any iniguity in Ne, lei him hull me, 
His impetuoſity prevailed : Foa Was once 


more ſent to intercede v 77 the kin 


his interceſſion ſucceeded ; and 2 was 
admitted 


ö 
; 
, 
| 


| in that caſe, "he might 1 


. i. , E Bin. 3. 
0. Dell 
"admitted te the, foal Pleſence, where he 
did ib humbling himſelf before the 
king, with his face to the ground. And the 
king was reconciled, and kiſſed him. 
Tu z reader little yerſed in courts, is apt 
to be ſyr 7 75 (as at at firſt fight I Ion I. was) 
to ſeer Fo 42 40 0 us to get” 4 Valin 
called from Gale, and to obſerve him after- 


wo 4 ant ot G4 4 *% & wo 4 44 


wards ſo cold an d indifferent, to have him 


eſtabliſhed i in \ hi s fatl ather 8 favour. 


nx truth is. when 252 had greatly 
.gratified the king, and gained ained. credit; | with 


1 1 5 S back Abſalom to Jeruſalem, | 


le reaſon, as a miniſter, 4 


48K 


E 1 gb about the kings perl T! PEP, 
_and, reſt ore him to full f aypur; 1 
re 


wed t i» ft 


that \ Abſalom's s interel 
wp; r his ohen. 


* uU Fes 


Ai could but ill 


hend 


Bk his Fa might 
his the young. man's 
endurg; and there- 

fore he took this extraordinary ſtep, t o be ſet 
right with his father. A ſtep, which ſhewed 
him determined to go any lengths, rather 
Fre 6 fall ſhort of his ambitious aims. He 
could ſet his friend's field on fire, barely 

to be admitted to court, would little ſcruple 
to ſet his country in a flame, (if I may be 
allowed 
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allowed the expreſſion) to be raiſed to a 
crown : although, poſlibly, this injury to 
_ Foab might have been, in ſome meaſure, 
an artifice, to prevent the king's ſuſpicion of 
their combination, and Joabs too 
attachment to the intereſt of his ſon. 

As to Abſalom” 8 reſolution of being brought 
to the king, even at the hazard of his life ; 
it ſeems to be much leſs the effect of forti- 
| tude, than preſumption upon his father's 
fondneſs, Amnon's moſt” heinous injury 
to Tamar, being irreparable, well "deſerved 
death. And Ab/alom well knew, his father 
. would not be extreme, for puniſhing it, as it 
deſerved, out of form The proben 
was too grievous, not to excuſe great irregu- 
larity in revenging it; eſpecially not to ex- 
cuſe it, in a ſon, ſo exceedingly beloved. 
And therefore Abſalom might ſafely offer 
* himſelf as a victim to his father 8 vengeance, | 
, ſecure not to 4 ſacrificed to it. 
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CHAP. vn. 


DAviD i» falh ick hp this time. A 


Digreſſin, ſhewing, that his Diftem- 
* was, frabab , the a a 


HAT David, at ſome. part of his 
life, was afflicted with a grievous 
diſtemper, which he , conſidered as the 
chaſtiſement of Gop upon him for his ſins, 
ſeems ſufficiently evident, from many paſ- 
ſages in his P/alms, particularly, xxxviii ®, 
xxxix. xl. and xli T. That this calamity 
fell upon him about the time that a danger- 
ous and rebellious conſpiracy was formed 
againſt him, appears from the ſame Pſalnt. 

And foraſmuch as we hear of no more than 
one conſpiracy of that kind formed againſt 

him, it follows, that his ſickneſs fell upon 
him about this time. And that his diſtemper 


was chat which 1 is now known to us, under 


20 Lend, rebuke me not in thy wrath, EFT chafton 
me in thy hot diſpleaſure. ., 
Ver. 2. For thine arrows flick faft in me, and thy 
hand Neth me ſore. | 
+ Ver. 4. # /aia, Lord, be merciful to me : heal my foul; : 
for 1 have ſinned againſt thee, | 
the 
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a5 name of the Small. por, is (as I conceive) 
very probable, from the Yame P/alms. 
Ps A L. xxxviii. 3. There is 10 n. 


in * Helb, &c. N 

7 10 nds flink, and are corrupt, © 7 
hint are filled with ; fare thſeaſe 

1 was ide with violent pains in his 

| back, or perhaps the weight of the diſtemper 


. r 


fell upon thoſe parts) : an there i 7s n0 —_ 
* 7 my N fleſh. ns 
8, Ian Feeble a wrt broken. | 

10. "As for the light of mine eyes, it alſo 
is gene from ne. | 

1 My lovers and fri ends fland aloof, from 
my fore, « and my kinſmen Rand afar, off.” 

" PSAL. XXXIX, 11. When they with rebukes 
dof corrett man r for i ini 7 thou ma 2 his 
beauty 1 to conſume away, l. th 4 moth, t 
a garment. 

405 I apprehen that there is no. other, 

1 ſys 10 e all theſe. charadters, ers, 
Og ſoreneſz, and unſoundnels of the 
fleſh, corruption, "nth. temporary blind® 
nels, (for ſuch Davids. was) and loſs of 
beauty, are at once united, except 
ſmall-pox particularly that loſs of 3 
vrhich is cauſed W reducing th the ſkin into the 
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candition, of a garment: fretted: by mots. 
And ſurely, never Was diſtemper character. = 
ized by a clearer, or more druf alluſion, - 
and image, than this, a 

_ Tags, will allg.he lee by.confders, 
ing that this was, 7ogs diſtemper. ; and that. 
David uach Kir fal, in the ſame. eee 

with, Fob. 
Tra, this was. Fal's diltermper, (ap- | 
poſing it of, the, number of thoſe; known, d 
us) is apparently clear, from that. ſingle 7 
character of it; that he was ſinitten with. A 
bails, from the ſole of bus fogt. unto his. 

crown . The ſame. thing, is alſo apparently 
clear, from another paſſage, Job xix. 20, 1 
am eſcaped: with the, fain. of my teeth, His 
diſeaſe. had ſtsipped off all the reſt of his 
ſkin, even that en the. inſide of his mouth; 
which, ſuffcte neh confirms! i it to haye ben 
the fü .. 

In this didemaper, Feb complains +, that lat 
Gop had made him to be forſaken of his 

companions and friends ; that he compaſſed 
him - with his archers ; tore his reins, _ 


bingen his D ce — — My in 15 broken, and r | 
* Job 17. 7 + Job xvi. 7, 2 | 
| become 


- * 9 
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become loathſome * ; he, (that is, man) as 2 
| rotten thing, conſumeth, as a garment that it 
= moth-eaten. Thou haft made deſolate all my 


=— . company +. My friends ſcorn me ||. His 
* archers compaſs me round about. He cleaveth 


my reins aſunder —— My reins be conſumed 
within me : he breaketh me with breach upon 
breach. On my eye-lids is the ſhadow of 
death +. There are other circumſtances (be- 
ww. fides theſe laſt-mentioned) to prove this to 
1 have been obs diſtemper ; but as my pur- 
poſe in recounting theſe, was only to ſhew, 
that David's diſtemper was the ſame with 
his, I therefore recounted thoſe * in 
N Ae both agreed. | 
Nov the reader will find every did of 
| theſe complaints, from'the mouth of David, 
nn che paſſages now quoted, and referred to: 
u and therefore I think it clear, that his diſ-- 
eaſe was the ſame with Jabs; that is, 
chat! it was 0 Nan the r n ; xc; 


* "few 8 1 Bid. xvi. 7. Did. ver. 20. _ 

t Now, bebe the poetic beauty of this expreſſion, 
ae is alſo a propriety in it, every way expreſſive of his 
condition in the * mall-pox.; which deſerves carefully to 
be attended to, The blindneſs was not from any defect 
or diſtemper in his l but from the c_ of his 
— 
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| quently, not that diſtemper which the liber- 
tine world would infinuate;” 

Tux ſame thing appears alſo, as I 1 11 
hend, from ſome. of thoſe Pſalms which 
David wrote upon his recovery . Thus, 

in Pſalm ciii.. he bleſſes Go, who healed 
all lg diſeaſes, that his youth was renewed 
like the eagle's. Now it is generally under- 
ſtood of the eagle, that when his, feathers 
molt, and fall off gradually, and new ones 
ſucceed, his youth is renewed with his 
plumage +. Which carries no unapt or un- 
natural alluſion, to a man whoſe: old ſkin; 
rough and ſcaled with the ſmall-pox, falls 
off piecemeal, and is ſucceeded by another, 
ſmooth and youthful : although I am in- 


'* Theſe, as I apprehend, are four in all: Pſalm x, 
cũi. exvi. and cxlvi. 

| + Now Iam well aſſured, that theſe feathers fall by 
pairs, one in each wing; and that thoſe which fall at once, 
are the two feathers exactly correſponding to each other, 
in each wing; and that this pair is renewed by a new 

growth, before the next pair falls. A plain appointment 
of providential wiſdom and neſs! for by thus 
preſerving the exact balance of the wings, which a very 
little inequality (the difference of leſs than half a feather) 
in either would deſtroy, the eagle is never utterly 
diſabled. from purſuing his prey ; though ĩt beevident he 
renewed 3 it with full vigour, till all his feathers be . 

and therefore his youth is then ſaid to be 


3 III. H clined 


* 
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elined to believe 1 that . 
alſo carry another alluſion. 
CouMENTATORSõS, in a comments 
dais this text, quote St. Auguſtin, and St; 
Epipbanius, as aſſerting, that when the eagle 
grows old, and that crooked, incruſted ſub- 
ſtance of his bill increaſes to ſuch a degffee, 
that he cannot eat, he ſtrikes his bill againſt 
à rock, till he beats off his exceſs of beak; 
and is again in a condition to take food; by 
which his ſtrength is renewed, and with 


that, apparently, his youth. Now (if Iam 


rightly informed) it is no uncommon caſe, 
in the ſnall. ox, for men to have their 
mouths ſo incruſted with it, that they are 


utterly incapable of taking any food, or any 


ſuſtenance, but from liquids; and that with 
great difficulty : but when that incruſtation 
falls off, 'they are then in a condition to take 
proper nouriſhment; by which their ſtrength 
is reſtored, And if that was Davids caſe, 
then is the beauty and propriety of the al- 
tafion in the text, ſufficiently evident. For 
then might he truly ſay of his Gop, ho 


ati sſied thy mouth with good things, ſ0 that 


thy youth is | rentued like the eagle's. 


beni. — | THAT 


| 
; 
1 
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Tu a 7 David's diſtempet was the all. 
por, is; I think, again confirmed from 
another Pſalm; written alſo in PROG - 
for his recovery: I mean the cxlvith} © 

Le it then be previouſly obſerved, that 
a man, confined to his bed by ſickneſsy 
may very properly be confidered as a pri- 
ſoner 3 and conſequently, his recovery may 
be conſidered, as a reſtoration to freedom. 
Now ſuppoſe | a man recovered from tha 
fmall-pox, in which he was blind and 
hungry; under an incapacity of eating, fot 
ſome time; in what words could that man 
more naturally celebrate the goodneſs of Gop 
to him, than in thoſe of David, in this 
Pſalm? Ver. 1. Praiſe the Lord, O ny ſoul. 
Ver. 2. While T live, «vill I praiſe the Lord; 
&c. Ver. 7. Which executeth judgment for 
the oppreſſed, which giveth food to the hungry e 
the Lord loofeth tbe priſoners,” Ver. 9. The 
Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; tbe Lord 
rage them that art bowed doum. 

Tux reader will pleaſe to obſtive, they 
the expreſſion META pa eyes of the bling*, 


5 7 This ſingle cirdimitince ſufficiently hes Du 
vice diſtemper not to have been that other infeQion, 
* blindneſs is not temporary. 


F 


H 2 | very ; 


— 


* 


was „ in the days of David. 


* 
1 
. 


very naturally points out the condition of 
a man recovered from the /mall-pox; whqꝗſe 
blindneſs aroſe, like Jobs, not from any 
defect or diſtemper in his eyes; but from 
their being ſhut up, by the cloſing of his 
eye-lids *,- | 

Tux fame thing is, I think, yet further 
confirmed, from the accounts which David 
himſelf hath left us, of the conſpiracy | 
formed againſt him in his ſickneſs, in the 


thirty- eighth and forty-firſt P/ahms, Now 


J will venture to ſay, that there is no ſick. 


neſs incident to man, in which a conſpiracy 


could be more naturally encouraged, and yet 
at the ſame time, ſo effectually diſcovered to 


the perſon concerned, as the /mall-pox, of 
the confluent kind, in which the patient is 


often obſerved to lie, for ſome days, ſeem- 
ingly ſpeechleſs, and utterly inſenſible ; and 
yet in reality, is ſometimes ſenſible and 
intelligent. 
I nave often heard a man of known 
veracity (yet living) affirm, that he very 


2 I know thi expreſſion is uſed in the goſpel, in 
relation to our Saviour's miraculous cure of blindneſs : 
but there is no reaſon to. believe, that any ſuch curo 


1 well 
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evil, 
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well remembers himſelf in that, very con- 
dition, under that evil diſeaſe, in which he 
frequently heard himſelf pronounced ſpeech- 
leſs, inſenſible, and paſt all hopes of re- 
covery ; under this very ſingular and. happy 
circumſtance, that he had a thorough con- 
tempt of the ignorance and ſtupidity of all 
who pronounced him in that ſtate. | 

Now David ſays of himſelf, in his 
diſtemper, P/al. xli. ver. 5. Mine enemies 
ſpeak evil of me : in be die, and bil 
name periſb? 

6. And if be come to ſee me, be ſpeaketh 
vanity : and his heart concerveth 'falſhood 
within himſelf ; and when he comes b forth, 1 


telletb it. 


7. All mine enemies whiſper together againſt 
me: even agony me do IP imagine this 


8. An evil diſeaſe; ſay they, cleaveth fol 
unto him; and now that be lieth, he ſhall riſe 


up no more *, 


* Some have Bey that Davies 4 was 
the 2 3 but they forget, that, in that caſe, he muſt 
depoſed, as Uzziah the greateſt of his ſucceſſors 

was, and ſhut up in a ſeveral-houſe, where he * 


for many years, tothe dey of his death. 


oy: ok 
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Hxx x we ſee, they whiſpered, and pro- 
nounced the ſentence of death upon bim; 
imagining, that he neither obſerved nor 
heard them; though in reality he did both. 
But the fame thing is yet more clearly and 
inconteſtably ſet forth in Pſalm xxxvii 
n 

They alſo that fought e my life, laid 
ſnares for me: and they: that went about to 
do me evil, talked of ERR, and Nene 
deceit, all the day long. 7 

13. As for me, I was like '« deaf man, 
and heard not ; and as one a 7 16 Sued, * 
doth not open his mouth. 
14. I became even as 4 man thet beareth | 
not, and in whoſe mouth are no reproofi. 
Fux o all theſe ſymptoms and circum- 
Wan now. recounted, all which unite and 
combine in the /mall-pox, and in no other 
diſtemper, that we know of, I think we may 
fairly conc]ude, that this was the evil diſ- 
temper under which David laboured, when 
a dangerous domeſtic conſpiracy was formed 


. him * What that ran pez. 12 
; (for 
* 


5 1 an wel Gase 4 objeAion, that lies 
againſt this account; viz. That c the one was not 
Known in the world till about eleven _ 


w_ yy We... 
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(for we hear only of one) and how it 
was carried on, will be Tout * . 


* . 
- % 4 - 
, 4 „ * 
4 Y F o * 4 . *_ - © 
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1 Fhatneicher was the —_ ated 1 
upon him, known in the world till much later; | 
therefore, if this objection be ſtrong againſt the ſnialls 
pox, it is much ſtronger” againſt the other. 
I ſhall only add, t the hiſtory of this diſtemper, # 
in the accounts left us of Fob and David, might have 
been a very proper trial of faith, in thoſe ages, where no 
ſuch diſtemper was known; as it is now a juſt conſirma- 
tion of our faith, and a rational ground for believing the 
truth of theſe hiſtories, which relate events, now on) 
nary, and indiſputable ; which yet, for many 
were credible only to that faith, which is the evi 
of things not 2 becauſe altogether extraordinary — | 
inexplicable. But it is objected, that David's diſtemper - 
is characterized by many ſymptoms and circumſtances, 
which cannot be referred to the ſmall por; particularly, 
* ns in the bones, and ulcers in the loins. I anſwers 
t diſtempers are often complicated, perhaps beyond 
any that can well be computed, either from the 
uu 1: of phyſic, or the obſervations of phyſicians, - 
had undergone great hardſhips in his youth; had 
ng pimp pe apy and caves ; and it is no 
uncommon thing, with men of that character, to feel 
pains and aches in their bones, in their advanced years; 
and it is poſſible, that theſe pains and aches might have 
been attended with ulcers in his kidneys. - ſame 
effects might poſſibly ariſe from many other cauſes, 
which 1 cannot pretend m5 determine. or pronounce | 
u 
But it it is objected, That David ſpeaks of his ſickneſs 
2 W e, as if he wrote his Pſalms when he 
* under it; which was to be done 
in ind ſma -D0X, 4 


H 4 | I anſwer, 
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Wx I had proceeded thus far, I judged 

it proper to ſubmit this diſſertation to the 
peruſal of a very learned and judicious phy- 
ſician; whoſe candour I relied upon, to be 
informed, whether any objection lay againſt | 
this account of Job's and David's diſtemper, 
beſides thoſe mentioned in the laſt notes, 
His anſwer was, That he apprehended, if 
Job's diſtemper was not altogether ſuper- 
natural, that it might be the elephantiafis ; 
and referred me, for further information, 
to Areteus's account of that diftemper ; 
which accordingly I have conſidered with all 
the care I could ; and find, there are many 
ſymptoms in which theſe diſeaſes agree; 
and yet they are, upon the whole, * 
different. | 

Tux elephantiafis, and mall. por, are 
both infectious diſtempers; and men often 
fly from their neareſt friends, when infected 


I anſwer, That no licence is more familiar to poets, 
than raving of things paſt, in the preſent tenſe ; eſpe- 
cially when the deſcription is enlivened, as it very often 
is, by fo doing. And I think, there is a particular 
beauty i in deſcribing diſtempers in that manner ; becauſe 
it makes the diſtreſs — to the reader --— Beſides 
that ſeveral paſſages in the thirty- eighth P/alm 5 
refer to a time palt ; —— 
13th verſes, 


by 


. 


* 
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by them : the body is ſwelled, and the ſkin 
is broken, in both, and the breath tainted; 
and both are attended, at certain periods, wich 

Intenſe itchings ; and both are vexed with 
' diſturbed and frightful dreams (as all feyeriſh 
_ diſorders are): and the /mall-pox is ſome- 


times attended with a difficulty of breathing, 
as the elepbantiaſis always is with a kind of 


ſtrangling: ſo far they agree, But here they . | 


differ: the elephantiafis never breaks out 
thro' all the ſkin at once, as the /mall-pox 
does; it begins with a burning in the bowels, 
and next appears in the face, which it ſwells; 
burniſhes, and brightens ; and from the 
moment it appears there, it is abſolutely 
mortal; nor did any human creature ever 
ſurvive it. In the elephantiafis, the eyes - 
are cloudy, and become of a braſſy colour; 
and the brows ſwelled, and let down over 
the eyes, like thoſe of an angry lion. In 
the /mall-pox, the eye-lids are cloſed. and 
conglutinated, and the eyes not clouded, 
but abſolutely darkened, as Jobs were. 
In the elephantiafis, the ſoles. of the feet 
are cracked, but no boils, either there or on 
the crown of the head,. as Fob had, and as 
is common in the /mall-pox, In the ele. 


phantight, 


* 
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phantiafis, the patients are flothful and 
ſleepy, from the beginning to the end : 
Jobs diſtemper was ſleepleſs and n | 
the ſmallpox often is. | 

Jos's Amper was attended with vomit- 
ing, with pains in his back, with loathing of 
food, and loſs of ſkin : all theſe are attend- 
ants upon the ſmall-pox, but unknown to 
"the elepbantiaſis. 

Jos indeed complains of wrinkles, and jt 
is certain, that the elephant1afis wrinkles the 
ſkin ; but he complains, in the ſame breath, 


of being lean and withered * ; whereas, in 


the elephantiafis, there is an univerſal ſwel- 


ling: and therefore it is reaſonable to con- 


clude, that this leanneſs, and theſe wrinkles 
of Jobs were the effects of his ſorrows, 
antecedent to that ſickneſs, with which Satan 
ſmote him. 

It were eaſy to add more proofs to the 
fame purpoſe ; but, I hope, thoſe I have 
already urged, will be thought ſufficient to 
evince, that Job's diſtemper was not the 
elephantiafis. 


* Job xvi. 8. 
To 
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To conclude : 171 45 

As rational conjetures are oftentimes 
uſeful inlets to knowledge, the candid reader 
will, Ihope, be indulgent to this, in relation 
to David's diſtemper ; which I am far from 
obtruding as a truth: for, after all, poſſibly 
all his P/alms upon this head may be no 
more than figurative deſcriptions of the ſtate 
of his mind, fick with fin: nor is this ſup- 
poſition ill rromided upon the 4th verſe of 
the forty- firſt P/alm, before referred to: 


Heal my ſoul; for I have finned againſt thee. 


And, agreeably to this way of thinking, we 
find fin figured out to us, in the prophetic _ 
ſtyle, under the ideas of - bruzſes and nn | 
and putrijying you Iſa. i. 6, N 


GA 
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CHAP. VII. 


Abſalom takes the Advantag e of his” 
Father's Sickneſs, to Ar a Conſpi- 
racy e him. The Methods be 

made uſe of to delude the People i in 


"os Favour. 


BSALOM had not been long reſtored 
to his father's favour, before his pride 

and popularity broke out in an extraordinary 
manner. 
I T is ſufficiently evident, from foe paſ- 
ſages in this hiſtory, that David, as his ſons 
grew up, gave each of them ſome patrimony, 
which he left to their own management (it 
was not then deemed beneath the dignity of 
princes, to be early initiated in all the patri- 
archal arts of rural induſtry). Particularly 
Abſalom, we know, had flocks and fields 
of corn ; and it is probable, that his wealth 
increaſed in his exile and confinement : not 
only as his expences might be leſſened on 
theſe accounts; but alſo, as his circumſtances 
might be conſiderably bettered, by preſents 
7 from 
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from his grandfather, and the royal family 
at Geſbur, who, doubtleſs, conſidered him 


as the heir apparent to the crown of '1/-ael ; 


and accordingly encouraged and enabled him 


to ſupport his pretenſions, and to keep 'up 
a port ſuitable to his dignity. And hence it 
was, in all probability, that when he was 


received into favour, he ſet up a magnificent - - 


equipage, prepared him chariots and horſes, 


and a retinue of no leſs than fifty men, to 


run before him: poſſibly, attendants, in ap- 
pearance; but, in effect, guards. 
_ ABovur this time, I apprehend, it was, 


that David fell ſick: and Ab/alom_ taking 


the adyantage of that infirm and diſtreſſed 


condition, to which he ſaw him reduced, 


laid the foundation of his conſpiracy,” or 


rather purſued the plan of his ambition, 


concerted at Geſbur. Which probably, at 
firſt, meant no more than to ſecure to him- 
ſelf the ſucceſſion of the crown, in prefer- 

ence to Solomon; for whom David deſigned 
it. And ſeeing the king reduced ſo low by 


his diſtemper, that his life was deſpaired of; 


wicked as he was, he might think it better 
to wait the ifſue of it, than to embrue his 
hands in his father's blood. And there is 

| no 


, D 
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no doubt but the king, who (as we have 


ſeen in the laſt chapter) diſcoyered the 
conſpiracy: in his ſickneſs, took immediate 


meaſures to defeat it, as ſoon as he found 


himſelf recovering. Nor is it improbable; 
that he diſſembled his recovery as long as he 


could, to prevent the effects of his ſon's am- 


bition and impetuofity, who ſufficiently ap- 
pears, from the forty-firſt P/a/m, to have 
— determined upon | his - father's de- 
ſtruction, and fully reſolved to out-do the 
malignity of his diſeaſe, and cut him off, if 
that ſhould ſpare bm. For thoſe; I am 
ſatisfied, are Ab/alom's own words, recorded 
by David at the 8th verſe of that Pſalm; 
And now that he lieth, be un 2 wp nd 


more. 


Ir muſt doubtleſs have thee! matter of 
great ſurprize, and inexpreſſible affſiction, to 
David, to find the two men in the world, 
whom he ſeems to have moſt loved and con- 
fided in, combining againſt him, and com- 
paſſing bis death; Abſalom, and Abitbopbel; 
his ſon, and his counſellor. And both of theſe 
are, as I apprehend, ſufficiently and clearly 


characterized in the laſt-cited Pjalm : The 


vanity and lying” ſpirit of Ab/alom-in theſe 
8 words, 
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words, (ver. 6.) And if he come to ſee me, 
he ſpeaketh vanity : his heart gathereth falſ+ 
bood «within himſelf: when he goeth abroad, 
be felleth it: And the treachery of Abitho-, 
pbel in theſe, (ver. 9. Yea mine own fa- 
miliar friend, in whom I truſted, which did 
eat of my bread, hath lifted up bis heel * 
againſt me. W feet 
HERE we ſee a complaint, not only of 
truſt betrayed, but the rights of hoſpitality 
violated: the man that did this, had eaten 
of his bread . 1% „ M 
. In this exigency David had recourſe, as 
uſual, to the divine mercy and protection; 
crying out, (ver. 10.) Thou, O Lord, be © 
merciful to me, and raiſe me up, that I may 
reguite them. And finding their devices ſo © 
far defeated, as not to terminate in his im- 
mediate deſtruction, he gradually gathered 
hope and confidence from that delay; which 
he quickly perceived, not to have ariſen from 
any abatement in their malignity, but from 


Query, Whether this expreſſion might not have 
give, firſt hint of the fable of che a the Sick 
on ; _ 
' + This ſhews the ſacred regard to the rights of 
hoſpitality among the Fews, prior to any thing we heart 
upon that head in the accounts of the Heathen world. 
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the interpoſition of Providence in his behalf 
(foer.11.) ; By this Thnow, that thou favoureſt 
me, becauſe mine enemy doth not triumph 
over me; and as for me, thou upboldeſt me 
in mine integrity, and + cab me before thy 
face for ever. 

Ir it be urged, That all this is only a com- 
ment upon a Pſalm, not grounded upon any 
hiſtorical relation; I anſwer, That this 
Pjalm is plainly hiſtorical ; 5 confeſſedly 
written by David, and perſonally applied to 
himſelf; and conſequently muſt refer to 
ſome-circumſtance of his life; and can refer 
to no other but this; and when applied to 
this, gives, as I ipprekend, new light to the 
facred hiſtorian's account of n s re- 
bellion. 

Now the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, 
(2 Sam. xv.) That when the people reſorted 
to the king for juſtice, on occaſion of any 
controverſy which had ariſen between them, 
Abſalom was early up, and intercepted them 
as they came to the gate where. the king's 
tribunal was held ; and as they approached, 
' inquired of each of them, What tribe, city, 
and family they were of, that he might pro- 
portion his compliments and civilities accord- 


ing to their quality, and conſequence: ca- 
refſed, and deluded them with glofing lyes: 


cauſe ; and always found it good and juſt: 


man was deputed of the king to hear them: 
and earneſtly wiſhing, that he were autho- 


rized, and in capacity of doing them juſtice: 


O that I were made judge in the land, 


that every man whith bath any ſuit or cauſe, 


might come unto me; and I would do bim 
Juſtice 1” And what was this, in effect, but 
faying; O that I were in my father's place, I 
would do juſtice! — Plainly — 
that he would do what others did not. 
Now we learn from the preceding part 
| of this hiſtory, that David” was wont to atl- 
Why then does Ab/alom nz that no one 
was deputed of him, to hear che grievances 
. of his ſubjects “? The reaſon is plain, from 
the forty-firſt' Palm. The king was fick, 
and could not attend in perſon”; and the 
people knew it: otherwiſe Abjalom's calumny 


It. muſt be owned, that this could only be meant of 
ſome” important cauſes and appeals, reſeryed for the 


king's hearing; fof there were ordinary judges enough, 


to hear the ordinary courſe of cauſes. 
Vor, III. 1 would 
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pretended to inquire” into che merit or their 


ſadly lamenting, at the ſame time, that no 


= 
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Would naturally have been, that the king 
was grown proud and haughty, and above 
his buſineſs; or elſe, old and indolent, and 
negligent of his ſubjects. 

No w, is it to be believed, that Ab/alow 


[could carry on this train of deluſion and lyes, 
king's being informed of it? That is not to 
be imagined. : the proceeding, was too public 
to be concealed. | Let us then take it for 
granted, that the king was quickly informed 
of it; and, found, that ,a;ſon, who viſited 
him conftantly in bis ſickneſs, and pretended 
great, ſalicitude for his health, Was at the 
ſame — plotting againſt him; deluding his 
ple with lyes, E ene 
wi to he in his place; which was, in 
2 him dead. How ow could he 
more naturally expreſs. himſelf upon that 


head, on ſuppoſition that he kney all this, 


than he does in theſe, words of the forty-firſt 

Eſaln (part of which hath been already te- 
cited) ; vr. 3. Mine enemies * /deak evil of 
_ Here we ſee David ſpeaks, ver. 5. indefinitely, of 


his enemies in general, being loth to brand a favourite 
ſon; but yet, In the next verſe; he limits his reflection 


to a particular rlon, who could be no other th 
Abſalom. - e un, 


nne: 


LY _w_ — ä „ it” of 


r ont ec WR ug 


bie af R DuD. rag 
mel: When: fholl by dies and 5 . 
aer WN: mil 

VIX. 6. Ardvif bro come An wt; my 
ſpeaketh vanity. His beart conceiveth" falſe" 


hood within himſelf\; when he goethabroad, he 


relleth it. But ſuppoſe the king in health, 
ſhutting out complainants from his preſence, 
and then lamenting his neglect of admi- 
niſtring/ juſtiee; | Could? there be a greater 
villainy, than thus to abuſe his father, and 
juſtice and judgment; turning his moſt valu- 
able talent, and higheſt merit; as a monarch, 
into the moſt crying guilt a governor could 
fallintoo?c How: execrable/1s ambition, thus 
building itſelf» upon the! baſeſt ingratitude, 
and cruelleft calumny: l O that I were made 
judge in the land! — exclaims the abandoned 
miſcreant. Rare character of a judge, com- 
pounded of falſhood and flattery, inſpiring 
rebellion, and meditating parricide, and cover- 
ing his ambition under the ſpecious guiſe of 
an humble familiarity! He would not ſuffer 
himſelf to be adored, as his father did ; but 
when any one came to proſtrate himſelf 
f him, he prevented him; and before 
24 he 
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he could reach. the earth, caught him in his 


arms, and embraced him: When any one, 


ſays the text; came nigb to bim, to do him 
obeyſance, he put forth bis hand, and took 

bim, and kiſſed him: rather paying court, than 
receiving it, As Tacitus tells us, Otho adored 


the people, ſtretched out his hands, laviſhed 


his kiſſes, and did every thing in the moſt 
ſetvile manner, for the ſake of ſway. And 
in tbis manner, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, 
aid Aßſalom to all Jjrael, that came to the 
King for judgment. So ole the 
beanie of "the men of Hrael. 6744: 201% 
AnsALOon robbed his 9 of, the af. 
fetions of his people, as Cyrus the younger 
did his brother: but parents are more indul- 
gent, more eaſily deluded, and induced to 
forgive, than brethren; as will Oo! 1 2 
tlie ſequel of this hiſtory. bs | 
I muſt be owned; that Abſalom, =. 
ſides his arts of popularity, now recited, had 
two great natutal advantages; which, if 
they are attended with civility; never Fail: 
to: Min the affection and veneration of the 
vulgar; a graceful perſon, and an high birth; 
being, at once, remarkably, beautiful, and 


| age nene both, by his father and 


mother. 


211 * 4 
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mother. Beſides this, Amnon, his elder bro- 


ther, was dead; and fo, in all probability, 
was Chi leab, BBafnleht af we hear no more 


of him; and Solomon, his only competitor 


for the crown, was yet very young. His 


father was too indulgent to him; he ſaw 


him aſſume all the ſtate of heir apparent to 
the . crown, yet took no meaſures, that we 
know of, to correct his folly, or repreſs his 
pride. And therefore it was not unnatural, 
that they who favoured, 4b/alom,; "ſhould 
preſume, that his father ſecretly encouraged 
what he did not openly controul;  _... ..., / 
Tus did David's infirmities concur, in 
executing the divine decree, of raiſing up 
evil to _ out i his own houſe, Zend 
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 Ablalom breaks out into en. Rebellion 
and Achitop hel Joins. Bim. Paid 


a Le. from — puts up bit 
 Proyers 70 GOD. na: enen 
in bis 'Diftrefe. | | 


E have ſeen, . ee hugh 

ters, Abſalom's intentions of 'rebel- 
85 againſt his father : whoſe unexpected 
recovery, (under the influence of theitivine 
favour and protection) in all probability, 
broke his meaſures for that time; and made 
him poſtpone his wicked purpoſe. Nor can 
it be imagined, but that David, from that 
time, kept a ſtricter eye over him: ſo that 
he could make no further progreſs in his evil 
intentions. In the mean time, his popula- 
rity had all the field he could with : as all 


the people of Iſrael reſorted to Feruſolem, 


thrice in every year, on the three ſolemn. 
feſtivals ; he had ſo. often an opportunity of 


paying bis court, and inſinuating his poiſon, 


till the infection ſpread through the whole 


he Lifs of King Davy.” 19 


body of the realm; and wanted nothing but 
a- fair occaſion to diſplay itſelf im all its 
malignity : nor was this wanting long. 

Tu ſacred hiſtorian informs us, W ) 
Abſalom, under the pretence of a vow; Which 
he had made at G,, applied do die father, 
for leave to go and" offer ſome" ſacrifices at 
Hebron, that nan patriarchal city, and 
place of his nativity. Iaſepbus tells us, that 
this was done” four years after his fathers 
reconciliation to him: which plainly ſtiews- 
this to have been the reading in the text, at 
that time: as it alſo was in the time o 
Theodoret, and ſtill is in the Syrian and Ara. 
Bic verſions, and many antient manuſcripts; 
altho the Hebrew text now ſaith, that 
this came to paſs afrer forty years; without 
computing from whence they began. 

Tux nature of his vow is thus explained-/ 
by thedacred hiſtorian, (2 Cam. xv. fl.) who" " 
tells us, that Agulo addreſſed his father in 
the following manner : For thy ſervant vowed, 
a . while. T agoite Cy in N, 

. Some compute theſe f 2 Devit's fielt © 
anointment to the crown” wy Lunz which * 


might) then have been made uſe of, as the year of o 
men us, Without being mentioned. | 


14 faying, 


the true religion, and determined againſt 
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Jaying, Jt the Lord ſhall bring me again 
indeed to Feruſalem, then I will ſerve: the, 
Lord. This vow, we ſee, is exactly con- s 
ceived in the piety of the patriarchal ſtyle ; 
and plainly, implies, that however he was 
tempted by his grandfather to ſerve the 
gods of Geſtur, yet he continued ſteady to 


idolatry: which David, we may aſſurè our- 
ſelves, was highly delighted to hear, and 
accordingly gave a ready conſent to the per- 


fotmance of his vow. But from this very 


circumſtance of Ab/alom's aſking and obtain- 
ing leave, we may clearly infer, that David. 
held him, at this time, under ſome reſtraint; 
which plainly implies, at leaſt, ſome ſuſpi- 
cion of him. The ſame thing is al ſo, as I 
apprehend, ſufficiently evident, from the 


companions which Ab/alom took with him to 


Hebron, which were two hundred men out 
of Feruſalem: whom the ſacred hiſtorian ac- 
quits of being any way conſcious to his con- 
ſpiracy ; conſequently they were ſuch. as 
David could no way ſuſpect. They went in 


their ſimplicity, ſaith the ſacred writer, and 
they knew not any thing. Now, there can 
be no doubt, but that Ab/alom would much 


rather 
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rather have taken ſome. of thoſe along, with 
him, who were more intimately embarked 
in his intereſt; but that he knew that could 
not be done, without awakening his father's 


jealouſy ; and, Perhaps, lein bis whole 
deſign. ay S 
THERE is no doubt bug Dowd als 
proper meaſures to have him watched, at. 
Hebron: but Abſalom, forefaw, this, and pre- 
vented all the effects of his father pre- 
cautions; for before: he left Jeruſalum, he 
took care to ſend his emiſſaries thoughout, all 
the tribes ; doubtleſs, under colour of in- 
viting perſons: of diſtinction to the ſacrifice.z. 
but, in reality, to carry the watch-word and 
onal, before agreed on between them: That 
as. ſoon as they ſhould hear the trumpet 
ſound, they ſhould immediately give out the 
word, at once, That Abſalom. was crowned ; 
king at Hebron. By which means the po- 
ple ruſhed.in as a flood, and. the conſpiracy, 
like a contagious ulcer, een * came 
to a head, almoſt at one. 
Tux only perſon 3 by 8 
hiſtorian, as invited to the ſacriſice from 
Hebron, is Achitopbel the Gilonite, David's 
counſellor : : whoſe. arcinal,.: from his own 
n dane 76 City, 


was ſtrung; for tbe 
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city, from Gilob, whither Ahalum ſent for 


him, leems to have given the finiſhing ſtroke 

to the rebellion. For then the ſacred hiſto- 
rian immediately adds — Ani the conſpiracy 
puspir increaſed” cunti- 


nually with Abſalom. Achitophel was too 
cunning to diſcover” himſelf, till he ſay all 
things favourable” and proſperous on the part 
G Ham: and they both very well judged,” 
that his acceſſion” tothe conſpiracy, in thoſe 
circumitances, was the likelicft ne een 
ſure its ſucceſs. 

Wsðäu may ringe an could! 
not continue long in this condition, before 

David had a full account of all that paſſed: 


the danger was inſtant, and he took his mea- 


ſures accordingly.” The city was not in a” 
condition to ſuſtain a fiege; and if it were, 
he did not care to expoſe a favourite city, 
built by himſelf, and tlie reſidence of the 
tabernacle of Gon: to all the evils incident 
to ſieges, and almoſt inſeparable from them. 
Nor, perhaps, did he cape to truſt the in- 
habitants of a place; ſo long expoſed to the 
. . However, . 
in 


This, I think, 6 Sf Pſalm, - 
which, 1 "pprehend to have been meditated, * 


the LN f King W 123 
in appearance, he placed his refolntion of 
leaving the city, to the ſtore of his tenders 
neſs and concern kor ie, and ſecretly, 1 
doubt not, to is u to ſee the 
flame of civil.war'lighted up in his country, 
which could no ſooner he kindled; than it 
muſtaf neceſſity devour ſome of his brethren, 
and perhaps his beſt ſubjects. In this diſtreſs 
he immediately ſummoned all his ſervants, 
that were in the city; and ſaid unte them} 
n gs gr: * g 
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„For it avas not an enemy that reprogc th 
Tia haue borne 175 neither 2237 rachel ey 1300 


as Puaghify. hip/elf ageinf at, thes 4 would! bave hid 
15 from, bi. 
But it note this, wan; mine equa my full 
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| from Abſalom : make ſpeed to depart, leſt be 
overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us; 
and ſmi te the city with the edge f the ſword. 
He was well acquainted with the young 
man's impetuoſity, and the madneſs of the 
people; and judged it better to give way to 
the fury of the flood, than attempt to ſtem 
it in the fulneſs of its overflo wing. 
'AccoRDINGLY, he inſtantly quite 
the city, with all his ſervants, and all his 
houſhold (except ten concubines, whom 
he left to take care of the houſe); and di- 
ſpatched them all before him, over the brook 
Kidron, directing their way to the wildef- 
neſs; the Cherethites and Pelethites, (of 
whom we have already ſpoken) and with 
them fix hundred Gittites, who very pro- 
videntially came to him to Jeruſalem (be- 
ing baniſhed from Gatb) but the very day 
before, with the brave Ittai at their head 
(withall his family); whom David, knowing 
him fatigued with his journey, would, from 
a noble principle of generoſity, (which pre- 
ferred his friend's relief to his own ſafety) 
fain have perſuaded to turn back with his 
brethren ; which he gallantly refuſed to do, 
vowing, that where- ever David was, A 
death 


death or life, there would he his ſervant be 


alſo, All theſe paſſed on before, and David 
himſelf, with his body of brave n 
about him, brought up the rear. 4 
AMONG the reſt of thoſe who ee 
the king, when he left the city, and reſolved 
to follow his fate, were Zadok and Abia- 
thar the prieſts: Zadok, attended by all 
the Levites, bearing the ark of the covenant 
of the Lok b; and they ſet down the ark of 
Go before the king, as he ſtood to ſee the 


And Abiathar, ſaith the text, went up, (pro- 
bably to ſome eminence, to review the people 
ab they paſſed). until all the people bad done 
paſſing out of the city. And the king ſaid 
unto Zadok; Carry back the ark of God into 
the city : 52 T'fhall find favour in the eyes of 
the Lord, be will bring me again, and ſteu 
me both it, and his habitation. But if be 
thus Jay, TI have no delight in thee ; behold, 
here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth good 
unto bim. He ſent back the high-prieſts,” as 
knowing their character was too facred to 
ſuffer any violence from the uſurper, tho he 


knew their fidelity to his father: and for the 


reſt, he wholly ſubmitted. himſelf to the 
Nat divine 


4 


| 
= 
| 
| 

| 

(| 


people paſs over the Kidron before him: 


divine diſpoſal. He beſought God, as; 
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 Aexander. Severus * told: his — a. 
generous and a wiſe man ſhould; praying 
for the beſt chings, and bearing whatever 
gad befal. % 

David faw plainly, that Go h had raiſed 
this war againſt him, in puniſhment. of his 
guilt, That God had. raiſed up this evil. to: 
him, out of his own. houſe ; and I imagine I 


now hear him taking up the ame lamentation, 


which Alphonjus the Wiſe, king of Arragon, 
afterwasds did, upon a like occaſion: I 


wander nat ſo much at ny people's n, 


lo me, 44 at my own to Gon. 


Ix this ſpirit of humiliation, David would, 
nat preſume. to have tho ack, the ſymbol of 
the Divine. Preſence, borne before him in 
that war? that was an honour of which he: 
deemed. himſelf utterly. unworthy And 
therefore; referring him ſelf, and his affairs, 
with intire reſignation, to the diſpoſal. of the 
Divine Providence, he remanded Zadok and 
Abiathar back to the city, with the ark. 
WEN David had given the reaſons, te- 
lating to himſelf, why he would not bare 
the ark carried before him into the field * ber 


„ en, | * 
11 "© 


the Life of King Davin. 127 
then adds a reaſon perſonal to Zadol: Art 
not thou a ſeer ? Return in peace, It ſhould 
ſeem from hence, that Zadok was a prophet: 
however, as a prieſt, he was a teacher; and, 
as ſuch, bound to ſtay with bis people in 
the greateſt exigencies, and inſtruct them in 
their duty. Beſides that by ſtaying to do 
his duty to his people, he might alſo do good 
offices to his prine 
concerted a method, both with Sado and 
Abiathar, of cqrreſponding with bim, and 


ſending him intelligence of all the enemies 


meaſures, by their ſons, Ahimaz the ſon of 
Zadet, and Fonathen the ſon of Abiathar, | 


Tx 1s done, David went up the aſcent 
of Mount Oliver, his feet bare, and his head 


eavered.; and wept as be went: and all the 
people — was with him, covered every man 


his bead; and they went up weeping. 4nd 


all the country wept with a loud vaice,— 
How Damwd's thoughts were py, 
in this fad. reverſe of his fortune, I think, 


ſufficiently appears from the forty-third Pſalm. 


And indeed it needs ſo little ſagacity to ſee, 


or ingenuity to own, that the meditations 
there recorded are peculiarly ſuited to this 
occaſion, that commentators are agreed in 

the 


prince. And accordingly David 
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the- point-: nor can any thing be imagined 
more natural to a man of his character, and 
under thoſe circumſtances, than that ſolemn 
appeal to the divine juſtice, againſt a vile ſon, 
and a wicked people, with which this P/a/m 
begins *; or the earneſt ſupplication for 
relief and reſtoration, which follows it ; 
or that lively exptefitor of hope, and con- 
fidence in the divine 'protertin, which con- 
cludes it T. 

Ir any reader ſhould find any Aifficulty | 
in concluding this P/alm to have been me- 
ditated upon this occaſion; let him teflect, 
whether there can be any thing extraordinary 
in n ſuppofing ſome memorial to haye been left 


4 _ c 
— fron ny fm > go hon 


* 
— 1 | Us 
Autos F. N the God frength. Why 
er. 2. For t art my 

dit thou caſt me off ? Why go LE a of the 
op preſſion of the enemy 

+ Ver. 3. 0 out light and thy trith ; let 
them lead — let — —— unto thy holy hill, and to 
thy tabernacles. 

4. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God 
exceedi "g jay: yea, upon 1 the harp will 1 praiſe thee, 3 
God, my FA 


+ Ver. 5. Why art thow caft down, O my foul? And 


: why art thou diſguieted a me! in God ; for 


I ſhall yet fraije Sas who 1s the health e yy arama, 
and my God. 


to 
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to us of David's meditations, upon an occa- 
ſion ſo very extraordinary; for ſurely a more 


memorable event was never recorded in 
hiſtory ; nor a more moving ſpectacle ever 
exhibited to mortal eyes! A king, venerable 


for his years and victories ; ſacred in the 


characters both of his piety and prophecy; 


renowned for proweſs, and revered for wiſ- 


dom; reduced to the condition of a fugitive! 


to a ſudden and extreme neceſſity of flying 


for his life, from the preſence of his own 
ſon, his darling and delight! and a whole 
n loudly lamenting his fate! 


I this condition David went up the 


Mount, and when he reached the ſummit of 
it, fell down proſtrato “ before Gop : and 
again put up his prayers, for protection and 
deliverance, to that mighty Being, 1who/tilleth 
the raging of the ſea, and the madneſs of the 
people; chiefly (as it is generally believed) 
in the words of the third Pſaim: and was 
immediately inſpired with that conſolation 


e ephus tells us, that when David reached the 
top of the mountain, he took a view of the city, and 
prayed to God, with abundance of tears. The candid 
reader will perhaps think it worth his notice, that Foſe- 
phus ſhould tell us, That David wept, and viewed the 
city, in the ſame ſpot, from which the evangeliſt informs 
us that our bleſſed Saviour wept over it. 


Vor. III. K and 


— 
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and ſtrong confidence of conquering | his 


enemies, recorded: in the cloſe of it, and, 
in all probability, poured out that moment, 
in the preſence of all his people: —— Ariſe, 
O Lord; ſave me, O my God; for thou haſt 
ſmitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone, 
Thou haſt broken the teeth of the ungodly, 
Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: thy bleſſing 
is upon thy people. 

As Davyd was going up the Mount, on 
was brought him, that Achitophel was among 
the conſpirators : and the moment he heard 
it, he put up his humble and' earneſt ſup- 
plication to that Go Dp, who leadeth coun- 


ſellors away ſpoiled, and maketh the judges 


fools *: O Lord, I pray thee, turn the 
counſel of Achitophel into fookſhneſs, And 
when he had finiſhed his devotions upon the 
Mount, it pleaſed Gop to furniſh him, at 


that moment, with the means of effecting 
what he prayed for: for, behold, Huſhai the 


Archite, David's friend, came, that inſtant; 
to meet him, with his coat rent, and earth 


upon his head: and David's good genius 


* 7obxil. 17. alſo ver. 20. He removeth away the 
ſpeech of the truſty, and taketh away the W 


of the aged. 
ſuggeſted 


wm ——— 
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ſuggeſted to him, the ſame inſtant, the moſt 
probable method of defeating the devices of 
Achitophel, by the means of his friend. | 

Hus HAI was famous in the cabinet, but 


unpractiſed in the camp: David therefore 


told him, That if he ſhould go with him 
into the field, he would be a burden to 


him (he would but add to the number 


of his houſhold, not his ſoldiers); ſaying, 


That he himſelf had no ſure reſource, or 


means of ſupport : but if he would return 
to the city, and ſubmit to Abſalom, he might 
be a means of defeating the counſels of Achi- 
zophel, in his prince's favour 3 and at the 
ſame time, have an opportunity of letting 


him into all the ſecrets of the enemy, by 


informing Zadok and Abiathar of every 
thing that paſſed, who would tranſmit the 
account by their ſons. Accordingly Huſhai 
returned to Feruſalem, and teached the de 
_ after ay, cave had Ne - 
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N. A. F. jor 
Ziba s treachery t0 Mephibolheth, and 


_Daviy 5100 baſty grant of his "Rab | 
- poſed. forfeiture. . Shimei . curſes 
Davio, who ./ not ſuffer: him to be 
chat ed. De Curfes in the Pſalms 


- accounted _for, from. tis Paſſage. 
|" Huſhai infmates bimelf into Ab- 
falom' Favour, amd by defeating 
er Allvice, ber 


Wiang fs Wali mit dine 


| Wr [David-knew:with een 
VV chat Acbitopbel was among the con- 
ſpirators, he ſaw his danger in all its ſtrength. 
A hot-headed young man, high in vanity, 
extravagant in hope, and eaſily overſet with 


* 


ſucceſs, was not an object of much terror, 
to a man of Davids great experience, and 

conſummate wiſdom ; but the proweſs, po- 
pularity, and numbers of ſuch a man, con- 


ducted by the calm ſkill and prudence of an 


+ Achztophel,, was ſufficient matter of juſt fear. 
David, however, ſunk not under it ; but 


had 
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had recourſe, as uſual, to the protection of 
that Gop, who only could deliver him, and 


who had never failed him in diſtreſs; be- 
ſeeching him to confound and infatuate the 


counſel of Achitophel, | Achitophel was one 


of thoſe prime politicians, (as they are 


deemed) who are often accounted wiſer | 
than others, merely becauſe they are more 


wicked; for, having no reſtraint of conſci- 


and ſometimes effect, what others cannot, 
that is, dare not; and are therefore, by 


ſuch as judge only of things by their preſent 
advantage or expediency, admired as ſage 


and ſagacious; but are, in the account of 
all- ſeeing and unerring Wiſdom, numbered 
among thoſe whoſe wiſdom. is N 
and the end thereof are the mays ef death. 

Da vip well knew, that the evil candle in; | 


which Achitophel was embarked, could only 


be conducted by wicked meaſures 3 and there 
fore it was a duty of true religion, to be- 
ſeech Go p to confound his counſels. And 
the moſt probable human means of effecting 
this, was, as he judged, by oppoſing the 
counſels of Huſhai to them; and he * 
ceeded accordingly, 


K 3 =. "Warn 


ence, or fear of Gop, they can often adviſe | 
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Wr David had given his inſtructions 
to Huſbai and the prieſts, he purſued his 
march towards the wilderneſs, and reſolved 
to get out of the reach of the impending 
ſtorm as faſt as he could; and ſhun its firſt 
fury at any rate, well knowing, that to gain 
time, was to gain a thouſand means of di- 
ſperfing it. He had paſſed but a little way 
beyond the ſummit of Mount Oliver, before 
Ziba came up with him with two afles 
ſaddled, and heavy laden with bread, and 
fruits, and wine *. Among the reſt are men- 
tioned, an hundred bunches of ſummer fruits, 
which are very reaſonably ſuppoſed to be the 
early fig: conſequently, this flight of Da- 
vid was about the beginning of ſummer: 
at which time a preſent of fruits muſt have 
been ve very ſeaſonable and refreſhing. The 
king aſked Zibu, What he meant by theſe 
things? probably, imagining that they were 
4 preſent from Mephiboſbeth. For when 
Ziba anſwered; That the aſſes were for the 
ſervice of his Moheſtys houſhold; and the 
wine "Re fruits, * the refreſhment of ſuch 


* 2 "WY xvi. 1. Je W en oe an 
hundred bunches 5 reißt, and an _y 4 2 
A and a bottle * wine, + 
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of them as might be weary and faint in the 
wilderneſs ; the king immediately replied, - 
And where is thy maſter's ſon{ To which, 
that artful, falſe villain, immediately an- 
ſwered, That he ſtaid in the city, in hopes 
that this commotion might calm after ſome 
time, and end in a revolution in his favour. 
David, too raſhly credulous, although of an 
unſuſpected ſervant, againſt the fon of a 
tried friend, and too haſtily reſenting his 
imagined ingratitude, immediately concluded 
Mephiboſheth a traitor, who had forfeited his 
whole fortune, and accordingly beſtowed the 
forfeiture upon his informer — Thine, ſays 
he to Ziba, are all that pertained to Mephi- 
boſheth —— verifying that fine obſervation- 
of Seneca, That kings give many things with 
covered eyes, eſpecially in time of war, To 
that ſudden and great grant, the gluttonous 
flatterer made no other return than an hum» 
ble and earneſt ſupplication for the continu- 
ance of his majeſty's favour'to him: I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, that I may find grace in thy 
fight, my lord, O king — As if he ſcarcely 
felt that he was rewarded for his calumny, a 
calumny for which he well mm to have 
been racked, | 

K * War EN 
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Wurm the king reached Bahurim, the 
next village in his way to the wilderneſs, 
Sbimei, the fon Gera, of the family of 
Saul, came out, and curſed him to his face, 
with repeated curſes: and, not contented 
with curſing, he caſt ſtones at him, and at 
all his ſervants that attended him; treating 
him with as much indignity as he would a 
dog; bidding him get out, bloody man as he 
was, and @ man of Belial : adding, That 
Gov had now brought vengeance upon him 
for all the blood of the houſe of Saul, and 
had now delivered the throne, which he had 
uſurped, into the hand of his ſon Abſalom : 
That he was caught in his own wiles, be- 
cauſe he was a bloody man. This, ſurely, 
was one of tho ſevereſt trials of patience, 
that ever human magnanimity endured.. 

The accuſation was notoriouſiy falſe, and the 
king could, for that reaſon, bear it the bet- 
ter; but bis ſervants ſaw it not, in the light 
of their maſter's equanimity, but his enemy's 
inſolence. Abiſbai, Davids nephew, could 
not bear it; but begged the king's permiſſion 
to take off the traitor's head that uttered it: 
which David abſolutely refuſed, and added 
a rebuke to his refuſal — What have I ta 
do 


curſe, becauſe the Lord bath ſaid unto him, 


Curſe David. Who then ſhall ſay, Where- 


fore haſt thou done ſo ? Here we have, in 


three words, a clear comment upon all the 
curſes throughout David's Pſalms : they are 


in 


all prophetic denunciations of divine, ven- 


geance. David curſed, becauſe Gop com- 
manded- him: and how could he tell but 


Shimei had the ſame commiſſion to curſe 
him; although, perhaps, in his rage he ex- 
ceeded it? He knew himſelf innocent of 


the blood of Saul, now charged upon him ; 
but at the ſame time, he knew himſelf guilty | 
of the bloed of Uriah : and who knew, 
whether this was not part of the WO | 


due to it?; 
Tux king then turning to Abiſhai, and. 
the reſt of his ſervants who were about him; 


aſked them, How it could be. ſurpriſing 2 


ſee a Benjamite revile him, when they be- 


held his own ſon in rebellion againſt him, 
and ſeeking his life? This however, ſtrange 
as it was, was evidently the work of Cop; 
who had declared, he would raiſe up evil.” 


to him out o, his own houſe (and did fo, by 


R the ſon's guilt to chaſtiſe the 
father's) ; 
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father's); and therefore he concluded, the 
other was ſo too : and, in that perſuaſion, 
he peremptorily commanded his ſervants ; 
Let him alone, let him curſe ; for the Lord 
hath bidden him. He then immediately 
added If may be, that the Lord will 
lool on mine affliction, and that the Lord will. 
requite me good, for his curſing, this day. 
Although this was a chaſtiſement from Go Þ - 
upon him, yet if he bore it as became him, 
it might become a means of mercy to him. 
His humble ſubmiſſion, and reſignation 
might call down the divine commiſeration 
upon his patience and penitence. David's 
' patience but more inflamed Shimei's inſo- 
lence. And as David and his ſervants 
marched along, Shimei kept pate with them 
upon the fide of an adjacent hill; and till 
continued curſing, reviling, and throwing 
duſt and ſtones, unchaſtiſed. David en- 
dured it all: when he was reviled, he reviled 
nbt again; When he ſuffered, he threatened 
not ; hut committed his cauſe to Him who 
judgeth righteoufly . How far he was, in 
this inſtance, an emblem of his ſuffering 


1 Pet, il. 23. 


SON, 
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8e M, is not, I hope, hard to diſcern, or ad- 
venturous to aſſert. But as it is no part of 
my purpoſe to purſue this parallel, T for- 
bear ; and only beg leave to add, that this 
paſſage is a ſtrong inſtance to ſhew, how 
ſtrict and exemplary a diſcipline reigned 
throughout David's forces. I on I have 
ſome doubt, whether a body of European 
officers, encompadling their general, ſo treat- 
ed, would wait his orders to diſpatch . 
reviler. | 
Ho far David marched, — he, his 
6 farnily, and his forces, took any refreſhment, 
is nowhere mentioned by the ſacred writer : 
but this defect is ſupplied by Fo/ephus, ho 
gives us to underſtand, that he ſuffered his 
people to take no refreſhment, till they reached- 
the banks of Jordan. Here then let us _ 
him for a while, and return to Abſalom: -+ 


| Waxn David quitted Feruſalem, it was 
upon a perſuaſion, that Ab/alom would make 
all the haſte he could to poſſeſs himſelf of 
the capital, and, if poſſible, to ſurpriſe his 
father in it. And as he judged, ſo it came 
to paſs; for he, and all his people, imme- 
diately marched to Feruſalem, and Achito- 
phel with him. And it ſhould ſeem, from 
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the ſacred hiſtorian, that they arrived there 
a conſiderable. time before David reached the 
banks of the Jordan. For when Huſbai 
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came to the city, he found Ab/alom in quiet 
poſſeſſion, and juſt going to call a council 
upon the preſent poſture of affairs. Huſhai, 
mindful of his inſtructions, loſt no time to 
pay his court, and profeſs his allegiance : 
but immediately coming up to Abſalom, 
addreſſed him in the cuſtomary form of ſalu- 


tation to kings; or rather, with a ſeemingly 


peculiar zeal for his ſervice, he redoubled the 
ſalutation; God ſave the king God ſave the 


king 1... Abſalom, amazed at what he heard, 
upbraided him with His ingratitude, in de- 


ſerting Dauid — and asked him? 1s this 


thy kindneſs to thy friend? He did not dare 
to ſay, To my father, (for that queſtion 
would have carried a heavier reproach upon 


himſelf) and therefore he mentioned only 


the relation which Huſbai had to David; 


and, dwelling upon that, aſked him, Why 


he went not with his friend? In anſwer to 
which, Huſbai gave him to underſtand, that 


his allegiance was governed by other 8 


ciples than thoſe of private friendſhip; that 
6: appointment of G op, and the cleQion. 
of 
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of his people, determined him in the object 
of his duty: and what ſhould hinder him from 
ſerving the ſon wir as much fidelity, as he 
had ſerved the father? The attentive reader 
will, 1 am perſuaded, find 'this' ſalutation; 
and whole apology, as evidently evaſive; a6 
calculated to delude, as art could''cofitrive 
chem; for he neither prays perſonally for 
Abſahm, nor profeſſes allegiance te him; 
yet che bat took, and Ahſalom:s {Hf 
ciency, s As the deluſion was, ſwallowefl 
it 3 — (whowas confidefed 
as a good conrtier, that followed fortune) was | 
immediately admitted of his council,” 
not of his eabinet.'-' The conſultation/ then 
began, What Was to be dene next? And 
Aohitophel, the arch-counſellor „imtmeciately 
adviſed 2BJalom to go in to his father s Cn. 
cubines, ich be bag left t. keep the houſe, 
before the ice df all 'I/racl; an action which 
would demofnſtrate his enmity to his fatlier 
irreconcilable; and conſequently, ſueli LY 
would firmly Atach all thoſe to his intereft, 
who were diſaffected to Duvid, when they 
once ſaw they were out of all danger of 

being ſacrificed to any future poſſible | 
ciliation between * father and ſonz An 
advice 
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advice for the preſent, and in appearance, 
wiſe, but in reality pernicious. Could not 
this long- headed, ſagacious ſtateſman foreſee, 
that this action, for which ſome men would 
now become more attached to Ab/alom, muſt 
one day make him deteſtable in their eyes, 
when they reflected upon the horror of it? 
A guilt made mortal by the law of Gop “, 
and not named even among the Gentiles: a 
guilt for which they muſt one day judge him 
more worthy to loſe his crown, than Reuben 
his. birth-right T. However, this helliſh 
advice was immediately embraced; for Achi- 
tophel's advice was then deemed as os 
as if the oracle of Gop had dictated it ||. | 
tent was immediately ſpread upon the bo 
top, and Abſalom qoent in unto, his father's 
concubines, in the fight of all Tſrael. An 
action of ſuch; profligate impiety, and aban- 
doned impudence;, as it were to be wiſhed - 
no ſun had ſeen, or hiſtory, related. Then 


was Davids adultery (planned, and, it may 


be, perpetrated in the ſame place) judicially 
chaſtiſed, and Gops, vengeance, , denounced 


upon it by his piracy e executed ; 
„ Larit. r. u. * + 1 Chron: v. . | 
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and his wives proſtituted in the fight: of | the 
ſun , 2 Sam. xii, 11. But before this Was 
done, Achitophel adviſed, that twelve thou- 
ſand choice men might be put under his 
command, with whom he would undertake 
to purſue and attack David; which he muſt 
do to great advantage, when he ſhould come 
upon him, weary and weak-handed, as he 
himſelf expreſſed it, which could ſcarcely 
fail to ſtrike a terror into the few — 
which attended him: and when they fled, 
the king would become an eaſy. prey. He 
then added, that he would ſmite the king 
only, and proclaim pardon to all the reſt; by 
which means, he would eaſily bring.,over 
their allegiance to 4b/alom, and lead them 


all back in ſubmiſſion to him; or, if thex 


were not immediately brought back, yet the 


conteſt: I, ſays he, will ſinite the king 
only. And I will bring back all the people ung 
thee. The man whom thou ſeekeſt, is as if all 
returned: ſo all the people ſhall be in peace. 
* N.B. The Hebrew word, which is here rendered 
wives, is, in the fifteenth chapter of the ſecond book 


of Samuel, verſe 16th, tranſlated women ; and there- 
fore whoever attends to the original, will find e 


prophecy upon this point literally accompliſhed. 


Tus 


killing of the king would effectually end the 
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Tux attentive” reader will eaſily perceive, 
that chis advice well juſtifies the charaQer 
given of him in the ſcripture : it was, in its 
ſovetal parts, admirably fitted, both to the 
inclinations and intereſt of his pupil: he 
conſigned him to his pleaſures, and took all 
che danger to himſelf: and at the fame time 
he relieved his little remains of humanity, 
4 (if he had any) from the neceſſity of em- 
dec his hands in his father's blood. His 
I inceſt was, for the preſent, perfonal guilt 
| enough :' that act of outrage would make 
{ A8ſalein's reconciliation with his father, de- 
* ſperate : and whilſt he indulged his evil ap- 
[| petite, Achitophel, with à «choſen band, 
| would purſue and ſurpriſe David. "Nothin Ws 
could de more worldly wiſe, or more hel- 
tiſhly wicked ; it was ibdecd!! as the advice 
blk an oracle, but very different from that 
= - dictated by the Spirit of Gov. And yet, 
hotrid as it was, it pleaſed that vile ſon, and 
his aſſociates : And the ſaying pleaſed Abſa- 
lom well, (fays the facred writer) and all the 
elders of Iſrael. However, for greater ſecu- 
rity, Ab/alom reſolved to adviſe with Huſhas 
|) alſo, whoſe counſel he knew was of great 
| weight with his father: and accordingly 
| Sos ', + _ Jenny 
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ſending for him, and telling him what Achi- 
tophel adviſed, in relation to the attempt 
upon his father, he deſired to know his 
opinion upon chat point. To which Huſpai, 
continuing his train of deluſion, anſwered 
with great ſubtilty : and addreſs, The counſel 
that Achi tophel | bath gi ven, 1s not good at 
this time. 

Tas apparent ſenſe of this equivocation 
was, that however that great counſellor ex- 
celled in other inſtances of wiſdom, yet in 
this he failed. He then ſet himſelf to op- 


poſe every article of Achitophel's s advice, ſome 
openly, and others. covertly, with ſignal 
dexterity, and plauſibility of reaſon. He 
began with making a lively and dreadful 
deſcription of the enemies Ab/alom had to 
deal Tk. that David and his worthies, 
who attended him, were all mighty men of 
war; at all times terrible to the braveſt foes; 
but much more. {oat this time: when being 
e from their families, they were as ſo 
many enraged bears ro bbed of 125 ir whelps; 
and when, in the firſt {8:1 Forts of their 
rage, they could ſtrike a 1 into their 
invaders, which they would not fail to do, 
the panic would ay pe e ce 
Vor. III. reſt 


— 


146 An Hiſborical Account of 
reſt of their purſuers, and intimidate the 
braveſt of his forces. Beſides all this, the 
project of ſurpriſing David was very little 
conſidered ; he was a man too guarded for 
ſuch an attempt ; and was, before that time, 
well ſecured in ſome ſecret and ſeparate re- 
treat, (for all ſuch were well known to him) 
out of the reach of ſurprize. His advice 
therefore was, that Abſalom ſhould wait till 
| he had a complete army, made up of the 
braveſt men of all the tribes, to which every 
thing muſt yield; headed by 4b/alom him- 
ſelf in perſon (infinuating that the glory 
of the victory belonged to him alone, and 
that nobody ſhould pretend to rob him of it), 
And whereas it was urged by Acbitopbel, that 
he would ſmite the king only, as if all Ab- 
ſalom's ends were to be attained by his death, 
Huſbai inſinuates, that the death of compe- 
titors was as neceſſary as that of the king, at 
leaſt his death who was divinely deſigned for 
the throne. And therefore he adds, that 
they ſhould come upon David, where he 
could not be concealed, and whence he could 
not eſcape , nor any one of thoſe that were 
N | with 
The original text is, in this place, very beautiful 
and expreſſive: So ſhall we come upon him in ſome { rod 


KK 
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with bim: and that if he refuged himſelf, 
for more ſecurity, in any one of the cities 
of Iſrael; they would have numbers enough 
4 it down, ſtone by ſtone, about his 
The expreſſion in the original is very 
Waben : Then ; ſhall all Iſrael bri, ng ropes 
to that city, and we will draw it .into the 
river. The meaning of which threat I ap- 
prehend to be this: That they would come 
before that city with thoſe cranes, or hooks, 
which the antients were wont to throw-upon 
the battlements of walls ; and with which; 
by the help of ropes faſtened to them, they 
were wont to pull them down piece-meal into 
the rivers or trenches: (filled with water) 
which encompaſſed them. As Acbitonbel 
propoſed mn advantage to the * 


* he ſhall be found, 1 we will liebt upon him as the 
dew falleth on the ground : and of him, and of all the men 
that are with him, there ſhall k be 4 205 much as one. 
The dew in Paleftine (as in ſeveral other climates) falls 
faſt and ſudden ; and 1s therefore no unapt emblem of 
an active expeditious ſoldiery: and it was perhaps for 
this reaſon, that the. Romans called their light-armed 
forces rorarii. "The dew falls upon every ſpot of the 
earth; not a blade of graſs "eſcapes it. A numerous 


army reſembles it in this reſpect; it is able to ſearch 
every- where. 


+ See Rollin's Hiſtory, Vol. xii. Plate 22 25th ex- 
plained. | 
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cauſe he was engaged in, from expedition, 
upon that principhè mentioned by Tacitus, 
That nothing determines civil diſcords ſo hap- 
pily as diſpatch; Huſbai, on the contrary, 
wholly laid himſelf out to protract, and to 
delay. For delay would not only ward off 
David's preſent danger; but would alſo, ag 
th fame Tacitus obſeryes, give ill men time 
to repent, and the good to unite. And it is 
certain, that in all eonteſts of this kind, that 
remark of Liuy will always hold good, 
That when men have time to think, there 
will never be wanting who will be glad to 
gain the favour of the right fide; by adhere- 
ing to the public, good, Theſe were the 
principles of Huſai s advice; and his advice; 
as much better ſaited to Ab/alom's cruelty, as 
well as his vanity, and ſeemingly to the in- 
tetelt of his ambition, as well as the ſafety of 
his followers, (who cared 'to put nothing to 
the hazard of a ſmall party) cafily Fin 
for ſo it ſeemed good to Almighty Gop, to 
Infatu ate the counſels of David 8 enemies, 
and defeat their devices. | 
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that | paſſed in Abſalom's Cu, 


earneſtly imreating bim to paſs oven 
Jordan that very Vi ight ; 3 which way 
. done accordingly. Achitophel's ad. 


den and ſad Eud. Mr. Bayle's im. 


1 Decifion upon Huſhai / Da- 
ception of Abſalom confidered, with 
all the Deference due io it. 


broken up, than Huſbai haſted to 


Zadok and Abiathar, to inform them of | 


what paſſed ; and to adviſe them to ſend 
David immediate. intelligence of it; adding 
this particular caution and advice from him- 


ſelf, to the king, That he ſhould by no 


means think of reſting all night in the wil- 


derneſs; but make all poſlible diſpatch to 


paſs the Fordan with his houſhold, "4 all 
his forces: Left the king, ſays he, 10 fwal- 
lowed up, and all the people that are with 
bim. 
wo Now 


BSA LOM' 8 council had no ſooner | 


[ 
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Now Jonatban and Abimaaz, who were 
to carry the; Intelligence, had not yet re- 
turned into the city ; but found ſome pre- 
tence. for tarrying without the walls, at a 
place called En-rogel, or The Fuller's Foun- 
tain; and, probably, upon ſome pretence 
of waſhing and cleanſing themſelves from 
ſome legal pollution, And their fathers had 
no way of communicating Hu/hai's advice to 
them, but by the means of a girl, whom, 
doubtleſs, they knew to be intelligent and 
faithful; and ſuch aperſon, being a ſafe meſ- 
ſenger, muſt, in all probability, have been 
a very proper one, becauſe leaſt liable to be 
ſuſpected ; for what could be leſs ſo, than a 
girl going to a well, where ſych perſons have 
calls at all times? However, notwithſtand- 
ing all their caution, they were obſerved by 
a lad, (who informed 44/alom) and imme- 
diately purſued. Jonatlan and Abimaaz 
made the beſt of their way, with all poſſi- 
ble diſpatch, towards David : but, finding 
themſelves hotly purſued, they fled to a 
friend's houſe in Baburim; who having, a 
well in his court-yard, which prabably was 
then dry, or, at leaſt, not very deep, they 
went down into it ; where a woman, cover- 


ing 


* 
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ing the well, and ſpreading ſome ground 
corn over it, as it were to be ſunned and 
dried, effectually concealed them. Abſalom's 
meſſengers were cloſe at their heels ; and | 
inquiring of the woman where Jonathan and 

Abimaaz were, (which ſufficiently implies, 
that they had ſeen them turn into the houſe), 
ſhe told them, as Feſephus and the Vulgate 
underſtand the text, That they juſt drank a 
little water, and haſted forward. Upon 
which they continued their purſuit ; but not 
being able to find them, after all the ſearch 
and inquiry they could make, they returned 
to Feruſalem. And as ſoon as they were re- 
turned, Jonat ban and Ahimaaz came up from 
their concealment, and made the beſt of their 
way to David ; whom they informed of 
all that had paſſed in Aſalom's council, and 
added Huſhai's earneſt advice and intreaty, 
that he would immediately paſs over the 
river, and place himſelf and his people in 
ſafety, from ſurprize, in caſe things ſhould 
take another turn, and Achifophel's counſel 


prevail over Huſhais, Dguid inſtantly 5 


obeyed the friendly monitiop given him, 
with ſuch diligence and diſpatch, that be- 
| 12 the next morning, he and all his people 
L 4 were 


— — 


— 


5 
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were ſafe on the other fide of the Fordar : 
which, as it required a confiderable number 
of boats, or floats of ſome kind, to convey 
them over a river not fordable, muſt, in all 
probability, have been attended with ſome 
circumſtances of felicity, favoured by Provi- 
dence. And we need not doubt, but he 


no took as much care to retard the paſſage 


of his enemies, 'in caſe they purſued him, as 
he had before done, to diſpatch his own. 

I nave often thought, that a hiſtory of 
David's piety, in all the various events of 
his life, could it be regularly purſued, and 

clearly connected, would, under the conduct 
of a maſterly pen, make one of the moſt 
curious and entertaining (as well as uſeful) 
relations, the world ever beheld. 

Wx have already ſeen him ſending back 
PR ark of Gop, as from one unworthy the 


divine preſence and protection: we have ſeen 


him aſcending Mount Oli vet, in all the di- 
ſtreſs of humiliation and penitence; his 
head covered, and bis feet bare, and weep- 
ing as he went, — We have ſeen him pro- 
ſtrate on the ſummit of it, pouring out his 


f ſupplications, and proclaiming his confidence 
in Gon, 


xx 
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L r us now follow him to the wilderneſs, 
and there we ſhall ſee him again (upon ind. 
ing that his enemies took colrhſel aganiſt him, 
and laid wait for his ſoul) renewing His fa. 
plications in the moſt affeQing and pathttic 
ſtrains, that ever were penned . Although 
his enemies had faid, ver. rt. God bath for 


alen bim: purſue him, and take him; for 
there is none to A ur- him ; yet was His 
hope till ſtrong, in that G0, that he 


would deliver him out of the band of the 
unrighteous and cruel man. Gov, whe 
had protected him in the vigour of youth, 
he prayed, and: he confided, would not now 
fail him, in the -infirmities of age. What 
tho' his own ſtrength was decayed? he would 
go againſt his enemies, in the frengtb of the 


Lord God +. Now 4 5 when Tam old and 


grey-headed, O God, forſuke me not, until T 
have ſhewed thy frongth unto this grub, 
and thy power unto all chem rar t yer. 70 
come. YR | 


 _* Pſalm laxi. In thee, O Lord, have 1 oe oy 101 


_— Deliver me in thy ri tbteou nv, and cauſe me to +ſcape. 


Deliver me, O my G t of the hum 4705 40 
out of the hand of the — — and cruel nan. Caſt 
me not off in the time of oy 218 n me not, when 
my flrength faileth, | 

by r 


+ Ver. 16, 17, 18. 


[| 
| 
[ 
| 
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I r could neither be denied nor diſſembled, 
that he was now reduced to great diſtreſs; 
but, great as his diſtreſſes were, he had been 
redeemed from greater. His enemies looked 
upon him as a dead man ; but they forgot, 
how eaſily the hand of God could raiſe him 
up again, as from the grave; and not only 
renew, hut augment his grandeur. Thou 
which haſt ſhewed me great and ſore troubles, 
Halt quicken me again; and ſhalt bring me up 
again from the depths of the earth —— Thou 
Halt increaſe my greatneſs —— IJ will alſo 
praiſe thee upon = p/altery, &c. — For they 
are confounded, they are brought into ſhame, 
| that ſeck my burt. 

So he confided, and ſo it came to paſs ; 
and Achitophel, the enemy's arch-cpunſellor, 
was the firſt inſtance of Gop's vengeance 
upon that rebel-race. For, finding his helliſh, 
but ſalutary advice to Abſalom, 9 piſed, and 
foreſeeing from thence, that David muſt 
quickly prevail againſt his infatuated enemies, 
he immediately returned to his own city, 
put bis hauſhold in order, and (in deſperation) 
hanged himſelf, ſays the text, and died. 
Wu rx he had contrived, inſpired, dif- 
fuſed, and propagated evil, through an in- 

| numerable 
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numerable multitude, and loaded his ſoul 


with all the horrors of complicated guilt, 


that hell could deviſe; treachery, rebellion, 


inceſt, parricide !'he hurried it to all the 
vengeance due to it from eternal juſtice ; 


to prevent all poſſibility of reparation and | 


repentance, he died in the act of -ſelf- 
murder. So periſhed the great Machiavel of 
that age; the very wiſeſt of the very wiſe- 
men of this world! wwho/e God is their belly, 


whoſe glory is — - e and whoſe _—_ 1 


4 Mruction. 

Sor un wo roturirs! Nn 

Davip and his ſon now ſet themſelves 
to make the. beſt preparations they could ; 
the one to carry on his unnatural n 
and the other to defeat it. 

Arp here, perhaps, the reader may not 
think it amiſs to leave them a-while, and 
employ a few moments in reflections, not 
foreign from the affair before us, 

Awp firſt : It is remarkable, that this 
rebellion was, in all appearance, the real, 
although remote conſequence of David's 
adultery, For Bathſheba was the daughter 
of Elam *, and we find Elam, the fon of 


* 28am. xi. 3. 


Achi- 


| 
it 
i 
i! 
ö 
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Acbitopbel, among David's worthies'4 ; con. 
ſequently, this Eliam was, in all probibi- 
ly, the father of Bathſbebu; and if ſo, 
then may we fairly conclude, that Achitupbel 
engaged in this conſpiracy; in revenge for 


| thediſhonour done to his family, in the per- 


ſon of Bathſbeba, which no ſubſequent 
marriage could repair or efface: and I 
think, we may plainly perceive, in the de- 
termined cruelty. of Acbitophels advice and 
reſolution to deſtroy David with his own 
hands, all the malice and rancour of a pat- 


| ticular and pet ſanal revenge: And if this be 
the true ſtate of the caſe, which I am far 
from ad venturing to pronounce, (for indeed 


there are ſtrong probabilities on the other 
fide) then was verified that fine-obſervatian, 
in the Wiſdom of Solomon, (recounted among 
the appointments of Providence) That where- 
withal a man Jnneth, by the as alſo ' ſhall 
be be puniſhed. - 3% 

In. the next place, I cannot but reflect 
with aſtoniſhment, upon the applauſe which 
Mr. Bayle hath R and with horror, 
upon the evil errors he hath ſpread by his 
caſuiſtry ! and particularly in the article of 

I 2 Sam, xxili. 34. | 


FI David. 
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David. He is very angry; with Huſpai for 
deceiving Ab/alom ; but much more with 
David, for adviſing him to it. A condact 
which he loads with all the guilt of ſeducing 
his friend into a damnable ſin, which he 
ſhould tather have loſt n chan have 
ſuffered him to commit. 61 30 
Ir Mr. Bayle had been ee with 
the firſt principles and rudiments of the law 
of nature, he could not but know, that 
Abſalom, a traitor, a murderer, à rebel, 
(and, as far as in him lay, a parrieide) had 
(as ſuch) forfeited; all the rights of ſociety⸗ 
but more eſpecially as a rebels; for a rebel, 
who ſets himſelf to overturn the eſtabliſhed 
government, order, and peace of any com- 
munity, does, by that hoſtile attempt, actu- 
ally diveſt himſelf of all ſocial rights in 
that community. And conſequently Hiaſiai 
could no more be guilty of ſin, in deceiving 
him, in order to defeat the purpoſes of his 
villainy, than he could be guilty of a ſin, in 
deceiving a mad dog, and turning him away 
from murdering his beſt friends. 5 
Ir is ſcarcely to be imagined, how any 
caſuiſt could be ſo ſillily ſcrupulous, as to 
make the leaſt doubt, whether any man in 
his 
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his ſenſes had a right to deceive a mad- man; 
| (whoſe only demerit is a diſturbed brain) and 
delude him from his evil purpoſes: how 
much more then, a deliberate, determined 
traitor, who had forfeited all the rights of 
humanity, as well as ſociety ! a black parri- 
cide, mad with pride, ambition, and cruelty! 
the worſt exceſſes and outrages of a corrupt 
heart ! To defeat the horrid purpoſes of this 
monſter's villainy, to rob him of the glory 
of maſſacring the beſt friends of his family, 
of imbruing his hands in the blood of all 
his brethren, and crowning rebellion and 
murder with parricide ! to take meaſures to 
reſtore this wretch, once more, to the mercy - 
of a tender forgiving father; and, in conſe- 
- quence, to repentance, and a right ſenſe of 
duty, to ſave his ſoul alive | — How crying 
a guilt was it in David, to form a deſign of 
effecting all this; and * a ſin in 
Huſbai, to execute it! 
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CHAP. XIL 
Dx VID goes to Mahanaim, and ga- 
thers an Army. Abſalom paſſes the 
Jordan, and pitches in the Land of 
Gilead. Dav 1 ſends out his Forces 
a gainſt him, under the command of 
N Abiſhai, and Ittai. 9 


[HEN David had paſſed ths Joe 

dan, he went directly to Mabanuim, 
1055 the reſidence of 1/hboſheth, and antiently 
the reſting-place of Jacob; where Go p had 
placed him, under the protection of two 
hoſts of Angels. The king's diſtreſs there, at 
this time, naturally led him to reflect upon 
the diſtreſs of his great anceſtor, in the ſame 
place: where being encompaſſed with a weak 
and helpleſs family of wives and children, as 
David now was, news was brought him, 
that his brother Eſau was coming againſt 
him with a ſtrong band of men, and, as he 
had too much reaſon to apprehend, with an 
hoſtile diſpoſition to deſtroy him. Could any 
thing be more natural, than for David to 
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cry out, upon that occaſion, as he doth in 
the thirty-fourth P/alm, ver. 6, 7. This poor 
man cried, and the Lord heard him, and 
* ſaved him out of all his troubles. The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them 25 
fear bim, and delivereth them; That Gop, 
who delivered Jacob from his brother, 
could, .with equal caſe, deliver David from 
his cruel ſon. The meck and humble Jacob 
truſted in Gop, and was delivered; and 
why might not David hope for a like de- 
—_ under the ſame ſpirit of humilia- 
tion, and truſt in the divine protection? It 
is ſcarcely to be imagined, how David could 
avoid falling into this train of thinking, in 
this place, at this time ; and if he did fall 
into it, it is leſs to be imagined, how he 
could refrain from expreſſing it; at leaſt, ſo 
far, as to leave ſome traces and memorials of 
it behind him! And ſuch memorials, (be- 
ſide that now cited) I apprehend, are plainly 
to be found in the twenty- ſecond and twenty- 
fifth .P/alms ; both of which may very na- 
turally be preſumed to have been written on 
this ocaſion. Thus P/alm xxii. ver. 1, 2, 
354» Cc. My God, look upon me: Why haſt 
thou forſaken me? Aud thou in 4 
Y. 


% 
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to, O thou worſhip of Tſrael. Our fathers 
truſted in thee, and thou didſt deliver them, 
&c, Gop had made good his promiſes to 
Jacob — his promiſes made to him in this 
very place: The worſhip of Hrael frill con- 
tiuued holy-: Why then ſhould not David 
hope to have his promiſes made good to him 
alſo, although he was now, in all appear- 
ance, upon the very brink of ruin? So alſo; 
P/al. xxv. ver. i, &c. My God, I have put 
my truft in thee ; let me not be confounded, 
neither let mine enemies triumph over nc 
for all they that bope in tbee ſhall» not be 
aſhamed ; but ſuch as  tranſgreſs witbout a 
cauſe, ſhall be put to confuſion — Lead me 
forth in thy truth — Call to remembrance, 
O Lord, thy tender mercies, which have been 
ever f old —— He then proceeds to implore 
pardon for his ſins, the true cauſe of all his 
calamities. And rightly recollecting, that 
he himſelf was Jacobs repreſentative, and 
heir of the promiſes made to him, he con- 
cludes, with ſupplicating, as in his perſon, 
Deliver Iſrael, O God, out of all bis troubles. 
Such ſincere penitence, ſuch ſteady: faith, 
' ſuch perſevering piety; could not fail to pre- 
Vor. UL M and 
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þ and to ſhe they were, it pleaſed Gop to 
inſpire (in this critical and deciſive junctute) 
; the hearts of many faithful ſubjects, and 
1; brave ſoldiers, with ſignal zcal for his ſctviee; 


and they reſorted to him from all quarters, 
with ſuch expedition, and in ſuch numbers, 
| that in a few days he had a complete army at 

1 his command, which he divided into four 
bodies: one he reſerved within the city, and 
over the other three he placed three brave 
the head of cach. Proviſions. alſo of all 
ſons of the greateſt diſtinction throughout 
all the regions round about. Among whom 
Sbabi, the ſon of Nabaſb, of Rabbah, ol the 
children of Ammon, is placed firſt; And as 
the proviſions ſent were in great plenty, 
(with utenſils of various kinds) ſufficient for 
David, and all his forces, this ſhews the 
power and wealth of thoſe that ſupplied 
them, as well as their affeftion to David. 
And therefore the inference from hence is 
agents and inſtruments of Hanun's tyranny, 
he left Sbobi in the regency of the country, 
* — kindneſs and _ 


0 ; 


8 
= 


* r —_—. 
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w him, as now engaged Sbobi, in his turn, 
to give the king all poſſible demonſtrations 
of affection and gratitude, in his diſtreſs, A 
ſeaſon in which any other principles, than 
gratitude and affection. would have operated 
in a very different manner. And ſome of 
the utenſils ſent, the beds particularly, ſhew' 
eaſe and conveniency both of David and 
his family; and were indeed (in thoſe 
circumſtances) the proper preſents of one 
prince to atatber, r eee mel and 
honeured. 1 
Tur next man of MP rity who dis 
ſtinguiſhed himſelf in his affection and geal 
for David, on this occaſion, was Macbir, 
and protector of Mapbiboſbeth; who, from 
that very character, muſt be preſumed to 
have been, at firſt, in ſome degree, diſaffected 
to David; but now, not only reconciled, but 
zealouſly attached to him; and probably, in 
a great meaſure, from the king's: moſt noble 
manner of treating Mephiboſheth; The laſt 
of thoſe. who had now diſtinguiſhed their 
zeal for David, is Barzillai, the Gileadite 
Rr very 


M3 aged, 
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aged, very wealthy, and very generous ! A 
man, who; with all the bodily infirmities of 
old age, was yet clear of all thoſe which 
diſhonour and deform the mind, in that ſea- 
fon ; equally ſuperior to timorous caution, 
ſordid avarice, and unſuited luxury: as will 
be further ben in the ſequel of this hiſtory. 
Tux circumſtances now related, were all 
bs many happy beginnings and omens of 
David's future ſucceſs ; and pledges of that 
juſt and humble confidence, which he had 
placed in the divine favour and protection. 
Let us leave him to all the conſolation” of 
theſe happy hopes, and return to Ab/alom. 
Wu N Ah/alom had indulged his criminal 
commerce with his father's concubines (as 
the occafion and circumſtances too ſtrongly 
indicate) to ſatiety ; a ſatiety, even in the 
loweſt degree of guilt, confeſſedly dreadful ; 
he proceeded to reward the. merit, and hide 
the horrors, of his inceſt, in the pomp and 
ſplendor of a public coronation ; and” was 
accordingly ſolemnly anointed * and crown-' 
ed, And it is probable that by the time 
this affair was over, he found his forces 


* 2 Sar. xx. 10 
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ſtrong enough to attempt upon his father. 
He gave the chief command of — 0 
Amaſa, another of David's nephews, the 
ſon of his ſiſter Abigarl : and ĩt is reaſonable. 
to believe, from the words of the text, that. 
his forees were very numerous; for when 
the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that Abſalom-, 
paſſed. over Jordan, be adds, be and all the. 
men of Iſrael with bim; and they pitched 105 
the land of Gilead. : 

Wu David found himſelf Cafficiently' ; 
ſtrong to go againſt the enemy, he reſolved 
not to wait their coming, but give the 
aſſault; and accordingly marched; his forces 
out of the city, under the three captains be- 
fore-mentioned, declaring, that he himſelf, 
alſo would go forth with them, and ſhare 
their fate; which his people earneſtly diſ- 
ſuaded him from; inſiſting, that he ſhould 
ſtay behind, and, if occaſion were, ſuccour 
— from the city: for that their defeat, if 
they ſhould fly, was of little conſequence, » 
whilſt he was ſafe, whoſe ſingle life was 
worth ten thouſand of theirs, - The king 
yielded to their affectionate intreaties 3 and, 
I :m perſuaded, he, did it with le relu- 
cance, upon a reflection, that he muſtahers./ 

M 3 wiſe . 


— 


* tis « own fubjedts ; and draw 
his ſword againſt a rebel ſon, whom” he 
could-not think of but with too much ten- 
derneſs, in fpite of all his crimes. And as 
a proof of this, he, that moment, gave the 
kindeſt charge concerning him, to all his 
captains : Deal gently, for my ſake, with the 
young man —— with . Ahab, He begs them 
to deal gently with that young man, as if all 
his faults were more thoſe of his youth, 
than his nature, But at the ſame time, that 
his people could not but diſcern, in theſe 
words, the exceſs of his weakneſs for that 
profligate ſon ; they could not but obſerye 
alſo in them, a calm preſage and affurance 
of their ſucceſs againſt their enemies. | 
A BATTLE quickly enſued, and I think, 

Foſephus's account of it is the leaſt rational 
and ſatisfactory that can well be imagined: 
He tells us, that Foab put his armyin battle- 
array, over- againſt the enemy, in a great 
plain, with a wood behind him; and that 
the enemy were routed, and ative with 
_ ahne, through the foreſts and 


Nos if Gorell — 
of one wood; * WINE they tell us the 
| battle 
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battle was fought ; as alſo that Damast 
army marched out of the city, and gaue ih 
aſſault. This account is very ſhort; hut 
thus much I think we may fairly conclude 
from it, that David carefully concealed the 
number of his forces from the enemy; in 
all probability, to make them imagine him 
much weaker than in truth he was. And it 
is highly probable, that it was to this end 
alſo, that he divided his army into three 
bodies, under. three ſeveral captains, Now 
if we ſuppoſe two of theſe bodies carefully 
lodged and concealed in the ſides of | the 

wood of Epbraim, (where the battle was 

fought) and the third led out from the centre 
of it, (by Joab for inſtance) againſt the 
enemy; and upon the aſſault, retiring, and, 
as it were, driven back again, by the enemy. 
into the heart of the wood; and that then, 
David's forces, who had lined: the wood; 
ſtarted up from their cover, upon a ſignal 
given, and aſſaulted Ab/elem's army in flank 
on either fide ; nothing can be imagined, 
more likely to throw them into the utmoſt 
confuſion and conſternation ; and, of conſe- 
quence, to gain David a complete victory. 
And without ſome ſuch ſuppoſition as this, 
: M4 it - 
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it is ſcarcely to be imagined, how an univerſal 
battle ſhould be fought in a wood; and how 
a leſs army could there deſtroy a greater; or 
how that greater could be driven through a 
wood, which, according to Foſephus's: ac- 
count, lay at the back of their enemies. 
Nor indeed, in my apprehenſion, is the 
text intelligible, but upon ſome ſuppoſition 
of this kind; which tells us, literally, that 
the people (that is, David's forces) went out 
Into the field againſt Iſrael,” and the battle 
was in the wood of Ephraim, where the 
people of Iſrael were ſlain before the ſervants 
of David. Which plainly ſhews, that Da- 
vids forces fought not to any effect, till 
they retreated into the wood; and there they 
exerted themſelves with full vigour againſt 
their enemies; which is unimaginable, upon 
any other ſuppoſition, than that they, there, 
had them- to more advantage ; probably, 
from the ambuſhes there laid againſt them. 
* In this general rout, Ab/alom fled amongſt 
the reſt, and was met by ſome of the ſer- 
vants of David; who, revering the king's 
command, let him -paſs unhuct : yet he 
efcaped not; for whom they would not 


en, the divine W did: for as he 
| ; | fled 
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| fled on his mule, The mule, fays the, text, 
went under the thick boughs of 4 greg t oak, 
and his head caught hold of the oak, = 74 
was talen up between the heaven and 
earth, and the mule that fl, under him rene 
aW 

In this xo = one * Yoa's ſoldiers ; 
1 him, and informed bis general of what 
he ſaw, and was reproved by him, for not 
diſpatching the traitor, when he had him. in 
his power which if he had done; he would: 
have given him ten ſhekels 'of 3 and a 
military girdle. To which the ſoldier re nlied, 
That although he ſhould give him a thou- 
ſand ſhekels of filver, he would not diſobey 
the king's command, iſſued, in his own hear- 
ing, to all his. captains : and, that if he had 
diſobeyed it, he ſhould have ated a le 
againſt his own life; for nothing \ was concealed. 
from the king, and perhaps, Feah himſelf ; 
would have been the firſt to inform him. | 
At this, Joab turned from him in a chafe ;. 
and taking three darts in his hand, he thruſt 
them, ſays the text, through the heart of 
Atfalom, while he was yet alive in the midſt of 
the cal; and ten young men; that bare Foab's 
armour, compaſſed about, and ſmote Abſalom, 
and few him. HIS 


| 176 aue; r 


Tuls done, Foab founded à retreat, and 
an end to the catnage of the enemy. 
And when the ſoldiers were all returned 
from the purſuit, they took down Aſalbm 
from the tree, threw him into a great pit in 
the wood, and laid a great heap of ſtones 
upon bim. Stoning to death, was the legal 
puniſhment of rebellion again Parents ; an 

therefore they, who could not chaſtiſe hin 

Bing, for this fin, now branded him dead, 
as he deſerved . It ſeems, haying no for 


to continue his name, he had etected a mo- | 


nument to it, hewn out of the living rock, 


which he meant to be of perpetual duration, 


and may perhaps be ſo, (for it is ſtill extant, 


and no deſpicable remain of antient archi. 


tecture) if it be not buried in the ſtones 


thrown at it, in deteſtation of his memory, 
by all that paſs by it. For now this work 


vanity is become a memorial of re- 
roach. Strange power of guilt, which can, 
one moment, turn all the devices of vanity, 


alt the memorials of excellence, all the 
And this, I apprehend, gave riſe bs the cullbin- 


us of throwing heaps of ſtones upon the graves. 


of Meteors, altho it was of earlier e among the 


Fs Jol. vii. 26, 


/ 
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ſceurities of fathe, into monument of h- 
[ 
a far this cruel, te murdetous, 
this inceſtuous parricide ! and with him 
twenty thouſend of his rebel adherents ; | 
ſome by the ſword in battle, and in 1 | 
(for they were ſcattered over the face 6 | 
the country) but more in the wood, tn 
probably wedged to death between trees, 
trampled upon ſtumps, and tumbled into 
pit- falls, is © the preſß and "hurry of their: 
flight ; and ſome of them, perhax , devoured 
by wild beaſts, N 7 NT hoped to be 
concealed, - . 
Wu the baude was over, r 
begged to be made the oa of this 
good ſucceſs to the king: but Foab, who 
| loved him, and 8 diſagreeable the 
account of Abſaloi's fate would be to David, 
refuſed to let him be the bearer of ch 
welcome news. And calling to one of bis 
attendants, whoſe name was Cubs bid him go 
and tell the king what he had ſeen. Anda, 
ſays the text, Gente himſelf —— and ran. 
However, Abimaaz revolving Foad's reaſon 
for tefuſing to ſend him on that errand, and 
recolleQing that he could diſtinguiſh between 
what 


- 
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what Was agreeable, and what was diſtaſte- 
ful to the king, in the ſucceſs of that day,. 
begged. to be permitted to run after Cufhi ; 
and Joab gave way to his importunity ; and 
be, taking the advantage of an ea. cad. 
out- ran Cuſti. l 


Ox of Davids a eſpicd tham 


| ſpeeding forward, and immediately informed 


the King; who heariog of one man coming, 


| alone, concluded him a meſſenger ſent by 


Foab, -with ſome account of the battle: and 
the Satchmen then calling out, That he a- 
another man running alone, the king con- 
cluded, that he alſo was ſent with further 
news; and upon the watchman's. telling him, 
That he took the foremoſt to be Abimaaz, . 
the ſon of Zadok, the king aig, He it 
good man, and bri ngeth goed tidings, And 
when Abimaaz came within bearing, be 
etied out, All is well: and coming up to 
the Kite. fell proſtrate before him, and 
bleſſed Gon for the deliverance wrought. in 
his favour againſt his rebel ſubjects. The 
king then eagerly inquiring, Whether Abſalom 
were ſafe? Abimaaz anſwered, That when 
he came away, he ſaw a great tumult; but 
could not tell what | it meant, 
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Tat king, doubtleſs, apprehended the 
| worſt - and Abimaaz's diſſimulation had this 


good effec, that it prepared him for it; | 


Cusn came up ſoon after, and repeated 
the Joyful tidings, that Abimaaa had brought. 
And being alſo aſked, If 45/alom were ſaſe 


he anſwered with a wiſh, That all the king's 
enemies might be as that young man. The. 
king could not: ſtand the account ; but im- 
mediately ran up to bis chamber, to give 
vent to his diſtreſs : yet could not refrain, 
from tears and lamentations, even till he got 
thither ; but was heard crying. out, as he. 
went, O ay ſon Abſalom! my ſon, ay Jan 
Abſalom! —— Would God I had died for het, 

O Abſalom my ſon, my ſon ! 4 fi ad 1 
Tux king's command to ſpare. Alen, 
was indeed an extraordinary inſtance of 
mercy {equalled only in him, who, dying, 
prayed for his murderers); yet it is to be, 
accounted for from his fatherly fondneſs, and 
the benignity of his nature. But there in ſomes? | 
thing aſtoniſhing in this exceſs: of gricf for. 
ſuch a reprobate; and; I confeſs, it is, to me. 
utterly unaccountable; from any other prin- 
ciple, than the ſad and ſhocking reflection, | 
of his having. died with all his fins upon 
/ his 


Were 


7. — rdayeo 
Gon. e, 
I aN | -recolle: bot one W 
accounts of antiquity, whoſe character will 
e 
ve was allowed the hart 
moſt accompliſhed man among the Perfians, | 

as Abſalom among the Iſraelites. There is 
nothing particularly ſaid of his beauty (exeept, 
that he had a great quantity of long hair); 
but as he is allowed the moſt majeftic man 
among the Perflans, after the elder Cyrus, 
who was remarkably beautiful; and as per- 
ſonal advantages always entered into the idea 
of a majeſtic man, in the earlier ages; it is 
probable, that Cyrus alſo excelled in theſe 
They were both royally deſcended ; both 
immoderately ambitious ; both bent upon 
their brothers, who ſtood in their 
way to the throne; and both laid trains to 
deſtroy them. Cyrus miſcarried in his at- 
tempt ; but Aſalbm ſucceeded in is. Both 
theſe crimes, for which they 
deſerved to die: and both no ſooner. par- 


| dotied, than they formed a deſign of rebel- 


. them; 
| which 


5 
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which they carried on by à long train of 


praBiſed popularity, calumny, and/diflingy- 
lation. And, to canclude, they both digd 


in rebellion, and in battle; the ,one-againſk 


both died childleſs, at leaſt without hain d 
continue their name. Here indeed they 
differed :, Artaxeres inſulted the remains 

of, his robellions ene — 


£ 
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Davin, grieving 10 Eacefh, & 3s rp 

proved by Joab, and brought” to 
appear in public. "Meaſures are | 
_ concerted. with Zadok end Abia- 
returns 10 his Capital. 


| HEN Dowd am perceived bis 
_ ſelves, 956 kind ef criminals, v2 
had . the king's command, -and. 
were, upon that ſcore, in diſgrace W 


— 
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and for that reaſon they ſtole back to the 
city in ſilence ; as men, not leſs aſhamed of 
the battle they had won, than if they had 
fled from their enemies: by which means 
the victory of that day was turned into 
| mourning, unto all the people. 
Wurn Joab returned from the field, 
and ſaw the king abandoned to grief, and 
lamenting his ſon in a moſt diſtreſsful man- 
ner; the people alſo diſconſolate, hanging 
down their heads, and hiding themſelves ; 
he broke in upon the king, without any 

ious form or reſerve ; and giving a full 
looſe to the impetuoſity of his nature, fiercely 
reproached him with a moſt: unkind and 
unbecoming behaviour to a brave army, 
who had juſt ſaved him and his family from 
deſtruction; and yet were treated as ſo many 
cowards and traitors; and a rebellious, 
reprobate ſon, ſo far preferred to all their 
united merits, that he was well-- ſatisfied, 
that if all they had periſhed in their — 
and that ſingle ſon — it 
matter of joy to their ſovereign. 
added a furious threat, and — je it T 
a ſolemn oath, by the living Gov, that if 
* * not inſtantly quit his apartment, 


_ appear, 
5 | | 


9 * 
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a in public, and treat his people as 
they deſerved, they would that moment 
deſert him, as one man; which would be 
far worſe than all the calamities that had 
hitherto befallen him. | 

TE king, however | offended by this 
rough treatment, and offenſive truth, never- 
theleſs, thought fit to diſſemble his reſent- 
ment for the preſent ; and immediately left 
his chamber, and went to the gate, the feat 
of public juſtice, where he gave audience 
to the people: who immediately reſorted 
thither in crouds to him; and were received, 
and treated by him, as they deſerved ; or 
rather, as well as his preſent diſtreſs would | 
allow. 

David, now victorious over a rebel 
army, totally ruined and routed, had it 
fully in his power to take ample revenge of 
all thoſe, whoſe treachery and infidelity 
(which had fo lately brought him to the 
brink of ruin) well deſerved to be ſeverely - 
chaſtiſed. And it is evident, that if he had 
had any thing revengefutor ſanguinary in his 
nature, he could now want no pretext, 
either of juſtice or policy, to indulge it to 
the full; but he- was governed by very dif- 

Vor. III. N ferent 
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ferent principles; and ſaw the whole affair 
of his ſon's rebellion, and his own conqueſt, 
in another light. He knew the firſt, to be 
the effect of his guilt ; and the laſt the fruit 
of his penitence = humiliation before Gop; 
and therefore made no other change in his 
. conduct, than from prayer and penitence, to 
j! gratitude and thankſgiving, and a patient 

| | humble expectation of his providential diſ- 
poſal of the event. Nor did he fail of his 
3 reward: for now it ſeemed good to the great 
. Governor of the world, who at his pleaſure 
= flilleth the raging of the ſea, and the mad- 
| neſs of the. people, to turn the hearts of 
Davids ſubjects, as it were, in one inſtant, 
| in his favour ; inſomuch that they now re- 
= turned to their duty, with as much eager » 
= -. zeal, as they had, but a few days before, 

ll ' ruſhed into rebellion againſt him. And now, 
their only contention was, which of their 
tribes ſhould moſt fignalize their loyalty and 
j affection for their ſovereign. They now re- 
| | collected the many deliverances from, their 
| enemies, wrought for them by his hand; 

and could not but find it an ill return for 
theſe bleflings, to drive him out of his 
en They reflected, that the man, 


in 


* 
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in whoſe favour they rebelled; was dead; 
and what could they now do better than 
return to their duty, and reinſtate their 
lawful ſovereign on his throne? The only 
queſtion was, how they ſhould go to work, 
and where they ſhould begin. Things do 
not eaſily fall into their antient and true order, 
after ſo much tumult and confuſion, as was 
now ſpread through the land; and David 
rightly judged, that it required the ſkill and 
addreſs of ſome men of wiſdom, and weight 
with the people, to ſet things right, and 
conduct them in their natural courſe ; and 
accordingly he choſe Zadok and Abiathar, 
the prieſts, to be his agents in the affair; and 
adviſed them to apply themſelves, firſt, to 
the tribe of Judah; and to reprove their 
delay and inactivity, in taking proper mea- 
ſures for bringing the king back; eſpecially 
when they knew, that all the other tribes 
were intent upon his reſtoration; and had 
given him ſtrong aſſurances to that purpoſe. 
And to influence them more effectually, the 
king added this kind meſſage to them, from 
his own mouth; 27 are my brethren, ye 
are my bones, and my fleſh : Wherefore then 
are ye the laſt to bring back the king ?---And' 

N 2 | for- 
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foraſmuch as Foab's credit with the army 


had for a long time been inſupportable to 


David; had formerly protected him under 
the guilt of Aner's murder, and lately un- 
der an avowed contempt of his ſovereign 's 
commands; David judged this a fit oppor- 
tunity of humbling his inſolence, and re- 
preſſing his power, by placing Amaſa at the 
head of his forces: and accordingly he ſent 
him a kind meſſage, to remind him of his 
near relation to his prince, and to aſſure him 
of the ſupreme command in the army, if 
he returned to his duty. This kind treat- 
ment of that rebel, captain of the hoſtile 


hoſt, and all his chal adherents, had all the 


effect that he could hope for it touched 
their hearts, and melted them into loyalty 


and affection; and they immediately de- 


puted the heads of their tribe to wait upon 
the king, and invite him to return ; and he 

immediately complied with their requeſt, 
and began his progreſs. to the river Jordan; 
and had not gone far, before the principal 


perſons of his whole tribe met him, in a 


body, to conduct him over the river. Shimei 
alſo, the Benjamite, who had ſo lately re- 


viled and curſed the king, now waited upon 
? him, 
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him, attended by a thouſand men of his 
tribe; and falling down at Davids feet, 
confeſſed his guilt, and his perverſeneſs, 
and implored forgiveneſs ; adding, with a 
very refined addreſs, Thy ſervant doth know, 
that I have ſinned ; therefore, behold, I am 
come the firſt, this day, of all the bouſe of 
Foſeph, to go down to meet my lord the king. 

HE very well knew, that a Benjamite, of 
the family of Saul, came but ill recommend. 
ed to David, under that character; and 
therefore he would not denominate himſelf 
from Benjamin, but from Joſeph, his be- 
loved brother. Abiſbai, who had before ſo 
highly reſented his vile treatment of David, 
thought this a fit ſeaſon for wreaking his 
revenge; and accordingly reminded the king 

of Shimei's inſolence, in hopes of his per- 
miſſion to chaſtiſe it; which David refuſed 
with indignation, and a reproof, becoming 
a great king: What have I to do with you, 
ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this day be 
adverſaries unto me? (Was this the duty of 
their relation, to act the part of his worſt 
enemies ?) Shall any man be put to death this 
day in Iſrael? I know that I am this day 
& bing over T1/rael, Should the day of his 
N 3 | TecON- 
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reconcilement to his people be blemiſhed 
with blood > He knew himſelf a king, not 
of one party, but of his whole people; 
and therefore wiſely reſolved, that his fa- 
therly affection ſhould extend to them all. 
He knew himſelf a ſovereign, and he knew, 
that merey and forgiveneſs were the nobleſt 

of ſovereignty. And when he had 
ſigniſied this, he turned to Shimei, pro- 
nounced his pardon, and confirined it with 
an oath, that he ſhould not die. 

Wir Shimei, went Ziba alſo, the flan-. 
derer of Mephiboſheth, with his fifteen ſons, 
and twenty ſervants, to meet, and to do 
obeiſance to the king, and conduct him 
over the river : to which purpoſe the people 

of Judab ptepared a boat, which firſt car- 
ried over the king's houſhold, and then re- 
turned to carry over the king: and with 
him, his aged and faithful friend Barzillai, 
the Gileadite; who had ſo generouſly, and 
ſo amply, provided for his ſuſtenance, while 
he lay at Mahanaim. The king, unwilling) 
to be outdone in generoſity, would fain have 
prevailed upon him to go with him to Feru- 
ſalem, and allow him to take care of him 
_ for the reſt of his life ; that he might 
| haye 
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have continual opportunities of expreſſing 
his gratitude, and repaying what he owed 
him: but Barzillai, in a ſpirit of true wiſ- 
dom, and becoming moderation,” declined 
this generous offer, The pleaſures of a court 
had no charms for him, in that advanced 
age: he was then fourſcore years old; his 
ſenſes and appetites were long fince palled, 
and both muſic and banquets had loſt all 
their reliſh, . He therefore begged: the king 
to give him leave to wait upon him over the 
river, and then return to his own city ; there 
to die in peace, and be laid in the grave of 
Bir father and his mother. But if his ma- 
jeſty pleaſed, he might take his ſon Chim- 
lam with him, and deal with him as he 
thought proper. The king readily conſented 
to take the young man with him, promiſed 
to provide for him, and aſſured Bargillai, 
he would do every thing elſe he deſired. 
And when the old man had conducted Da- 
vid as fat as he propoſed, the king took his 
laſt leave of him; kiſſed and bleſſed him, 
and ſuffered him to return to his own home; 
but took Chimbam with him to Feruſalem; 
whither he was conducted by his own forces, 
and the chiefs of the tribe of Judah; and 

N 4 was 
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reconcilement to his people be blemiſhed 
3 with blood? He knew himſelf a king, not 
| of one party, but of his whole people; 
and therefore wiſely reſolved, that his fa- 
therly affection ſhould extend to them all. 
= He knew himſelf a ſovereign, and he knew, 
that mercy and forgiveneſs were the nobleſt 
privileges of ſovereignty. And when he had 
| ſignified this, he turned to Shimei, pro- 
| nounced his pardon, and confirined it with 
It an oath, that he ſhould not die. 
Wir Sbimei, went Ziba alſo, the flan-, 
derer of Mephiboſheth, with his fifteen ſons, 
| and twenty ſervants, to meet, and to do 
| . obeiſance to the king, and conduct him 
I | over the river: to which purpoſe the people 


wy of Judab ptepared a boat, which firſt car- 
1 ried over the king's houſhold, and then re- 
| turned to carry over the king: and with 
| him, his aged and faithful friend Barzillai, 
the Gileadite; who had ſo generouſly, and 
ſo amply, provided: for his ſuſtenance, while 
1 he lay at Mahanaim. The king, unwilling, 
if do be outdone in generoſity, would fain have 
1 ' prevailed upon him to go with him to Feru- 
1 alem, and allow him to take care of him 
li there, for the reſt of his life ; that he might 
I | have 
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have continual opportunities of expreſſing. 
his gratitude, and repaying what he owed _ 
him: but Barzillai, in a ſpirit of true wiſ- 
dom, and becoming moderation, declined 
this generous offer. The pleaſures of a court 
had no charms for him, in that advanced 
age: he was then fourſcore years old; his 
ſenſes and appetites were long ſince palled, 
and both muſic and — had loſt all 
their reliſh, . He therefore begged: the king 
to give him leave to wait upon him over the 
river, and then return to his own city; there 
to die in peace, and be laid in the grave of 
bis father and hit mother. But if his ma- 
jeſty pleaſed; he might take his ſon Chim- 
lam with him, and deal with him as he 
thought proper. The king readily conſented 
to take the young man with him, promiſed 
to provide for him, and aſſured Bargillai, 
he would do every thing elſe he deſired. 
And when the old man had conducted Da- 
vid as fat as he propoſed, the king took his 
laſt leave of him; kiſſed and bleſſed him, 
and ſuffered him to return to his own home; 
but took Chimbam with him to Feruſalem ; 
whither he was conducted by his own forces, 
and the chiefs of the tribe of Judah; and 
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was now reſtored to his capital, with as 
much pomp, magnificence, and general joy, 
as he had lately been driven from it, with 
gi, . and diſtreſs. 


2 * 


CH AP. XIV. 

A Conteſt ariſes between the Tribes 

about reſtoring the King : A Rebel- 

lion enſues : Amaſa is commanded 

by Dav1D zo quell it, but murdered 

by Joab: Sheba the Leader of the 

- Rebellion takes Refuge in Abel Ma- 

acah, where he is beſieged by Joab. 

A wiſe Mairon intercedes for the 
. 2 


HE joy of Davids reſtoration was 

not however without its alloy : it 
ſeems, the people of Fudah had taken their 
reſolution of reſtoring the king, without 
taking advice, or concerting any meaſures, 
with the other tribes, upon that head; and 
accordingly having fixed upon Gilgal, on 
| this 
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this fide Jordan, for the place of their 


meeting, they aſſembled themſelves there, 
on the day appointed; paſſed the river, and 
waited in a body upon the king; and con- 
ducted - him back over the river, as far as 
Gilgal, in conjunction with half the people 
of Iſrael; probably made up of thoſe 1fs 
raelites who firſt joined him at Mabanaim, 
and thoſe who were afterwards deputed * © 
the tribes to invite him home. ** 

Ar Gilgal they were met by the other 
half of. the Iſraelites, who alſo intended to 
have croſſed the river, and paid their duty 
to the king; but finding that the tribe of 
Judab were beforehand with them, they 
reſented the ſlight put upon them; and be- 
ing joined and ſupported. in their reſent- 
ments, by the reſt of their brethren, who had 
re- conducted the king, in conj junction with 
Fudah, they all, with one voice, warmly 
expoſtulated with the king upon it; de- 


manded why their brethren, the men of | 


Fudah, had ſtolen him away, and brought 
the king and his houſhold over Jordan, with- 
out advice firſt had with them? To which. 
the men of Fudah anſwered, That as the 
** was of their tribe, their brethren of 

Iſrael 
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Iſrael had no reafon to reſent their warmer 
zeal in his favour; that, for the reſt, they 
had acted from no ſelfiſh or mercenary 
views, that they had received no gratuity 
from him, nor ſo much as caten of his meat, 
The Mruelites replied, that they had ten 
parts in the king, and confequently more 
right to be conſulted, upon a Point of fo 
much conſequence. 

Tus was à natural conteſt; between 
4 Pente power, and nearer relation; both 
claim a preference, which both cannot have'; 
and which thoſe of nearer relation ſhould 
have yielded, both in point of prudence, and 
affection for their friend, which” the men of 
Judab did not. In all diſputes it is natural 
for the party injured, to be more atigry ; and 
therefore they who are in the wrong often 
aſſume that character, by ſupplying from 
paſſion, whatever is wanting to them, in 
point of reaſon and argument, as the tribe 
of Judah did now; for the text informs us, 
that the words of the men of Fudah were- 
fiercer than the words of the men of Iſrael. 
This naturally inflamed the contention, and 
it foon grew ſo hot, that Sheba the ſon of 
Bichri, a Benjamite, took the advantage of 

| | it, 
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it, to kindle a new flame in the nation. He 
blew the trumpet, and eried out, Ve haue 
no part in David, neither have we any in- 
heritance in the ſon of Feſi very nan to 
his tent, O Iſrael. Upon this the men of 
Iſrael ran again into rebellion, for ſook theie 
king, and followed Sheba; but the tribe of 
Judah clave to him, and attended him from 
Jordan to Feruſalem. 

Wren he entered the city, poor Mephi« 
boſheth: came to meet him, with all the en- 
ſigns. of forlorn diſtreſs, both in his garb: 
and perſon ; for he had utterly neglected 
both, from the day the king was driven 
from his capital. Far from acting the part 
of a plotter againſt his ſovereign, his con- 
cern for him was manifeſted by all the 
marks of a ſincere, undiſſembled affliction; 
eſtranged not only from joy, but even from 
indulgence in the common conveniences of 
life: his beard; was untrimmed, his cloaths. 
unwaſhed, and his poor infirm feet un- 
dreſſed, that whole time. David called to 
him, af asked him, Why he had not at- 
tended him at his departure from Feruſalem?. 
To which that upright, open-hearted ſon of 
ene anſwered; My lord, O king, ny 

| ſervant 
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ſervant deceived me ; for thy ſervant ſaid; 
J will ſaddle me an aſs, that I may ride 
thereon, and go to the king, becauſe thy ſer- 
vant is lame Here his grief (or rather, a 
righteous indignation to find himſelf tra- 
_ duced and ſuſpected) choaked his words, and 
broke the chain of his diſcourſe, And it 
was with difficulty he ſeems to have added, 
— and be hath flandered thy ſervant unto 
my lord the king. But my lord the king is as 
an angel of God; do therefore what is good 
in thine eyes. For all my father's houſe were 
| but dead men before my lord the king; yet 
diaſt thou ſet thy ſervant among them that 
did eat at thine own table : What right there- 
| fore have I yet to cry any more unto the 
. king ? 

And the king ſaid . him, Why ſoeakeft 
thou any more of thy matters? I have ſaid, 
thou and Ziba divide the land. | 

Tux reader will eaſily perceive, from 
this anſwer of David, that he ſaw Mephi- 
boſheth's innocence, (and found himſelf up- 
| braided by it) and the error of his own 
former credulity ; and therefore could not 
bear to hear of it : but he had now no time 
to diſcuſs the matter more fully, and there- 

fore 
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fore all that he could do, for the preſent; 
was, to reſtore him to his eſtate, and leave 
both him, and his accuſer, in their former 


condition, till he could inquire further. 
However Ziba might have been faulty to- 
wards Mephiboſheth, he had been fignally - 
faithful and uſeful to David; and to con- 
demn him unheard, as he had Mephiboſheth, 
were to run the riſque of a ſecond raſh de- 
ciſion; a deciſion that might be now as un- 
ſeaſonable as raſh, whilſt another 3 | 
ſubſiſted in his dominions. 
TAE antient way of tenancy (nor is it ; 
yet quite diſuſed) was that of occupying the 
land, and giving the proprietor a certain 
annual portion of the fruits of it. When the 
tenant paid one half of the annual produce, 
he was called Colonus partiarius; and ſuch, 
in the judgment of the beſt critics +, was 
Ziba to Mepliboſheth, as he had been before 
to Saul. So that Ziba, having half the fruits 
for his labour, had, in effect, half the land. 
Upon Ziba's miſinformation, the whole was 
given to him; ſo that he was then both pro- 
prietor and uſufructuary. David now ro- 


d, Trapp, Grotiue, Selden, 
| yokes 
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vokes that grant, and reſtores his firſt de- 
cree by theſe words, I luur ſaid, thou and 
Zila divide the land u. To which Mephis 
boſheth anſwered, in all the generoſity and 
fidelity of his father's friendſhip; Tea, let 
him take all, inaſmuch as my lord the king it 
come again in peace unto his own houſe, He 
had no ſolicitude for the recovery of his eſtate, 
of which calumny had robbed him: his con- 
cern was, to recover his credit with the king. 
That once eſtabliſhed, he was contented and 
happy. The generous: Mephiboſheth ſaid to 
= himſelf, what Seneca ſaid (and what it was 
much eaſter for a cold unintereſted Stoic to 
3 ſay) to a friend in affliction; That he had 
de right to complain, as long as his prince 
1 was in ſafety. This upright and generous 
conduct of Mepbiboſbeth could not, I think, 
fail to reſtore him intirely to David's former 
friendſpip and affection ; and, if poſſible, 
| * Theſe words plainly refer to a former decree, now 
re-eſtabliſhed. That could not be the decree in favour of 
Ziba, for there the whole was given to him; they muſt. 
therefore refer to the firſt decree, whereby SauP's eſtate 
was divided between -Mephiboſheth as proprietor, and 
Zia as ufuſructuary. And therefore the Rabbins talk 
"idly, who imagine that David's kingdom was divided 


under his grandſon, on account of the unjuſt diviſion of 
Saul's eſtate, between Ziba and Mephiboſheth. 


to 
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to more credit, and greater confidence. And 
I have not the leaſt doubt, but he continued 
in it to the day of Davids death, And, 


I think, I am warranted to ſay ſo, fromthe 


text, 2 Sam; ix. 13. for had this commerce 
ceaſed for à ſeries of years, I have ſome 


doubt whether the ſacred hiſtorian could be 


juſtified, ,in aſſuring us, as he there does, 


without any ſubſequent hint to the contrary, 


that he did eat e at the, ting $ 
table. 


to conclude, from the thirty-ſeventh P/alm; 
which, I am 


lumny. 


praiſes, exhortations, and monitions con- 
tained in them, are, at the ſame time, cal- 
culated for general and perpetual uſe. 


Tur this P/almwas particularly written 


for the conſolation of ſome righteous man, 


_ oppreſſed by calumny; againſt whom forme 


wicked wretch Rad laid ſchemes to deſtroy 


him, 


Tur he was perfectly reſtored to David's 
friendſhip, is not, I flatter myſelf, irrational 


perſuaded, was written for 
Mephiboſheth's conſolation unger Ziba's ca- 


 Trar moſt, if not all the Pſalms, wat 
written upon particular occaſions, is nat, I 
think, to be doubted; although the precepts, 
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him, is clear from the whole tenour of it . 
And who, and what, is there in the whole 
hiſtory of David, to whom, and to which, 
it can refer, but to -Mephiboſheth, calumni- 
ated, and villainouſlywronged, by Ziba? 
Bur here it may be aſked, Why David, 
if he believed Mephiboſheth innocent, did 
not bring the matter to a fair trial? I anſwer, 
That a man of Ziba's ſubtilty, who had laid 
ſo heavy an accuſation againſt Mephiboſheth, 
had undoubtedly laid his trains and ſchemes 
to make it good: and therefore David, in 
all probability, was afraid to bring the mat- 
ter to a public trial, leſt his friend's innocence 
ſhould be oppreſſed by falſe accuſations ; 
and in the event, whether he were acquit, 
ted or condemned, the bare bringing him to 
trial, could not fail to be matter of ar Fafficient 
calumny againſt David; and therefore no- 
thing could better become David, in this 
ſituation, than to waive the trial, and exhort 
Mephiboſheth to refer the matter wholly to 
the arbitration of unerring wiſdom and 
juſtice : which would not fail finally to 


„ how in the Lord; and e 
heart's defire --- He ſpall make thy 7 as clear 
as the lehr, and thy Juft dealing as the noon-day. 


vindicate 
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 vindicate innocence, . and avenge fallhood 


and villainy. And this is, evidently, the 
main ſcope and purpoſe of this P/alm. And 


that every part of it may very naturally re- 


late to Mephiboſheth, will appear from two 
or three eaſy and natural ſuppoſitions (to 


which no thinking man can refuſe a ready 3 


and a rational aſſent); which, J hope; will 
clear this matter to the reader's ſatisfaction. | 


Lr us then ſuppoſe, that ſo wicked a 


man as Ziba, who had the intire manage. 
ment of his maſter's affairs, made no ſcruple 
to enrich himſelf by his ſpoils : and let us 
ſuppoſe, that upon this diſcovery of his 
villainy, Mephiboſheth, who before con fided 
in him, (as an old faithful ſervant to the 
family) and left every thing to his manage- 
ment, looked now more narrowly into his 
own. affairs, and found himſelf not only ca- 
lumniated by his ſteward, but ſpoiled like- 


wiſe, and impoveriſhed ; his ſteward rich, 


and flouriſhing in a numerous family; him- 


ſelf poor, and but with one ſon. 
Now nothing is more natural, than to 


ſuppoſe the generous and upright heart of 


A  Mephiboſheth, diſtreſſed, ſunk, and uneaſy 
to the laſt degree, in this fituation ; and 
Vor. III. O taking 
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| raking 
baniſh himſelf from a country where he had 


5 9 * — _ 
- 


becauſe of the ungodly ; for they ſhall ſoon be 
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raſh and repining reſolutions, to 


found ſuch treatment; and fo put himfelf 
out of the power of calumtiy for the future, 
And what could be more natural, and more 
conſoling, under theſe circumſtances, than for 
David to beg of him to forego thoſe raſh 
teſolutions ; to admoniſh him, that if he 
bore his e low eſtate with patience, and 


teſignation to the divine will, he ſhould ſoon 


ſee it betteted; to mind its. that the pro- 
ſperity of the wicked was ſhort and tranſient; 
that he himſelf had obſerved them flouriſh- 
ing like a green bay-tree, with a thouſand 
rich ſuckers riſing from its roots; yet their 
duration was ſhort, and their end deſtruction; 
that on the contrary, the righteous are the 
immediate care of Divine Providence, which 
would not fail to ſupport and deliver them 


from their enemies ; to aſſure him, at the 


fame time, of his own intire ſatisfaction in 
his innocence, and ſteady continuance of his 
friendſhip to him, in every exigency ? And 
in what words could all this be conveyed 
more ſtrongly, than in the ſeveral following 
paſſages of this Pſalm? Pret not thyſelf 


cut 


kus down like the graſi. Delight thou in the 
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Lord, and be ſhall give thee thy heart's defire. 
He ſball make thy righteouſneſs as clear as the 


light, and thy juſt dealing as the noen-day, 1 


ſmall thing that the righteous hath, is better. 


than great riches of the ungodly, Hape thou in 


the Lord, and keep bis way, and be ſball pro- 
mate thee, that thou fbalt poſſeſs the land: 
when the ungodly ſball periſh, theu ſbalt ſee 
it, The meek-ſpirited ſhall poſſeſs the earth, 
and ſhalt be refreſhed in the multituge of 
peace, Put thou thy truſt in the Lord, and 
be doing good -— Dwell in the land, and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed Leave off wrath, 
and let go diſpleaſure : fret not thyſelf, elſe 
ſhalt thou he moved to do evil be Lord 
knoweth the days of the godly, and their in- 
beritance ſhall endure fur - ever * —— They 
ſhall not be confounded in the perilous time, 
and in the days of dearth + they ſhall have 
enough, _ 

$ureoss theſe, David's conſolations to 
Mephibyet, under the circumſtances now 


'#* Accordingly we find AY deſcendants of Mephibe- 
gan remarkably numerous, 1 Chron. viii. 


+. This paſſage ſeems to fix the æta of this Pſalm, 


that it was written in the days of the public famine, 


O2 I laid 


/ 
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laid down, and ſuppoſe the laſt- cited verſe 
his own declaration in favour of him 
(and imagination can apply them to none. 
other, that we know of); what can they 
mean leſs, than ari exhortation to faith, truſt, 
and confidence in Gop, ſtrengthened with 
the king's own declaration, that he was deter- 
mined to ſupport Mepbiboſbeth in every 


danger; and to ſhare with him, N 


morſel of bread. 

Tu E facred hiſtorian next FPIEW us, 
That when David came to his houſe at Fe- 
ruſalem, he took the ten women, whom he 
had left to keep the houſe, and put them in 
ward, and fed them, but went not in unto 
them : ſo they were Sput up, to the day of 
their death, living in widowhood. 

Tars done, his firſt care was to look after 
Sheba, and cruſh this rebellion in its infancy : 
to which purpoſe, finding this a fit occafion 
to rid himſelf of Foab's inſupportable inſo- 
lence, he commanded Amaſa (whoſe credit 
with the ſoldiery could only counterbalance 
that of Joab) to aſſemble an army with all 
poſlible diſpatch, and purſue him, 

Trar David now depoſed Foab be 
the ſupreme command of the army, and 

; put 


"the Life of Ring Da vip. 197 
put Anaſa, according to promiſe, in his 
place, appears evidently, from this com- 
mand, which he gave Amaſa upon his re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, to aſſemble the whole 
tribe of Judah there, within the ſpace of 
three days, in order to cruſh the rebellion. 
Amaſa went immediately about it ; but made 
not ſuch diſpatch as David directed, but 
outſtayed the time appointed. This gave 

the king great diſquiet, and filled him with 
apprehenſions, that this delay might ſuffer 
Sheba's f to grow up into ſomething 
worſe than Abſalom's. . To prevent which, 
he ordered Aiſbai to take his own life- 
guard, and . ſuch other forces as were at 
hand, and inſtantly purſue that rebel. Ac- 
cordingly, Abilbat immediately aſſembled 
the Cherethites and Pelethites, and another 
body of forces, called Foab's men, and all 
the mighty men of war, (whom I take to 
be David's worthies of their ſeveral orders) 
and went in purſuit of Sheba : and by the 
time he had reached the great ſtone at Gibeon, 
about two leagues. northward from 'Feru- 
ſalem, Amaſa met them with ſuch forces as 
he had gathered, and put himſelf at the 
head of the army, Joab, ſeeing him there, 
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was filled with rage and indignation; yet 
diſſembled it ſo well, that he went up, as 

others did, to pay his re ſpects to him; and, 
. e up to him, his ſirord (whether | 

by chance, or deſign) hung from his belt in 
ſach a manner, that it dropped out of the 
ſheath : Foab took it up, and approaching 
Amaſa (who, perceived not what was in his 
hand) in all the civility of a friendly ſalu- 
tation, took him by the beard, and at the 
Tame time ſtabbed him undes the fifth rib, 


with ſuch a futious thruſt, that his bowels 


guſhed out, and he fell to the ground. This 
done, Joo, without taking the leaſt notice 
of what had paſſed, put himſelf immediately 
in, Amaſass place; and, with his brother Abj- 
hai, purſued after Sheba ; whitſt one of his 
ſoldiers ſtood by Amaſz's corps, and called out 
to the forces, as they came up, That all 
thoſe that favoured Joab, and — for Da- 
vid, ſhould follow Foab, © 


Tur men, as they came up. ſeeing 


Amaſa wallowing i in his blood, were ſtruck 


with horror at the fight, and ſtood Mil, 
gazing at it; which he ao. was directed to 
attend it, obſerving, removed the corple, 


from che high =, into an adjacent field; 


and 


3 


— 
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and caſting a cloth over it, hid the ſad 1 
ſpectacle from the eyes of the ſoldiers. - | 
Which done, the people, without any fur- ' | 
ther delay, followed Joab in purſuit of Sheba ; 
who had paſſed through all the tribes with 
all the diſpatch he could, exciting them to 
rebellion where- ever he went; but at length, ; 
finding himſelf hotly purſued, he took ſhelter 
in Abel-maachah, a city between Libanus and 
Antilibanus, north of Damaſcus. There all 
the Berites (probably the inhabitants of Bes- 
roth, who were Benjamites) joined and ſup- 
ported him. Jab immediately laid ſiege to 
the city; and from the accounts we have . 
his digging a trench around it, and battering 
the walls, critics have, I think, fairly con- Til 
cluded, that the ſcience of beſieging cities MV 
with lines of circumvallation and contraval- k 
lation (as they call them) and battering- 
engines, was much older than any account 
left us of this practice, in the hiſtory of the 
heathen world; although Herudotus, lib. i. 
gives Harpagus, Cyruss general, the credit 
of having invented the lines now mentioned, 
and taken the city of Phocea, in Jomia, 
(the firſt city ſo taken) by that invention; 
whereas the ſacred writer ſpeaks af one of 
O 4 thoſe 
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thoſe lines, on occaſion of the ſiege of Abel, 
as of a a familiar, and well known to 
his readers,” 

As Joab preſſed the fove with all n 
neſs and diſpatch, a wiſe woman, from 
within, called out, over the walls, and de- 
fired to ſpeak with him, in all the —_ 
and decency: of language then in uſe. And 
prefacing what ſhe had to ſay, with a ſhort 
account of the reputation of wiſdom, in 
which that city antiently ſtood, ſhe covertly 
(as the text is generally underſtood) expoſtu- 
lated with him, upon the iniquity of going 
about to deſtroy an antient and venerable city 
of his nation, without firſt propoſing terms 
of ſubmiſſion to it; and offering peace upon 
acceptance of thoſe terms, as the law of Gop 
expreſly directed to be done, even to an 
Hoſtile and heathen city (Deut. xx.) . She 
urges, that her city was faithful and peaceable 
in Tjrael : Upon what pretence then could 
he engage in deſtroying a city of that cha- 
tacter ? Was not this to deſtroy a mother 
city in 1/ael, and to ſwallow up the in- 
heritance of the Log D? Her ſpeech ſeems | 
marked with all the characters of wiſdom ; 
cloſe, and clear, 255 + aa ſingularly em- 

| phatical, 
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phatical, and moving; and ſuch as well 
ſupported the reputation of her city. 

Ir is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that ſhe 

undertook this parley otherwiſe than in con- 
cert with the rulers of the city. And if ſo, 
nothing ſurely could be managed with more 
addreſs, than their chuſing out a wiſe and 
venerable matron to plead their cauſe. In 
the firſt place, her ſex and character intitled 
her to attention and reſpect, which, poſſibly, 
could not ſo well be ſecured to any rebel of 
the other ſex, with a man of Foad's rough 
and haughty ſpirit. In the next place, they 
knew, that antient and honourable cities were 
wont to be conſidered under the characters of 
matrons, revered for virtue, and a numerous 
well educated offspring (and this way of 
ſpeaking is familiar to all languages): Who 
then could be ſo proper a repreſentative of a 
city in diſtreſs, as a complaining matron +2? 
This our venerable female advocate well un- 
derſtood; and therefore addreſſes all he had 
to ſay, in the perſon and ſtyle of her city: 
I, peaceable and faithful in Iſrael . Thou 
Both cities and countries, in diſtreſs, arefrequently 
repreſented under the character of complaining matrons; 
both in the writings and medals of the antients, . | _ 


fete 
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feeleſt to deſtroya city, and a mother in Iſrael 
A wilt thou ſwallow up the inheritance 
of the Lord? Upon which Foab, firuck 
with the horror of ſuch imputed cruelty, 
eagerly cries out Far be it, far be it 
from me, that I ſhould fallow up, or deſtroy 
He then added, that all he propoſed 
was, to chaſtiſe a rebel; Sheba the ſon of 
Biebri, who had taken ſanctuary in that 
; and that; if he were delivered up, the 
ſiege ſhould dasditely ceaſe, and the city 
be left unmoleſted. Upon the receipt of 


| | | this anſwer, the matron. went, in her wiſ- 


| dom, (ſays the text) and laid the matter ſo 
| * effeftually before her people, that, to clear 
| themſelves from the imputation of rebellion, 
| they did more even than Foah defired : they 
| immediately ordered Shebas head to be cut 
| off, and thrown over the wall, to Joab; who, 
upon ' ſeeing it, commanded a retreat to be 

| ſounded that inſtant, quitted the city, diſ- 
| miſſed his people to their ſeveral homes, and 

returned to Jeruſalem, to the king; and 

returned with the weight of ſo much merit 

and popularity, as effectually covered his 

murder of Amaja, from all attempts of in- 
quiry or chaſtiſement. The crime (as Florus 


ex- 
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| A hang over the army. 


works, and conſiſts but of four n yet, 
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expreſſes it) av within the glory : and 2 
only ſo, but reinſtated him, likewiſe, in the 


 Trvy did it ſeem good to the Daune wit 
dom, to permit Foob's unruly ambition, and 
s cruelty, at one time, ſeparate 

from all ſenſe of duty, and, at another, 
joined to it, to puniſh the guilt of four no- 
torious rebels *, in ſucceſſion, with dreads 


| ful deaths! two of them, indeed, treacherous 


and ſudden ; but all, in the enn 


Providence, judicial, and uſt. 


HER ended Abſalon's ben * 
Kela, which roſe from the ruins of it: 
but the conteſt between the tribes, which 
occaſioned it, was not, we may well i imagine, 
yet intirely laid: and therefore Dawid, ab I 
apptchend, wroteand publiſhed the hundred 


and thirty-third P/aln, about this time; to 


compole it. It is one of the ſhorteſt of all his 


* Abner, * and Shoda. 
+ Behold how good \ and joyful a thing it is for alben, 
to dwell together an unity. 


2. It is Tike the precious viniment upon the head, that 


van down unto the beard, even unto Aaron's bear, wad 


went down to the Min of bis clearhing.” 
3 Ge 
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ſhort as it is, it contains an exhortation to 
unity, beginning in the prince, and diffuſed 
through the people, illuſtrated by two images, 


the moſt apt and beautiful that ever were 


imagined. Kingdoms are conſidered as bodies 
politic, of which the king is the head, and 
the people, in their ſeveral ranks and orders, 
the parts and members. A ſpirit of union 
beginning upon the prince, whoſe perſon. is 
ſacred, is like oil poured upon the head of 
Aaron, which naturally deſcends, and ſpreads 
itſelf over all the parts of the body, and 
diffuſes beauty and fragrance over the whole, 
reaching even to the ſkirts of the garment, 
Oil is, without queſtion, the fineſt emblem 
of union that ever was conceived ! It is a 
ſubſtance conſiſting of very ſmall parts, which 
yet, by their mutual adheſion, conſtitute 
one uniform, well united, and uſeful body. 
The ſacred oil carries the idea, and the ad- 
vantage, of union yet farther ; which being 
extracted from various ſpices, yet made up 
one well cohering and more valuable com- 


* The next image carries the exhorta- 


. Like as = dew of Hermon, which | fell upon the 


7 e Sion. . 


4. For there the Lord promiſed * Bleing, and life 
or n. a : 
A tion 
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tion to union, and the advantages of it, yet 
higher. 

Hr Rr MON was the general name of one 
mountain, . comprehending many leſſer and 
lower hills, under the ſurround of a greater. 
Union, in any nation, is ; the gift of Gop; 
and therefore unity among brethren, be- 
ginning from the king, is like the dew 
of heaven, which, falling "firſt upon the 
higher ſummit of Hermon, (refreſhing and 
enriching, where- ever it falls) naturally de- 
ſcends to Sion, a lower; and thence, even 
to the humble valleys. s. 

So was the centre of union to all the 
tribes ; there Go p himſelf had promiſed 


his people reſt, and peace from their ene- 


mies; which, however, were of little value 
without union and en . n 


elves, 


2 o An 4/0 Arn -_— 


4 CHAP. xv. 


Judea : is viſited n a Fania. The 
Cauſe of. the Divine Wrath. The 
M. gans and Method appointed to 
©. appeaſe it. Mr. Chubb's Charge 
againſt Da vip, won this Head, 
. and refuted, dont 


BOT this time there aroſe a n 
in Judea, which continued three, 
years. It is very poſſible, that, for the zrſt 
year, David might have aſcribed this cala- 
mity to Ab/alom's rebellion; © which, by 
diverting the people from their wonted in- 
duſtry, and cutting off many of their la- 
bouring hands, left the country, for ſome 
time, uncultivated : the natural conſequenee 
of which was, a ſcarcity of corn, But as 
this rebellion was of ſhort continuance, and 
the famine long outlaſted all the natural 
effects of it, David could not long heſitate, 
to aſcribe it to ſome other cauſe. But how- 
Ever, as he had, in the true ſpirit of a pro- 
vident ruler, erected granaries and ſtore- 
houſes, 


n 


I 
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| houſes, * or proviſions of all kinds, in all 


parts of his dominions “; and by that means 


made ample proviſion for the ſuſtenanee of 
his people, in any exigence that ſhouldatiſe; 
he was the better enabled to bear this miſ- 
fortune with equanimity,” and intire reſigna- 
tion to the All-ruling Will. And acbord- 
ingly, whatever remedies or reliefs he might 
have ſotight for from natural cauſes, and 


private and public prayers to Almighty Goh. 
he made no application for the 'extraordi- | 


nary aid and interpoſition of Providence, 
till the third year: but in the third year, 


being well convinced, that the viſitation 


was judicial, he applied himſelf to the 
facred oracle of God, to learn the cauſe 


of this extraordinary and continued cala- 


mity ; and was anſwered, That it was for 
Saul, and his bloody bouſe, a he ow 
ade Gibeonites. | 


Tux hiſtory of the Gibeonites is well 


known: they were a remnant of the 


Amorites, (that abandoned race, whom Gov, 
for their inſufferable abominations, had de- | 


* This 2 charly POP 1 Chron, xxvii. 25. 3 
Ye-PDOU 5 


over the ſto es in T fields, in the cities, and in the 
villags;, Fon in the — „ was Fehorathan, &c. 


voted 


208 An Hi ae Account of. 

voted: to deſtruction), who, though they ob- 
tained a league for their lives and properties 
from the children of Hrael by fraud; yet, 
foraſmuch as Jeſbua and the elders, had con- 
firmed it by oath, they thought themſelves 
bound to keep it; only tying them down to 
the ſervitude of | ſupplying the. tabernacle 
with wood and water for the public ſacri- 
fices, and ſervice of thoſe "a attend. upon 
dem. 

Tus pct peat people, erer it 
is agreed, on-all hands, (from the tradition 
of the Fews) that they had renounced their 
idolatry, and performed the other conditions 
of their covenant, Saul ſought all occaſions 
to deſtroy. : and did ſo, to ſuch. a degree of 
guilt, as drew down the divine Judgment | 
upon the land, 

Wax David bad learned the true cauſe 
of the public calamity, under which the 
land laboured, and had been directed (as 
Foſephus informs us) to refer himſelf to 
the Gibeonites, for the meaſures that ſhould 
be taken to expiate the guilt; he im- 
mediately ſent for that afflicted people, and 
alked them —- What ſhall J do for you? 
And wherewith ſhall I make the gtonement, 
that 
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that ye may bleſs the inheri tance of - the 
Lord? | 

. To this they anſwered, that they deſired 
no reparation of private damages, or revenge 
of injuries; all they required was, that a 


public. ſacrifice ſhould be made to juftice, 


and the divine vengeance inflicted upon the 
land. David then, purſuant to the in- 


ſtructions which he had received from Gop, 
deſired to be informed by them, what they 


would have done upon that occaſion, To 


which they replied, The man that conſumed 


us, and that deviſed againſi us, that we 
ſhould be deſtroyed from remaining in any of 


the coaſts of Iſrael, let ſeven men of his ſons 


be delivered unto us, and we will hang them 
up unte the Lord, in Gibeab of Saul, whom 
the Lord did chooſe, And the king ſaid, I 
will give them. But the king ſpared Mephi- 


boſheth, the ſon of Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, 


becauſe of the Lord's oath that was between 


them, between David and Jonathan the fon 


of Saul. But the king took the two ſons of 
Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, whom ſhe 
bare unto Saul, Armoni and  Mephiboſteth, 
and the five ſons of Michal the daughter of 
Vol. III. * Saul, 
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Sul, whom ſhe brought up * for Adviel, the 


ſen of Barzillai the Meholathite, And he 


delivered them into the hands of the Gibeon- 


ites, and they hanged them in the hill before 


the Lord : and they fell all ſeven together, 
and were put to death in the days of harveſt, 
There is no queſtion but they choſe to haye. 
this execution in Gibeab of Saul, for the 
reaſons aſſigned by Dr. Patrick; to make 
the puniſhment the more remarkable and 
fhameful ; this being the city wherein he 
lived, bod before and after” he us king. 


But why theſe ſeven were mark d out, as 


victims to the divine Ne- is not wg 
to lay. | 

Tux text lama adds, that ab 
the beginning of the barley harveſt, viz. about 
March; ſo that the ſacrifice was made in 
the beginning of the third year. And the 
ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that they con- 
tinued hanging in that condition, (a public 


In the original it is bore : Thus 4 3 and 
Mrneluus, though the children of Pliftbenes, "ate (as 


 Eultathius eberves) call the ſons of Atreus, who edu- 


cated them; and Ruth's child is called a ſon born to 
Nami, who nurſed it (Ruth iv.): as if education and 


Hurture gave a right of parentage in the eſtimation of 


the antients, 
MOonu- 


the Life of King Davin. 217 


monument of terror to guilt in the higheſt 
rank of men) until water dropped upon them 
from heaven : that is, until Gop gave mani- 


feſt tokens of his reconcilement, by ſend- 
ing gracious ſhowers to refreſh the land: 


which, in the opinion of the Hebrew doctors, 
was not until the enſuing October: an opi- 
nion well warranted by the text; which 


pives us to underſtand, that the bodies hung 


there till the fleſh fell from the bones +. - 
CoMMENTATORS have juſtly obſerved 

from hence, that the hanging of theſe car- 

caſes, for ſo long a time, in the open air, 


could not be in conſequence of any com- 


mand from David; becauſe it was an open 
violation of the law of Gop, Deut. xxi. 
22, 23. which commanded, that the car- 
caſes of all thoſe who were hanged, ſhould 
not remain even one night upon the tree; 
but ſhould by all means be buried on the 
very day of execution. And the reaſon of 
the law; viz. Left the land be defiled, held 
ſtrong in the preſent caſe; inaſmuch as the 
ſtench of ſo many. carcaſes, for ſo long a 
time, in a malignant drought, and in the 


＋ 2 Sam, xxi. 13. And they gathered the bones of them 
that were hanged. 


1 very 


1 
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very hotteſt ſeaſon of the year, might have 
added a peſtilence to the famine : a danger, 
which it is impoſſible to imagine David 


would deliberately deviſe, both - againſt his 


people and himſelf ; and conſequently de- 
monſtrates itſelf impoſed upon him by a 
ſaperior power : confuting all the little ca- 


vils of mean men, againſt the conduct of 
David, upon this occafion ; cavils, which are 
farther confuted by the account left us of 
Rizpab's ſingular affection for theſe unhappy 


victims. She ſpread a tent upon the rock 
on which they were executed, and kept a 


continual watch over their remains, night 


and day ; and ſuffered neither the birds of 


the air to reſt on them by day, nor the beaſts 


of the field by night. Which when David 


heard, did he reſent this conduct, which 


might have been a natural means of pro- 
pagating a peſtilence? Quite otherwiſe, it 


ſufficiently appears from his ſubſequent be- 
haviour, that he rather emulated it; for he 
immediately went to Jabeſh Gilead, and 


cauſed the bones of Saul and Fongthan to 


be removed from thence, and depoſited, to- 
gether with the bones of Saul's ſeven ſons, 
now executed, in the ſepulchre of Ki/h; 


him- 


| _— 
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himſelf attending them in perſon to the 
grave: as if Rizpab's kindneſs to the re- 
mains of theſe unhappy victims, reproached 
his own long neglect of doing due honour 
to thoſe of ſo excellent a man, and ſo 
valuable a friend, as Jonathan. 

Tas ſacred hiſtorian adds — And they 
performed all that the king commanded, and 


| after that God was intreated for the land. 


This plainly implies, that Gon-gave no 
ſigns of heing appeaſed, until after the per- 


formance of theſe funeral rites: which 


grounds a rational belief, that theſe offices 


of humanity, to the remains of the dead, 
are bighly acceptable in the ſight of Gop. 


And perhaps this very inſtance gave. riſe to 
the religion of this duty in the heathen 
world. 

ANOTHER inference is alſo obvious from ; 


this account of Gop's being intreated for 


the land, after the diſcharge of thoſe offices 
to the dead; viz. that public devotions had 
been appointed before this, to appeaſe the 
wrath of Gop, but proved ineffectual. The 
ſame thing is alſo evident from P/alm Ixv. 
agreed on all hands to have been compoſed 
* the ceaſing, of this calamity, ver. 1. 
6 * Praiſe 
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Praiſe waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion, and 
unto thee ſhall the vow be performed. © © 
A coMPLETE comment upon this ſacred 
_ hymn, is not the work either of my pro- 
vince or genius ; and therefore I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the five laſt verſes of it are 
the moſt rapturous, truly poetic, and na- 
tural image of joy, that * can 
form, or comprehend. | 
Tux feader of taſte will ſee this, in the 
_ ſimpleſt tranſlation, ver. 9, Cc. Thou bag 
vifited the earth, 22 madeft it to covet, and 
haſt enriched it, The river of God is fall 
of water, Thou ſhalt provide them corn, be- 
cauſe thou haſt prepared for it. Saturate * 
the furrows thereof, make them fink with 
ſhowers : melt it--- bleſs its ſpringing 223 
Thou haſt crowned the year with thy good- 
neſs, and thy orbs ſhall drop down fatneſs; 
the paſtures of the wilderneſs ſhall drop: the 
hills ſhall exult, and be girded with glad- 
neſi—— The fields have chathed themſelves 
with catth; the valleys have covered 
, themſelves with corn. They ſhall ſhout, yea, 
they ſhall Ang. | et 4 


2 In Hebrew, Make them drunk, 


Tax 
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Tux reader will eaſily obſerye, that when 
the divine poet had ſeen the ſhowers falling 
from heaven, and the Jordan overflowing 
his banks, all the conſequent bleſſings were 
that moment preſent to his quick poetic 
ſight, and he paints them accordingly, _  . 

Bur we muſt quit this pleaſing ſcene, 
and divert to ſomething as throughly dif- - 
taſteful and diſagreeable, as this is delight- 
ful: for I am now called upon, in juſtice to 
my ſubject, to inform the reader, that Da- 
wid's character, not only as a hero, but as a 
man of honour, and common honeſty, is 
violently aſſaulted by one * Thomas Chubb , 
who imputes the death of Sauls deſcend- 
ants, procured by the Gibeonites, not to any 


command of God, but to a plauſible pretext = 


of David's, pretending ſuch command, to 
get rid of Saul's poſterity, his rivals in em- 
pite; blaſting David, at once, with the 
complicated imputation of the baſeſt of 
lyars, hypocrites, and murderers | Murdeter 


* See Chubb's pamphlet, on occaſion of the oppoſi- 
tion. to Dr. Rundle, &c. p. 27, &c. , 
+ Of whom I know no more, than that the buſineſs 
of his whole life ſeems to be, to invalidate, to the ut- 
moſt of his power, the ——_ of the ſacred hiſto- 


rians. 
4: of 
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of that family which he had twice + ſo- 
lemnly ſworn not to deſtroy; and this, at 
the very time, when the hand of Gop was 
heavy upon him and his people! Murderer 
of that family, whoſe murderers he deteſted 
and deſtroyed! _ 
Tux ſum of Mr. Chub#'s reaſoning upon 
the point ſtands thus : | 
Ir is inconſiſtent with equity, and with 
 Gop's own declarations, to puniſh one man, 
and much more a whole nation, for the 
faults of another ; therefore the hiſtory, 
which tells us, that Gop puniſhed the 
children of Iſrael with famine, for the 
crime of Saul, in ſlaying the Gibeonites, is 
incredible: conſequently Gop's ſuppoſed 
anſwer, upon David's inquiry concerning 
the cau le of the famine, was a forgery of 
Davids. 

IN anſwer to this charge, Los it incon- 
ſiſtent with equity, and with the divine de- 
_ clarations, to puniſh one man for the crimes 
of another, in which he had no ſhare — 


+ 1 Sam. xx. T5. — XXiV. 27, 22. Swear now there- 
fore unto me, by. the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my 
feed after me; and that thou wilt nat defiroy my name, 


— 0 my father s houſe. 
avid fware unto Saul, 
But 
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But was this the caſe of the 1/-aelrtes, in 
the point before us? A candid and good 
man would, methinks, be apt to doubt, and 
to hope, (and it may be Mr, Chubb did ſo) 
that it was not, The reader will Judge for 
1 

Ix is evident bm the ixth chapter of 
the book of Joſbua, that when Foſbua and 
the princes made a league with the Gibeon- 
ites, the people were greatly offended with 
them . Whatever the pretences of this 
reſentment might be, (nor did they want 
ſuch as were plauſible enough) the true 
reaſon ſeems ſufficiently apparent ; they 
were, by this league, deprived of the lands 
and ſpoils of the Gibeonites. Did theſe rea- 
ſons ceaſe in the days of Saul? Or rather 
did they not till ſubſiſt ; and with more 
force, in proportion as the people of rael, 

and their wants, increaſed, in a narrow 
land? But however this may be, why did 
Saul ſlay them now? The text plainly ſaith, 
that he did it, in his zeal or the children of 
| # Whoever will take &s trouble to read this chapter, | 
will plainly ſee, that the people would have had this 


league broken; which o/hua and the princes oppoſed ; 
pleading the inviolable NO of the ſolemn oath 


with it was ratified.. 
| Iſrael 
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Iſrael and Fudah (2 Sam. xxi. 2.). But the 
queſtion ſtill returns, How could the de- 
ſtroying theſe poor people manifeſt hig zeal 
for Iſrael and Fudah? There is, to me, but 
one imaginable way how this could be done. 
The Gibeonites had one city in the tribe of 
Fudah, and three in Benjamin: and when 
they were deſtroyed out of theſe cities, 
who could pretend any right to them, 
but ue (that is, Benjamin) and Fudah? 
So that Saul deſtroyed the Gibeonites, as the 
kindeſt and moſt obliging thing he could do 
for his people. And are we to believe, that 
they deemed that deſtruction a kindneſs to 
them, if they were no way benefited by it? 
Or are we to doubt whether they themſelves 
were the inſtruments of this deſtruction ? 


will? Or is there the leaſt colour to believe, 
that they, in any degree, remonſtrated againſt, 
or oppoſed, this proceeding of their prince? 
as they had a right, nay, were nearly in- 
tereſted and obliged to do, as a nation 
bound to make good the public faith they 
had given, and ſworn to preſerve ; the vio- 
lation of which might juſtly draw a curſe 
on them, and their land. And were the peo- 

ple 


Was this kindneſs done them againſt their 
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ple innocent, either in this agency, or this 
omiſſion? And if they ſuffered a famine for 
the ſlaughter of the Gibeonites, did they ſuf 
fer only for the fin of Sau/? Or rather, were 
they not conſenting, aiding and abetting, 
were they not ſharers in his guilt ? And is it. 
unequitable, that they ſhould alſo be ſuffer- 
ers? Or did they ſuffer beyond their de- 
merit? The divine puniſhment. of perjury it 

deſtruction, ſay the Twelve Tables *. I am in 
good hopes, that this candid author. will, at 
leaſt, reverence their deciſion; and if he 
doth, I have ſome hopes, that we ſhall no 
more ſee the oracles of Gop and his holy 
prophet - reproached, and their veracity ex- 
ploded, upon ſuch raſh and unſearching ſur- 
miſes. | | 
Bur however ſome great philoſophers 

may allow themſelves in this triumph of 
their reaſon, and inſult upon ſacred truths; 
good Chriſtians will (I truſt in G op) con- 
tinue nevertheleſs in the humility of believ- 
ing the truth of the ſacred hiſtory ; will 
continue to believe the truly pious and noble 
ſpirit of David incapable of ſo atheiſtical, 
o murderous, ſo perjurous an 1 3 


* ; Pajari fu divina exitium. 


and 
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and II will yet hope, bad as the world is, that 
there are few ſpirits in it ſo unbridled and 
uncheck' d in their cenſures and ſuſpicions, 
as to believe this great man capable of ſo 
black, ſo deliberate, ſo Machiauilian a vil- 
lainy. | 
BESIDESs, if 1 were that helliſh villain, 
which this calm and uncredulous philoſo- 
pher takes him to be, why did he ſtop here? 
why ſlay only ſeven of Saul's deſcendants? 
why did he not cut them all off from the 
face of the earth ? But above all, why did 
he cut off only collateral branches, and ſpare 
all thoſe in the direct line of ſucceſſion to 
the throne? Why ſpared he the heir appa- 
rent to the crown, even when an accuſation 
of high treaſon was laid againſt him? Why 
ſpared he Mephiboſheth the ſon of Fonathan, 
and Micah his ſon, and his four ſons (whom 
in all probability he lived to ſee)? And why 
did he not prevent, perhaps, the moſt nu- 
merous deſcent from any one perſon of the 
age he lived in? (See 1 Chron. viii. 33. and 
following verſes.) | 

Bur why ſhould Sau!'s deſcendants ſuf- 
fer for the fins of their fathers ? Is not this 
contrary to Gop's own declaration, Ezex. 
In: xviii. 
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Xviii, 20. The Soul that finneth it ſhall die, 
the ſon ſhall not bear the iniquity of | the 
father, e. 


Bur what if Saul's family were ſharers | 
in his guilt, inſtruments of his cruelty, and 
receivers of his robberies? Should they then 


go unpuniſhed ? 


COMMENTATORS, who "aha conſidered 
this paſſage, are mightily puzzled to know - 


why Saul's poſterity were not rather puniſh- 
ed for his cruelty to the prieſts of Gop, than 
to the Gibeonites. But the anſwer to this is 


obvious; his family refuſed to be the inſtru- 


ments of his cruelty in that maſſacre, This 
appears from 1 Sam. xxii. 17, 18. compared 
with ver. 7. of the ſame chapter. From 
the 17th and 18th ver. we learn that Sauls 
ſervants refufed to obey him in the ſlaughter 
of the prieſts; and that Doeg the Edomite 
(chief of his herd-men) was the executioner. 
And from the 7th verſe we learn, that theſe 
ſervants were of his own ſtock *, and ſuch 
of it too as he ſeemed moſt ſolicitous to 


In the Engliſb tranſlation they are called Benja- 


mites, but in the Hebrew they are called the ſons of - 


Jemini, who ſeems from 1 Sam. ix. 1. to be a more 
immediate founder of Saul's family, ſo that theſe ſer- 
vants were not only of his tribe, but of his kindred. 


prefer, 
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prefer, and to provide for. Then Saul ſaid 
unto his ſervants, that flood about him, Hear 


now, ye Benjamites: Will the ſon of 7 ee give 


every one of you fields and vineyards, and 


make you captains of thouſands, and captains 


of hundreds? That is, Will he do for you as 


I have, and mean to do? 


Hrs captains, we here ſee, were of his 
own kindred; and whom ean we preſume 


him ſo ſolicitous to exalt to theſe ſtations, 
as his own. ſons and grandſons? or whom 


elſe can we preſume him ſo ſolicitous to 


ſupply with fields and vineyards ? 


Now I defire to know how Sau could 


do this? He could not ſo much as purchaſe 
the poſſeſſions of one tribe, and transfer them 


to another, much leſs could he transfer their 


lands by force. We know of no territories 


wreſted from his enemies, to accommodate 
his Benjamites. It is true he ſmote the Ana- 
lekites from Havilab to Shur, (1 Sam, xv. 5.) 
but it is no-where ſaid, that he took poſſeſ- 


. fion of their country, or that he took fo 
much as one city from them; or if he did, 


the country or city ſo taken, muſt immedi- 
ately become the property of that tribe, in 
whoſe lot that part of the Amalekite land 

lay; 


4 
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lay; which moſt certainly was not Benia · 
min. But although it ſhould be allowed, that 
he took ſome cities from the Amalelites, 
there is good reaſon to believe, that he loſt 
more to the Philiſtines *, and poſſibly ns 
of them belonging to Benjamin, 10 
U eon the whole, it is evident to a * 
monſtration, that Saul had no poſſible way 
of enriching his Benjamites, with fields and 
vineyards; but by deſtroying and diſpoſſeſ- 
ing the Gibeonites. When therefore we are 
told from the mouth of Gop, that the 
plague ſent upon the people was for Saul 
and his bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the 
Gibeonites , is it not evident, that it was 
ſent for their guilt, as well as his? And can 
we imagine, that this guilt of theirs could 
be any thing leſs, than that of being the 
inſtruments of his executions? It is plain, 
that they were his captains of hundreds, and 
captains of thouſands; and it is as plain, 


* 1 Sam. xxxi. 7. And when the men of Iſrael, that 
were on the other fide of ſom valley, and they that were 1 
the other fide Finder aw that the men 7 1 Iſrael 
and that Saul and his ſons were dead, they forſoo, * 
— and fled ; and the Philiftines came 2 dwelt in 
them 

F The words which we render, he flew, might ag 
* be rendered, they flew. tha 

t 
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that as ſuch, they muſt be the inſtruments 
of his cruelty :' and if they were not, why 
are they called b/oody? They refuſed, indeed, 

to ſlaughter the prieſts, at his command; 
bad as the Benjamites were, they had not 
yet forgotten to fear God, and to reverence 
his prieſts, But is there the leaſt colour of 
reaſon to believe, that they were ſo ſcru- 
pulous with regard to the Gibeonites? And if 
they were not, is there leſs equity in God's 
deſtroying their ſons, for. the fins of their 
fathers, which they adopted and ſhared in, 
than there was in his deſtroying Fehoram, 


the ſon of Abab, for that vineyard, which 


the father had cruelly and unjuſtly acquired, 
and the ſon as unjuſtly detained ? And in- 


deed there ſeems to be no imaginable reaſon 


why Saul, when he had deſtroyed the prieſts 
of Nob, ſhould, after that, deſtroy the in- 
habitants of that whole city, but becauſe. 
they were moſt, if not all of them, Gibe- 
onites, (who were obliged to attend there 
upon the altar) whoſe ſpoils might become 
a prey. 

To this'may be added, that three of the 
Gibeontte cities lay (as I now obſerved) within 
; | the. 
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the lot of Benjamin *; and how could Saul 
ſo conveniently en _ his tribe, and his fa- 
mily, as by dividing tl theſe PRO _ 
them? 1 

Ap now, as I humbly apprehend, was 
falfilled, more clearly, more naturally, and 
more circumſtantially than in any or all 
other events, throughout the whole wid 
of the ſcriptures, that prophecy of their 
ther Jacob concerning them, Gen. xlix. 27. 
Benjamin ſhall ravin as a ibo I: in the morn- 
ing, be ſhall. devour the prey, and in the 
evening be ſhall divide the ſpoil. And indeed 
what can be a ſtronger or a clearer emblem 
of a wolf tearing and ravaging an innocent 
flock of ſheep, than Saul deſtroying a quiet, 
ſubmitting, unoffendin g race of Gibeonttes, 
and, when he had done ſo, dividing their 
ſpoils among his partners in the prey ? It 
muſt be owned, that the pretext for doing 
0 was not unplaulible, aach as theſe 
men were pared, contrary to the expreſs 


T5 45.4 . 4 4 II 9 4 064 + 2.4 - 


8 besen xviii. ver. 25, 
26, chap. ix. ver. 12. And the chiluren of Aſrael journeyed, 
and came unto is 1 Gtiet on the 1h day : now their 


cir were Giheon, 3 2 nt. and Kir- 


Jars: earim, Chap. * ver. A Gibeon, and Ramab, 
eeroth. Ver. 26 ae and 


vor. III. 4. * com- 
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command of Gop. And for whom, do we 
chink, Saul was more ſolicitous to provide, 
out of theſe ſpoils, than his own ſons by 
_ Rizpah his concubine, and the children of 
bis daughter? And this reaſoning is ſtrength- 
ened by reflecting, that Nob was in the tribe 
of Benjamin ; and when both the prieſts and 
Gibeonites were deſtroyed out of "this city, 
who then could take poſſeſſion of it but 
Benjamin 
i Me aEN the CGibeonites were ka into 
eague, they. were left in poſſeſſion of their 
72 : this ſufficiently appears from their 
| ſending to Foſbua (Fofh. x.) to deliver them 
from the Amorite kings, who beſieged their 
| capital, and had combined to deſtroy. them: 
and he did as they deſired. Their complaint 
againſt Sau] now is, that be deviſed t de- 
ray them from remaining in any e the 
coaſts of Tjrael (2 Sam. xxi. 5.). Can this 
complaint mean leſs, than that Saul had 
taken meaſures to ſtrip them of all theic 
Tel Bll e £7 ch prod per 
y in the 
of this hiſtory: bee rive and nd. 
chat he deviſed to ſtrip them of all: and 
why he did ſo i is, I believe, no longer a que- 
ſtion. Ad How 
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Hoy juſt are the judgments of Gop! 
If Saul deſtroyed an innocent people to make 
proviſion for the offspring of a concubine, 
and the offipring of a daughter, which e 
bare in conſequence of his owp faith to 
David violated *, could any thing be more 
equal, than that this very iflue, chief agents 
of his cruelty, ſhould now be called for, 
to make atonement. for it ! 

LE r others find their account, and found 
their fame, in reviling the divine diſpen- 
ſations recorded in the ſcriptures ; be it ever 
my glory to reverence them! to reverence 
hem in the ſilenoe of my cloſet, and to 
publiſh that reverence to the 3yorld, (when 
the revilings of others -pravoke.me\to it) 
withaut any view to the wages e of 
vanity or wealth! _ 

Glu me leave to add, that when I ſee 
Tome determined - philoſophers, of the laſt 
and preſent age, purſuing the reputation of 
David, with as murderous an intent as Saul 


* 8 the mother of five of theſe victims, was 
promiſed to "David, upon a ſolemn and public com- 
.paQt ; the conditions-of which were fully performed on 
his ſide, to the great glory and ſecurity of the fate ; - 
and then, in violat tion of that ſolemn and repeated en- 
agement, given to another, 1 Sam. ch. WI. ch. xvui. 


2 4 
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* | did his life, I cannot help imagining, that 
1 J hear this hero crying out to them, as he 
1 did to Saul, (1 Sam. xxiv. 12, 13.) The 
Lord judge Keren me and thee, and the 
Los avenge ne of thee— As ſaith the pro- 
1 verb of the antients, G proceeleth 
= JI» the wicked. 
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D AVID enters into new Wars. with 

_ Philiſtia, A Conjecture concerning 

- the Cauſe of them. The firft and 

© laft Edition of the Eighteenth Pſalm 

' (publiſhed upon this Occaſion) briefly 

compared. A Digreſſion, upom tbe 

Ufefulneſ: of Muſie to form the 

© Manners. 'Dav1v's laſt prophetic 

" Fords. A ſhort ON AT EN concern. 
76 ing his W orthies. 


. FH E biſtory of the Rabin under the 


reign of David, is ſucceeded by a 
very ſhort account of a war with the Phi- 
* — liftines 3 


. 
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liſtines; or rather of four ſucceflive wars: 
which ſeem to have laſted a conſiderable, 
time, - inaſmuch as they were not e 
till after four pitched battles ; each of which, 
concluded in Davids favour. Nor are any 
other particulars , related of them; but that 
a man of gigantic ſtature and ſtrength fell 
on the ſide: of the Philiſtines, in — of 
them ; the laſt of whom had ſix fingers on 
each hand, and fix toes on each foot * ; and 
that 1 in the firſt of theſe battles, David was 
in danger of being ſlain by 1/þhi-benob, the 
ſon of a giant, (whether of Galiab, or ſome 

ather, is not known) had he not been timely 
ſuccoured by Abi/hai, the ſon of Zeruiah, 
who ſmote and flew him. The account left 
us of this matter by 7oſephus is to this pur- 


poſe: That David, baving put the enemy 


to flight, and being foremoſt, and carried too 
far i in the ardour of the purſuit, after ſome 
time, grew weary, and faint with the fatigue. 


mT Inſtances of "gigantic! me men are familiar enough in 


the collections of the commentators, on this, and other 
12 of the ſame nature: and Dr. Patrick quotes 
uverine's relation of the grand fignior's Seraglio, 


Page 95. wherein he tells us, "That the eldeſt ſon of 


the emperor of ava, who reigned in the year 1648, 
when he was in that iſland, had 2 fingers on each hand, 
and as many toes on each foot; all of equal length. 


23 | Which 
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Which Ib i- benob perceiving, and being armed 


Wich a huge ſpear, (as Joſephur relates) and 


girded with a new ſword, (as the text is 
underſtood) found that a fit occafion to aſſault 
the king; and had ſacceeded in his purpoſe, 
had not Abiſdui come ſeaſonably to D 
aid, and deſtroyed his adverſary. 


1 HE | TR wat of the nes ange, 


themſelves 1 a ſolemn oath, never more to 
ſuffer him to hazard his perfon in battle; 
adding a reaſon, which ſufficiently indicates 


their high opinion and eſteem of him; That 
thou quench not the light * of Tjracl, leſt 


. they ſhould be deprived of a ptince whowas 


at once their guide, and their glory ! 
Tux cauſe or occaſion of theſe wars is 


16 hte mentioned in the ſacred hiſtory ; 


but there is a paſſage, 2 Sam. xv. 18, 199 
Sc. on which to gtoumd a rational conjecture 


concerning the origin of them: And all 


his ſervants paſſed on befide him ; and all the 


 Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all 
be Gittites fix hundred men which came after 


2 In Hebrew, lamp. | 
bin 
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bim from Gath, paſſed. an before the king. 
Then;ſaid the kingſto Ittai the Gittite, Where- 
fore goeſt thau-alſo. aith us ? Return to thy, 
glace, and alide with the hing: for thou art 
a. ſtranger, and. alſo. an ent le — ubereas 
thou cameſt but. yeſterday, &c. And Ittai the 
Gittite paſſed over, and all his men. From | 
whence it appears, that Itrai, an exile from 
Gath, arrived at. Feruſalem, with all. his, 
men, the very eve of Davids: flight before 
his ſon Ab/alow. . From whence I con- 
jecture, that the Philiſtines, hearing of 4b- 
{alen's: rebellion, . took, that opportunity to, 
ſhake; off the /raelite yoke z1, and to that, 
poſe drove out all the friends and fayour- 
ers of David's goyernment over them; 
among the. reſt, Ittai and his. followers Ws - 
who arrived very providentially at Feruſalem, 
to ſupport Dauid in the extremity of his 
diſtreſa. And as this revolt of Phili/iza, was 
ſucceeded, by! a long famine in Davids do- 
minions, we could, not. reaſonabiꝝ expect to 


hear of any meaſures taken by that prince t 
chaſtiſe that revolt, till e 


this calamity; and then we immedia 
wa wi en now. recounted.. . 


K n Ninot A Hi: - his 
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WurN theſe wars were . ended 
and David Was in perfect pea + | 
home and abroad; 150 n 2 fr projet of. 
continuing fo for the reſt of his life, he then 
reviſed and publiſhed the laſt edition "of 
the eich tenth Pſalm; which contains a ſum- 
mary of Go s ſignal mercies and deliver- 
ances wrought for him ; With uch an over 
flowing of gratitude fl for f che dirine goodnefs 
to him, as infinitely furpaſſes all other 
compoſitions, of all other men, upon this 
bead. And Chat is very Hhgullär, and 1 
hope not Wo the tealle > notice" "he 
hath found the ſecret or Moſt effect | 
perpetuating His own Praife,” by perpetiiating 
that of his Maker: "whilſt be labbuth 4 
make the prailey, of G ob Ylotious; he BHKES 
his own eminent, above Al ther mort 
A üngle inftänce will evined tit We üer 
ſhould have nown, that David wis ilk 
ſwifteſt and the Arongeſt of all mankindzo4f 
his own thankſyivings had hot told us O 
he had not blefled'Go'n for giving him the 
fwiftneſs of che hart, and the feel is 
break a bow of Neel. nete eig 
Tur critical Wader Gib 1 hope; not 
deem it beneath his curioſity, to ſec a few 
Un T4 * £O paſſages 


n 
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paſſages in this P/alm, publiſhed in David's 


youth, compared with the cotrections of his 


more advanced years: the firſt, as they are 
found in the book of Pſalms; and the laſt, 


as they are publiſhed in the teen 


ee Wor 


1 181 11 „ * 
| is. 279, Roel, and 


love thee, O Lord, 
my Strength, 2. The 
Lord 1s my Rock, and | 
oy Fortreſs, and my 
Deliverer ; m God, 
myStrength, in ubom I 


with truſt, myBuckler,” 
and . the Horn of my 
ſalvation ; 3 my. high 
Tower. 5. The ſorrows 
af death compaſſed me, 
end the foods of the t 
ungodly men made me | 
n 001 1c f 


N . the lacond book of Samuel. : er 
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Fortreſs, and my De- 
liverer... 3. The God 
F ny rock, in bim 
will I truſt; be i 1% 
Shi ela, and the lorn 
of. my Salvation, m | 
high Tower, and. T7 
Refuge, ny Sa e 
Thou * me wy 
violence. A Ben 


7174 


the. Waves | eath 
compaſſed me,the e 
F the ungodly | men 
made me afraid. 


* As his Dein were now multiplied, Kis at 
titude ſeems, as it were, exaggerated, and makes new 
efforts to exert itſelf, when every idea, that would expreſs 


us 1 


Every 
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| 
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Ex v eye will diſcern to what infinite 


advantage this expreſſion, The. ſorrows. f 
death, is changed into The waves: of death, 


Nothing can be a finer emblem of an hafk 


waves of the ſea, ſuccerding one another in 
their natural order. And when we conſider 
them prefling forward to the deſtruction of 
their ad verſaries, they ay oP Ms be 
N WT N 


£ 


* 


ne N ö K 
" — — 7. Thin the . — Then the 
earth ſhook and rem. ib fired in we. 
Bled, the fountations | bled, the - foundatidiis 
alſo of the bills moved | of beaver moved ani 
and were ſhaken, *. ſhook, EI 


f ebe warwroth. . 8 wroth, - 


MO. 


3 


Taz hills, ſhaking from on Foundation 
at the, wrath of Gon, is a noble idea: but 
the foundations of heaven, ſhaking at it, is 
a much nobler! The thought too is ſtrictiy 
juſt; for as the eye of the ſpectator is toſſed 
to- and fra, in an earthquake, the heavens 
muſt alſo appear to-him, to be er in n 
ſame manner, © 6 


'S, : . 1 
AT S042, 
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public worſhip-of Go p, was, to publiſh to 
the whole world, his endleſs gratitude, for 


| beſtowed upon him; yet had he a further, 
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 ALTROUGH Davids main purpoſe im 

publiſhing theſe divine hymus, ſetting them 
to ſuited muſic, and finging them in the 


the various and wonderful mercies of God; 


and, if poſſible, a nobler purpoſe; in this 
conduct; I mean, to diſperſe true religion 
throughout every part of his dominions ;/ to 
inſpire the hearts of his people wit a true 
and lively ſenſe of gratitude to Gon, their 
Bene factor, Protector, and Saviour, as well 
as his. David well knew, that true gra- 
titude to Gop is the fureſt ſource of true 
religion. and every duty injoined by it. And 
when it is out for public bleſſings; in 
which all partake, naturally mixes with every 
ſociat affection, and blends them, as it were, 
into its own being; and by this means, be- 
comes the very deſt bond of ſociety. "And 
therefore David, by perpetually pouring out 
the praiſes of Gop, in the moſt exalted\and 
heavenly compoſitions, and taking all odd. 
ſions to recount his endleſs mercies and de. 
hverances wrought for his people from the 


Ne nn ———— 


fill 


236 An Hiſtorical Accaumt of 

fill their hearts with gratitude; to their great 
Benefactor; and, in conſequence of that, to 
render them religiouſly obſervant of his laws; 
to render them humane, friendly, and af- 
fectionate to one another, and conſcientiouſly 
faithful and dutiful to their ſovereigg. 
Tur wiſeſt and moſt eminent of the 
antients have left many encomiiums, both 
upon the ſeparate and joint power of muſic 
and: poetry, towards ſoftening, civilizing, 
and mending the manners of mankind; and 
the candid reader will, Jam ſure, pardon, 
if not thank, me for tranſeribing a paſſage 
to this purpoſe from Mr. Rollin, one of the 
moſt polite and truly valuable authors of this 
or any age; the greateſt lover of truth, and 
of mankind ! Vol. iv. of his Antient Hiſtory, 
p. 323, 324. Mufec was cultivated withing 
leſs application and ſucceſs. We antients 
aſtribed wonder ful effects. to it. They be- 
Heved it very* proper: to calm-the paſſions, 
alten the manmers, and even bhumanize. pev- 
ple. naturally ſavage and barbarous,; Poly- 
bius, a grave and ſerious hiſtorian, and who 
4s certainly. worthy. e, belief, attributes 
thy extreme difference between two people 
V Arcadia, the, one infinitely: beloved: and 


1 efteemed 
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efteemed for the elegance "of their manners, 
their benevolent inclinations, ' humanity to 
frrangers, and piety to the gods; the' other, 
on the contrary, generally reproached and 
hated for their malignity, brutality,” * and 
irreligion ; Polybius, I ſay,” aſcribes "this 
difference to the fludy of muſic (I mean, ſays 
he, the true and noble muſic) cultivated with 
"Fare by the one, and abjolutely err by 
| the other people. 

Ip ſuch have been the effects of the ſole 
and ſeparate power of noble muſic, what 
might not be hoped from it, when it is 
built upon, and ſupported by, the nobleſt, 
the ſublimeſt, the moſt heavenly ſtrains of 
divine poetry, by which the world was ever 
delighted, informed, or amended ! And ſuch, 
beyond all controverſy, or pretence of a 
rational doubt, are the ſacred ere 0 
pſalms of David. 

PIX pA places this un in the Hine 
of Hiero's character: That he took a noble 
delight in the moſt exquiſite ſtrokes and per- 
formances of poetry and muſic. Could he 
have added to this, that he had a maſtery 
over all mortals, in the compoſition of both, 
and crowned all, by the application of both 


to 


= 
> 
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10 their nahleſt ends and uſes; the inſpiring 


af true piety and virtue into the hearts of 


men, and celebrating the praiſes of Gop; 
gwecounting the works and wanders of his 
Providence, and infinite mercies to mankind; 
ho nobly had his character been completed! 
bow had it bean, at once, exalted and un- 
wvivalled ! The /thinking reader will eaſily 
datigfyhimſelf, that this glory, which Pindar 
could not confer upon Hiero, David bath, 
moſt.-unſelfiſhly,- and without the leaſt taint 
ar-view.of vanity, ſecured to himſelf, __ 
Arxxx Davids laſt revilal and edition 
of the eighteenth P/alm, now recounted, 
che facred, Mm ire to nchen, 
: — to ms ma arothels 
which immediately follow this Pain, in 
the ſecond book of Samuel, chap. xxili. 
And indeed it is of yaſt importance to the 
faithful, that they are committed to writing: 
| becauſe he there expreſly declares, That the 
Spirit of God ſpake by bim. 
Tux laſt words of great men, falemnly 
delivered, and upon points of great im- 
Portance, have always been thought worthy 


of peculiar regard; and have accordingly 
been 


5 


been carefully recorded: and therefore hee 
of ſo great a prince and prophet as Dawsd, 
will not, I -preſume, be -deemed-unworthy 
the regard of the moſt incurious reader; 
eſpecially as they will not _— 
more than one minute of his ti — 
Now 'theſe be the laſt wordr'of Dots 
David the fon of Feſſe ſaid, and the m 
who was raiſed up on High, 'the anointed of 


the God of Facob, and the ſiveet pſalmiff of 
Tfrael, 'faid ; The Spirit of the Lord fpake by 
me, and his word was in my tongue. The 
God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Tſradl ſhake 
unto me, He that ruletb over men ni 'be 
juſt, -ruling in the fear of God": and be fhall 
ur the light of 'the morning, when the fur 
rifeth, even a morning without clouds; u 
the tender graſs ſpringing out of the .eardh, 
by clear ſhining after rain. Although a 
bouſe be not ſo with God; yet he bath made 
291th me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in 
ell things, and ſure : for this is all my ,“ ⸗ 
vation, and all my- Ae, although he make 
it not to grow. 1 
But the fons of Belial ſtall be all of then 
as thorns thruft away, becauſe they cannot; be 
caken with hands. But the man tlut ſhall 
touch 
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touch me, muſt be fenced with iron, and the 


af ef 4 ear, and they. ſhall. be wy 


burnt with fire in the ſame place. 


How glorious a concluſion of ſo noble an 
office is this! to recollect Gop's ſignal mer- 
cies and bleſſings beſtowed upon him! His 
exaltation to royalty, from a low eſtate 
and his gifts of prophecy, poetry and har- 


mony | His . ſpecial command to him as a 


king, and his eternal covenant with him and 


his ſeed ! The continuance of his temporal 


kingdom, but with no increaſe of grandeur, 
in his poſterity | Their ſure ſalvation and pro- 
tection, whilſt they continued in the cove- 
nant, made with their father and the final 
reprobation, and deſtructiom of the wicked! 


and, above all, that bleſſed and permanent 


aſſurance to the faithful, That the Spirit of 
the Lord ſpake by him, and his word was in 
bis tongue | Thus ſealing the truth and cer- 


.  tainty of his divine inſpiration, and in con- 


ſequence of that, the ſacred authority a his 


writings, to endleſs generations. 


Tux follows the noble pa Wat of 


David's worthies ; the nobleſt and moſt - 
truly renowned of all antiquity; inaſmuch 


a8 * is reaſon to believe, that any act af 
notorious 


4 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the Life of King Davin. 241 
notorious guilt excluded from it; for why, 
othetwiſe, ſo great a captain, and ſo brave a 


man as, Joab, ſhould be left out of that lift, 


when his two brothers, and even his armou 1 
beater, are included in it, I own I cannot 
comprehend, And this conjecture is, I think, 


ſtrengthened, by obſerving ſeveral names in 


the liſt of theſe worthies, 2 Sam-xxiii, left 
out in the ſubſequent liſt, 1 Chron, xi. and 
a good many other names added in this later 
lift, From whence, I conclude, that ſome 
of the worthies in the firſt liſt, had their 
names raſed out, on account of ſome ſub- 
ſequent demerit, after the authors of the 
ſecond book of Samuel were dead, 


* 


CHA P. XVII. 
David's Numbering of the People : 
and the Plague which enſued. 


HE people of Jrael were ſcarcely 
recovered from the calamity of that 
famine, which infeſted them for three years, 
when they were viſited by another chaſtiſe- 
ment, apparently more fatal, although of a 
n R very 
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very ſhort continuance : a peſtilence of three 
days; occaſioned by the king's numbering 
of the people. PR 33 
Tx moſt rational account of the matter 

is this: Gop had given them a command, 
by Moſes, Exod. xxx. that when they took 
the ſum of the people, after their number, 
every man ſo numbered, from twenty years 
old and upwards, ſhould pay half a ſhekel 
to the ſanctuary, as a ranſom for his ſoul 
to Gop; under the penalty of a plague, 
to enſue the negle& of ſuch payment: and 
accordingly that payment was made, when 
they were numbered, Exod. xxxviii, 24. 
And ſurely a moſt rational and religious ca- 
pitation this was, indicating, that their lives 
were the forfeit of their ſins, to Gop: who, 
in mercy, accepted a ſmall ranſom for them; 


If it be objected, that there are two other num- 
berings mentioned in the Bible, Numb. i. and Numb. 
xxvi. without any mention of any payment to the. 
fanctuary; I anſwer, That there is indeed no expreſs 
mention made of any ſuch payment, but I think it ſuf- 
ficiently implied in both places ; for Numb, i. 54. it 
is faid, And the children of Iſrael did according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moſes, And in Numb, xxvi. 4. 
they are commanded to take the ſum of the people, as 


4 the Lord commanded Moſes, and the children of Iſratl, 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt. And we 
know, that the payment of the half-ſhekel made a part 
of that command. a | 


but 
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but an equal one for the lives of the higheſt 
and the loweſt amongſt them, inaſmuch aa 
they were all of equal value in his fight, 
with whom there is no acceptance of perſons, 

Da vip, now (probably from an impulſe 
of vanity) deſirous to know the ſtrength of 
his kingdom, which he rightly judged to 
confiſt more in the numbers of valiant men, 
than in the extent of empire, ordered the 
ſum of the people to be taken, from twenty 
years old and upward ; without ordering the 
Moſaic ranſom to be paid: for which rea- 
ſon a plague immediately enſued, which de- 
ſtroyed ſeventy thouſand of them, within 
the time determined by the prophet. And 
indeed, as the people were now more ſig- 
nally bleſſed by G ob than at any time, the 
neglect of paying this tribute to their great 
Sovereign, under whoſe protection they were 
ſo wonderfully raiſed to wealth, and domi- 
nion over their enemies, became more odi- 
ouſly infamous and ungrateful. And it is to 
me unaccountably aſtoniſhing, how David 
could be brought to ſuffer it ; but in truth 
he did more; he not only ſuffered, but in- 
joined and urged it, And, to increaſe our 
wonder, David injoined, and Foab remon- 

R 2 {trated 
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ſtrated againſt it; remonſtrated againſt it, 
not only with fine addreſs, but with a ſpi- 
rit cf true religion. His addreſs is ſeep 
2 Sam. xxiv. 3. for when David gave him 
his command, to go through all the tribes of 


 T/rael, and number the people — TFoab ſaid 


unto the king, Now the Lord thy God add 


unto the people (how many ſoever they be) an 


hundred-fold, and that the eyes of my lord 
the king may ſee it : but why doth my lord 
the king delight in this thing? And the reli- 
gion of this conduct is ſeen from what is 
added, 1 Chron. xxi. 3. Why doth my. lord 
require this thing ? Why will he be a cauſe 
of treſpaſs to Iſrael? But David was ſo bent 
upon the purpoſe, that nothing could diſ- 
ſuade him from it. And Joab, and the 
captains of the hoſt, were immediately diſ- 
patched to execute it ; and returned not to 
Feruſalem till the end of nine months and 
twenty days; and even then returned with- 
out accompliſhing their purpoſe ; for Lev 


and Benjamin were not taken in the compu- 


tation: For (ſays the text) the king's word 
was abominable unto Foab. Beſides, as Gon 
had.. promiſed to multiply them as the ſtars 
* heaven, and the ſands of the ſea, they 

thought . 
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thought it impious, ſo much as to attempt 
an exact computation of all orders and ages 
amongſt them. 

Tun are two returns left us of this 
numbering ; (one 2 Sam. xxiv. and the other 
1 Chron. xxi.) which differ - conſiderably 
from one another; eſpecially in relation to 
the men of Jrael; which in the firſt are 
returned but eight hundred thouſand, but in 

the laſt eleven hundred thouſand. But 1 
think a careful attendance to both the texts, 
and to the nature of the thing, will eaſily 
reconcile them. The matter appears to me 
thus: Joab, who reſolved, from the begin- 


ning, not to number the whole of the peo- 5 


ple, but who, at the ſame time, wiſhed to 
ſhew his own tribe in the beſt light, and 
make their number as conſiderable as he 
could, numbered every man amongſt them, 
from twenty years old and upwards, and ſo 
returned them to be five hundred thouſand: 
but in Mrael he only made a return of ſuch 
men as were exerciſed, and proved in arms; 
and therefore the number of perſons above 

twenty years. old, is leſs in his zetury 
(2 Sem. xxiv.). 


4 
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THE reader will beſt judge whether the 
letter of the texts doth not juſtify this con- 
jecture: that of 2 Sam. xxiv. ſtands thus: 
And there were in Iſrael eight hundred thou- 
and valiant men, that drew the ſword —— 
and the men of Fudah (not the men of 
tried valour 'only, but the whole) were five 
hundred thouſand men. Whereas the ac- 
count we have of this matter in 1 Chron, 


xxi. ſtands thus: And all they of Iſrael were 


a thouſand thouſand, and an hundred thous 


fand men, that drew ſword : and Fudab four 


hundred threeſtore and ten thouſand men 
that drew ſword. In a word, in 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 9, the whole of Judab is returned, 
and only the men of proved valour in Iſrael, 


In 1 Chron. xxi. 5. the whole of 1/ael is 


expreſly returned; but the particle a// is not 
expreſly prefixed to thoſe of Fudah ; and 
therefore poſſibly the men of tried valour in 
that tribe are only included in that return: 
and if fo, the returns muſt of neceſlity be 
yery different, Indeed it ſeems to me as if 
all the ſacred writers were upon their guard, 
apainſt giving an exact return. 

How unſtable are all human — 
A * * whoſe heart was ſo 


lately 
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lately ſet upon numbering the people, ſees 
his guilt, and repents his purpoſe, the mo- 
ment it was finiſhed : that heart which was 
fo lately dilated with vanity *, now ſhrinks 
into contrition and penitence, - 

Ir is ſomewhere ſaid of Epaminondas, | 
that, the next day after the battle of Leurea, 
he was ſeen remarkably ſad and dejected; 
andbeing aſked the reaſon, anſwered, I yeſter- 
day ſuffered myſelf to be too much elated 
with vanity, and I am mortifying for it to- 
day. This ſeems to have been pretty much 
the caſe of David; whoſe vain heart now 
recoils, with dreadful pangs, upon his breaſt. 
And David's heart ſinote him, (ſays the text) 
after that he had numbered the people : and 
David ſaid unto the Lord, I have finned 
greatly in that I have done: and now I be- 
ſeech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of 
thy ſervant ; for ] have done very fooliſhly. 

Ix this ſituation of mind, Gad, David's | 
ſeer, found him the next morning +, when 

he” 


| And perhaps this may y be the reaſon wh this action 
is i imp to the inſtigation of Satan, father of 
pri | 


+ I muſt here obſerve, an egregious error in our | 
Engliſh tranſlation : which gives us to apprehend, that 
R 4 David's 
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he came to denounce the divine vengeance 
upon his guilt : 'and to ſhew him, and the 
world, that the vengeance he came now to 
denounce, could be no caſual calamity, nor 
the effect of any natural cauſe, he gave him 
his choice of three evils ; one of which muſt 
immediately be inflicted upon him: Shall 
ſeven years of famine come unto thee in thy 
land? Or wilt thou flee three months before 
thine enemies, while they purſue thee ? Or 
that there be three days peftilence in thy land? 
Now adviſe, and ſee what anſwer T ſhall 
return to Him that ſent me. To theſe dread- 
ful and diſtracting alternatives, David made 
this truly heroic, and religious reply : And 
David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great freight : 
let us 5 fall now into the hand of the Lord, (for 
his mercies are great) and let me not fall in- 
ro the hand of man. Had he choſen either 
war or. famine, his wealth and his power 
had eaſily ſecured himſelf and family, from 
any imminent danger of either: but in this 


David's penitence was the effect of Gad's threat : For, 
(fays the text) when David was up in the morning, the 
word of the Lord came unto the prophet" Gad, David's 
ſeer, ſaying, Go, and ſay unto David, &&c. "Whereas 
the word which is tranſlated For, ſhould be tranſlated ' 

hd; and it is not a cauſal, but a connectiye particle, 


cop 


, 
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conſiſted his heroiſm, that he choſe that 
evil, which he himſelf riſqued, in common 
with his meaneſt ſubject. | | 

Taz event was immediately een 
to the choice; a plague inſtantly enſued, and 
continued to the time appointed; which de- 
ſtroyed, in that very ſhort ſpace, ſeventy 
thouſand men, from Dan to Beerſheba :. a 
calamity which hath no parallel, in the 
whole compaſs of hiſtory. 

David, deeply afflicted and penitent : 
under this heavy chaſtiſement, afſembled the 
elders of 1/rael; and all of them, cloathed 
in ſack-clath, humbled themſelves in a moſt 
ſolemn and public manner before Gop; im- 
ploring his mercy, and deprecating his ven- 
geance. And whilſt they were in this con- 
dition, David, lifting up his eyes to Gop, 
ſaw the angel of the Lord landing between 
the earth and the heaven ; having à draun 
ford in his hand, ſtretebed out over Feru- 
ſalem. Upon the ſight of which, David, -- 
and all his attending elders, fell upon their 
faces, to the earth; and David cried out 
to Gop, Is it not I that commanded” the 
people to be numbered? Even I it is that have 


r and done evil indeed. But for theſe _ 
ſheep, 


* 


* 
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ſheep, wwhat have they done? Let thine hand, 


IT pray thee, O Lord my God, be on me, and 


on my father's houſe ; but not on thy people, 


" Shit they veils be planned. 


 Ta1s ſupplication and humiliation of 
David, and the elders, ſoftened the divine 
wrath, and arreſted the vengeance, And 


the Lord ſaid to the angel, that deſtroyed the 


people, It is enough; lay now thine hand. 


And the place wizere the avenging angel 


was ſtaid, was over the threſhing-floer of 
Araunah the Febufite. | 
THEN the angel of the Lord commanded 
Gad, inſtantly to order David to go, and 
ſet up an altar to God in the threſhing- 
floor of Araunah the Jebuſite. David im- 


mediately obeyed, and treated with Araunab 


for the threſhing-floor ; ſignifying to him, 


at the ſame time, the reaſon why he deſired 


to purchaſe it. The truth of which Arau- 
nab himſelf muſt eaſily be ſatisfied of, in- 
aſmuch as he alſo, with his four ſons, had 
ſeen the deſtroying angel, and hid theme 
ſelves in terror of the ſight. And therefore 


David had no ſooner made the propoſal, 


but the generous Araunah replied, with a 


ready offer of every thing he wanted; land, 
oxen 


* 
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oxen for ſacrifice, and threſhing inſtruments 
for fuel, and the wheat for the meat offer» 
ing, without any price or purchaſe, But this 
David abſolutely refuſed ; declaring, that 
he would buy every thing at the full price; 
and that he would not ſacrifice to Go p of 
that which coſt him nothing: and accord 
ingly he bought the place for ſix hundred 
ſhekels of gold; and the oxen for fifty 
ſhekels of ſilver v. Aud David built there 
an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt- 


offerings and peace-offerings, and called upon ® 


the Lord, and be anſwered him from heaven 
by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering, and 
the plague was ſtayed from Iſrael. 723 


* Much difficulty hath been raiſed upon the articles 
of this ſale, in a caſe, to me, ſufficiently plain. The 
authors of 2 Sam. xxiv. tell us, that David bought the 
threſhing-floor, but do not ſay for what; and then im- 
mediately add, qnd the oxen for fy fees of filver--- 
Now, it is but ſuppoſing ſuch a flop, placed after the 
word Floor, as ſhews it to be a ſentence diſtin from 
what follows, or ſuppoſing the following clauſe to be 
included in a parentheſis (a conſtruction which muſt be 
ſuppoſed in all other writings, in a thouſand inſtances); 
and the matter is clear of all difficulty. And that one or 
both of theſe muſt be the caſe, is ſufficiently eyident ta 
me from 1 Chron. xxi, 25. where the price paid far the 
place is expreſly ſet down to be ſix hundred ſhekels 
of gold, without mentioning any price paid for the 


How- 


* 
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How EVER criminal this numbering was 
in David, yet there are three points of im- 
3 clear from it. 

TEE firſt is, the ſignal completion of 
Go D's promiſe to Abraham, of multiplying 
his ſeed, as the ſands of the ſea; inaſmuch 
as 'the multitudes of men, comprehended 
within the narrow limits of Judæa, even at 
this time, appears from this numeration to be 

great beyond all compariſon, although con- 
feſſedly leſs conſiderable than under ſome 
* wp as. reigns. 
Tux ſecond is, that it appears Hank the 
nee left us of this matter, that all the 
cities of the Canaanite coaſt, and particu- 
larly Zidon, and the ſtrong hold of Tyre, 
were under the dominion of David. But 
this I apprehend could only be the antient 
Tyre, or Palætyrus; inaſmuch as Hyram, 
who lived in friendſhip both with David and 
Solomon, was king of the other Tyre : which, 
from a letter of his to Solomon, quoted by 
Foſephus, appears to have been ſituate in an 
iſland (Autig. I. vii. c. 2.). But this, how- 
ever, no way infers the king of that Tyre 
not- to have been. tributary both to David 


and 8 _—_— as I apprehend he was, from his 
calling 
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calling both, David and Solomon his lord, 
and himſelf and people Solomon's ſervants, 
2 Chron. ii. 14, 15. Or if he were not, 
David's dominion over Zidon alone will go 
a great way towards accounting for thoſe 
immenſe treaſures, which he amaſſed for 
building the temple; inaſmuch as Zidon is 
allowed to have been, from the remoteſt 
antiquity, one of the greateſt marts of the 
world, which engroſſed a great ſhare of its 
wealth; and into which, and into Tyre, the 
veins of all its richeſt mines, then in their 
vigour, were naturally drained. And that 
Zidon was early renowned for wealth and 
magnificence, ſufficiently appears from its 
being ſtyled, even as early as the days of 
Foſhua, Zidon the great, Joſh. xi. 8. 

TRE third is, that David was not the 
cruel conqueror, which ſame men ſo eagerly 
infer him, from ſome parts of his hiſtory, 
ill conſidered, and of conſequence little un- 
derſtood ; inaſmuch as we learn from this 
tranſaction, that in the height of his re- 
ſentment againſt the Tebufites, he ſpared 
Araunab, a king; in all probability, prince 
and proprietor of the place; and ſuffered. 
him to live in peace and plenty. 


Ix. 
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Ix it be asked, why the people were pu- 

niſhed for this guilt of their prince, I an» 

ſwer, (beſides the common obſervation Qyic- 

quid delirant reges, &c.) in the ſentiments 
of Mr. Whiſton's comment on this part of 


1 wot *phus's hiſtory : That neither David's 


nor the Sanhedrim's neglect of exacting this 


tribute could excuſe the people from pay⸗ 
ing it, when an expreſs law of God in- 


joined it. 


To ſpeak freely upon the point, I can 


' conceive but one reaſon why David now 


neglected to injoin the payment of this 
tribute: he was the great patron of relis 
gion, and protector of the church of Gopz 
and (if ſuch a ſpirit then reigned in his 


nation, as now reigneth in ours) ſuch a ſum 


of money, as this tax would have brought 
into the ſanctuary, could not fail to have 
raiſed an high out- cry of bigotry and prieſt- 
craft againſt him: and ſo he ſuffered the 
people to be plagued, rather than let the 
prieſthood be enriched. 
I $HALL only add, that the ninety-fi 

Pſalm ſeems evidently to have been written 
by David, in commemoration of his deli- 


verance from this public calamity, That 


ſignal 


| | o 
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ſignal protection of Divine Providence, which 
he had now experienced, naturally prompted 
him to break out into thoſe expreſſions of 
hope and truſt in Gop, of which it is hard 
to ſay whether the piety or the poetry be 
more exalted : He that dwelleth in the ſecret 
place of the Moſt High, ſhall abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty. Surely he ſhall 
deliver thee from the ſnare of the fewer ; wy 
from the notſome peſtilence. 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror * 
nigbt; nor for the arrow that flieth by day. 
Nor for the peſtilence that walketh in 
darkneſs ; nor for the deſtruction * weſteth 


at noon-day. 


A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten 


thouſand at thy right-hand ; but it ſhall not 1 


come nigh thee, 
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C HAP. XVIII. 


DAvip's Preparations to build the 
Temple : his private Exhortations to 
Solomon, and the Princes, to carry 
a os Work. 


HEN David ſaw, that his ſacrifice 
was miraculouſly accepted of Al- 
mighty Gop, by the deſcent of fire from 
heaven, which conſumed it upon the altar, 
he immediately concluded, that this was the 
place which G op had choſen, to eſtabliſh his 
worſhip there ; and therefore he continued 
to offer up ſacrifices upon this altar, and 
accordingly told his people, that his was the 
bouſe of the Lord God, and this the altar of 
the burnt-offering for Iſrael, | 
Ir is true, the tabernacle of the Lorp, 
which Moſes made in the wilderneſs, and 
the altar for the burnt-offering, were, at 
that ſeaſon, in the high place of Gibeon; 
and thither he ſhould ordinarily have reſort- 
ed, to ſacrifice his burnt- offerings: but in | 
aſmuch as the angel of the Lon p had 
preſly commanded him to erect an altar in 


} 
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che threſhing· floor of Araunab, and on that 


very ſpot, over which, the avenging angel 


was 5 and Gop appeaſed, he natu- 

rally concluded, that this was the appointed 
place of atonement, ſo ſolemnly ſet apart 
for ſacrifice ; and therefore he feared to re- 
ſort to Gibeon any more, for any purpoſe 


of religion . And there is no doubt but 


he was confirmed in his reaſoning upon this 
point, by reflecting, that this was the place 
appointed by Gop himſelf for the ſacri- 
ficing of Jaac; and where the faith of his 
father Abraham was ſo amazingly tried, ſo 


gloriouſly accepted, and ſo nobly rewarded, 


ALL theſe concurring circumſtances, and 
conſiderations, ſufficiently pointed out this, 
as the place of that temple, which was to 


be the glory of the whole earth. And 
accordingly David ſet himſelf, from that 


moment, to prepare materials of all ſorts for 
it, with all imaginable application and zeal; 


as indeed he had done for many years 


bites 


* But David could not po before it (that is, the altar 


at Gibeon); for he was afraid becauſe of the ſword of the 
angel of the Lord, 1 Chon xxi. 2 þ N . ; 


Vo. III. 8 AND 
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Axy indeed there was no doubt but it 
was at this time, that Gop inſpired him 
ith the plan of the whole work; with all 
its parts, dimenſions and utenſils: all which 
'he himſelf expreſly aſſures us , the Lord 
made bim eve pre in ws. U * _ 
upon. him. 

"Thar the architecture of this dem 
Was of divine original, I, for my part, am 
fully fatisfied, from this Paffige; ; and Tam 
confirmed in this perſuaſion by finding from 
Vilulpandus, that the Roman, at leaſt the 
"Greek architecture, is derived from this, as 
from its fountain: and in my humble op- 
l nion, even an infidel may eaſily believe theſe 
to be of divine original; inaſmuch as they 
are (at leaſt the latter is) found perfect in 
the earlieſt models. Nor hath the utmoſt 
reach of human wiſdom, invention, and 
"induſtry, been ever able (although often en- 
deavouring it) to improve or alter it, hut to 
diſadvantage, throughout the courſe of ſo 
many ages. 

Tnar David underſtood * _ was 
about, is evident from the nature of the 
thing; for if he had not been complete 


* x Chron. xxviii. 19. 
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"maſter of the whole deſign, he could not 


have directed the hewing of the. ſtones, nor 
adjuſted the exact weight of all the uten- 
fils, as he certainly n 
1 Chron. xxviii. 12, GS. 

I xx the firſt of theſe works he imoplaped 
all; the frangers, that is, proſelytes of the 
land; who, probably, were more {killed in * 
works of that nature: or, poſſibly, he choſe 
not to take his own -people from the culture 
of the ground, and the Teen purſuits of 


rural induſtry. 


Hz prepared iron and braſs in abundance, 
and without weight, for the joinings (fays 
the text); probably both of the ſtones and 
timber, which was all cedar ; and ſup- 
plied him, in vaſt plenty, by the Z7donians 
and Tyrians, He conſidered, that the work 
was to be great and magnificent, beyond any 
thing. yet known to the world ; and there- 
fore the preparations were to be proportion- 


able. This the ſacred hiſtorian fully in- 


forms us of, in 1 Chron. xxii. 5. And David 
ſaid, Solomon my ſon is young and tender; 
and the houſe that is to be builded to the 
Lord, muſt be exceeding magnifical, of fame, 
and of glory, throughout all countries: Twill 
"SA there- 


„ 


o 
— . w r Eee 
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houſe. And upon this ground, he exhorts 
him to go on with the work: Now, my ſon, 
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therefore now make preparations for it. 80 
David prepared abundantly before his death. 


taking care, at the ſame time, to inform 
his ſon Solomon fully, of his whole purpoſe ;. 
and exhorting him, who was appointed by 
Gop toexecute it, to purſue and accompliſh 


it with diligence and vigour ; adding, that 
he himſelf once had it fully in his intentions 
to build ahouſe unto the Name of the Lord his 
God; but was expreſly forbidden to purſue 


his purpoſe, becauſe he had been a man of 
war, and had ſhed much blood upon the earth; 


but that Gop had aſſured him, at the ſame 
time, that he would give him a ſon, who 


ſhould be a man of peace, and his name 
Solomon; and that he ſhould build him an 


the Lord be with thee, and proſper thee ; 
and build the houſe of the Lord thy God, as 


be hath ſaid of thee, He then adds a moſt 


earneſt exhortation to him, to ſerve and to 


fear Gop, as he hoped for his bleſſing upon 


his houſe and nation ;- and concludes with 
an earneſt ſupplication to Gop, to inſpire 
his heart with wiſdom, and a ſteady ſenſe of 


duty to him, and to his people. 


Turs 
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Tr1s done, David next proceeds to tell 


his ſon, what preparations he himſelf had 


made for the work: Now, behold, in my 
trouble, I have prepared for the houſe of the 
Lord, an hundred thouſand talents of gold, 


and a thouſand thouſand talents of fitver ;. 


and of braſs, and iron, without weight (for 
it is in abundance) ; timber alſo, and ſtone, 
have I prepared; and thou mayeſt add there- 


to. Moreover, there are workmen with thee 


in abundance ; hewers, and warkers of ſtone 
and timber, and all manner f cunning men, 
for every manner of work, Of the gold, the 
filver, and the braſs, and the iron, there ts 
no number. Ariſe therefore, and be doing ; 
and the Lord be with thee. 

Daya D's next care was, to engage all the 


great men of the realm to be aiding and 
aſſiſting to his ſon, in the carrying on of 
this great work. And to this purpoſe he 
laid his particular commands (as I apprehend) 
fingly, and * * upon each of them. 

And 


I not the Lord your God with you and hath he not 
given you reſt on every fide ? for he Jath given the inha- 


| bitants of the land into mine hand, and the land is ſubdued 


before the Lord, and before his "people, Noto jet your 
heart, and your foul 3 the Lord your Gad ariſe 


S 3 there- 
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ack men, and critics of all kinds, ſo 
greatly and diſtantly divided, as this of the 
tteaſures left by David, for building the 


temple ; 

therefore, and build ye the JanRuoy 2 the Lord God, is 
Fring the ark of Sg covenant 0 rd, and the holy 
veſſels of God, into the houſe t at 1 t be built to the Namie 


of the Lord. 
33 the ſubſtance of David's private e exhortations to each 
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And after this, convening them in one body, 
he publicly exhirred them all to the ſame 


purpoſe, in an oration, which (to me) is by 
far the nobleſt of the kind, extant in the 
world. But before I proceed to conſider 
that performance, I muſt beg the reader's 
attention to ſome points of great importance 


NA to it. 


CHAP. XIX. 
A Diſſertation upon the immenſe Trea- 


ſures left by Davi D, for building 
the Temple. 


. ERE is no one point relating to the 
ſacred writings, in which I find 


This, I apprehend, is recorded by the ſacred writer, 
of the princes, upon this head. 
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temple ; ſome thinking them incredibly. 
immenſe, and others doubling them; ſome: 
ſuſpecting ſome. numeral errors in the text; 
and others ſinking the talent almoſt to no- 
thing, in order to guard againſt the ſuppo- 
ſition of any ſuch errors; whilſt others 
ſeem to value themſelves upon having dife. 
covered new veins of wealth, from whence- 
much greater treaſures might have been 
derived. 

In the midſt of this uncertainty, chars 
are ſome points, I think, clear and ine 
teſtable. 

Tux firſt is, that there is not the leaſt 
ground to believe, that the Hebrews ever 
varied their 0 and meaſures, at leaſt 
before the captivity. And therefore David's 
talent was the ſame with that of Moſes. 

THE next plain point is, that the Hebrew 
talent was of a conſiderable weight. 

Wa ar Moſes's talent was, is known. to a 
demonſtration, from the account left us f 
the firſt capitation in the wilderneſs, Exod. 
xxxviii. 25, 26, in which fix hundred and 
three thouſand five hundred and fifty men, 
being taxed at half a ſhekel a head, raiſed a 
. ſum of an hundred talents of filyer, and a 
S 4 thou- 
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thouſand ſeven hundred and threeſcore and: 
fifteen ſhekels, From whence it follows, 
that one talent contained three thouſand 
ſhekels; and that it could not contain leſs, 
in the days of Amaziah, is pretty evident, 
from the account left us in 2 Chron. xxv. 6. 
of his having hired an hundred thouſand 
mighty men of valour out of 1/-ael, for an 
hundred talents of ſilver. If the talent had 
then contained leſs than three thouſand 
ſhekels, what had been the hire of each of 
theſe ſoldiers? And the hiſtory of Gehaz;, 
Hezekiah, and many other paſſages of the 
Old Teftament, plainly prove the talent to 
have been of a conſiderable weight, 


ANoTHER plain point is, that David 


muſt have left immenſe treaſures for building 
the temple, from the vaſt number of werk- 
men imployed and maintained for that 
ſervice, for eleven years : four years in pre- 
paring the materials, and ſeven in putting 
them together. 

Hiram's ſervants, hired at the rate of twen- 
ty thouſand meaſares of wheat, and twenty 
thouſand meaſures of barley, and twenty 
thouſand bathsof wine, and twenty thouſand 
| baths of oil, year by year ; thirty thouſand 

bewers 
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hewers of wood, in Lebanon (ten thouſand 
of them in conſtant imployment) ; ſeventy 
thouſand bearers of burdens, and fourſcore 
thouſand hewers of large and coſtly ſtanes 
in the mountains; ſtones of ten cubits, and 
ſtones of eight cubits, ſawed with faves, and 
joined with unparallelled exactneſs; and 
three thouſand fix hundred overſeers of the 
work; that is, overſeers of thoſe who pre 
pared materials for it; beſides five hundred 
and fifty, which bare rule over the people 
that wrought in the work (ſays the text, 
1 Kings ix. 23.) ; that is, which overſaw the 
execution of it; and twenty-four thouſand 
Levites, appointed to ſet it forward, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 4. Add to all theſe, the workers of 
precious ſtones, of gold, and ſilyer, and 
metals of all kinds. What vaſt ſums of 
money muſt have circulated through Feru- 
ſalem, from the wages of ſo many men every 
year? And how prodigious' muſt the quan- 
tity of gold and ſilver, left by David, be, 
when this treaſure (for this only can account 
for it) enabled Solomon to give gold and ſilver 
in Feruſalem, as ſtones; as the ſacred text 
informs us he did (2 * i. 15.) ? Add to 
a the immenſe quantity of ſolid gold, 
which 
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which covered the-intire inſide of the porch, 
the boch, and the y of holes, and the upper 
chambers T3 the ark, the mercy- ſeat, the 
cherubims, the altar of incenſe, and ten 
tables of ſhewbread; the ten candleſticks, 
and utonſils of all kinds, for the ſervice of 
the temple, ſuch as diſhes, cups, &c. which 
Foſephus computes to have been no leſs than 
four hundred 'and forty thouſand, of that 
metal; beſides many utenſils expreſly ſaid in 
the ſcriptures to be of gold, ſuch as ſuffers, 
lamps, . tongs, and ſpoons, which Foſeþhus 
+ takes no notice of; and beſides all thoſe of 
| filver, which were thirteen hundred and forty 
thouſand. 
ANOTHER plain point is, that the facred 
writers- were very careful 2 exact, in the 
accounts left us, of the quantities of money 
contributed towards this work; when they 
deſcend even to the number of drachms con- 
tributed above the number of talents. Nor 
is there the leaſt ground for ſuſpecting any 
error to have crept into the text, or altera- 


42 tell us, ( Antig. lib. viii. cap. 3.) that the 
. another building over it, equal to it in ita 
meaſures. And therefore 4 may fairly conclude, that 


the upper chambers here ſpoken of were the chambers of 
| (hat building. 
uon 


\ 
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tian to have ever been e ee 
words, denoting theſe quantities. iv 

ANOTHER plain point is, that the ac 
counts left us of the earlier ages of che world, 
ſufficiently evince them to have abounded- 
with gold. And hence, as ſome learned: 
men think, was derived the fable of the 

golden age, Hence the accounts left us of 
Midas, and Creſus *, whoſe treaſutes of 
gold (to ſay nothing of ſilvet) were inſinite: 
of Saluces and Eſuboſes , kings of Colchis, 
who had intire chambers of gold, 'beams; 
and poſts, and pillars of ſilver. Hence the 
antient Arabs, thoſe of Arabia Felix par- 
ticularly, whoſe gold was pureſt, and in 
the greateſt quantities, (as Diadorus Siculus 
informs us, 46.3.) bartered gold for iron; 
And the Macrobii, a people of Ethiopia, 
bound their ſlaves in chains of gold, Her- 
dotus, lib. 3. And, above all, hence thoſe 
treaſures of Sardanapalus t, which, from 
Ctefias's account of n are almoſt incre- 

* Of whom Pliny fays, That they poſſeſſed an in- 
s _ et of it; in infinitum poſſe ederunt, lib. uiii. 


* Pliny, ibid. 
1 Whois ſuppoſed by ſome learned men, to have 


| * king of Nineveh, at the time of Fonab 's preaching, 
dible. 
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' - dible. The mines of the earth were then 
virgin, (as Pliny obſerves) and many rivers 
gloried in golden ſands, whoſe wealth hath 
long fince been exhauſted ; and therefore 
we are not to judge of the wealth of thoſe 
ages by our own preſent poverty. 

ANOTHER point, which muſt be con- 
feſſed, is this: that after David had finiſhed 
his palace, and other buildings in Jeruſalem, 
which was early in his reign, he made no 
conſiderable expence, that we know of, to 
the end of it; for as to the maintenance of 
armies, which makes the great expence of 
other princes, I think it ſeems agreed among 
the learned, that his coſt him, in the ordinary 
courſe of things, nothing: each of the 
tribes ſupplying and ſupporting their own 
monthly courſes ; and in all caſes of extra- 
ordinary levies, each man's portion of the 
great ſpoils taken from the enemy, did more 
than compenſate for their pay. So that if 
David had any ſure ſources or funds of 
wealth, he had great opportunities of amaſ]- 
ing, and treaſuring it up, 

TRE next point, then, to be inquired into, 
is, What thoſe ſources were, from whence it 
was N for David to drain ſo much 

wealth ? 
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wealth? And theſe" are confeſſedly four : 
huſbandry, war, trade, and 1 Olea 
Ir is well known, that the wealth of the 
earlier ages originally conſiſted in the plenty 
and goodneſs of the creatures, and fruits of 
the earth; from the ſale of which atoſe, 
in after-ages, their artificial wealth.. Nor 
can it be denied, that David might have 
abounded in this natural wealth, from the 
advantage of a country remarkably fruitful, 
and bleſſed beyond all others, in a rich ſoil, 
and happy climate; and that he neglected no 
means to improve theſe advantages, may 
fairly, I think, be collected from the account 
left 2 (1 Chron. xxvii. 25, &c.), of the 
proper and diſtinct officers appointed by him, 
over his treaſures and ſtore-houſes, of all 
ſorts; in cities, fields, villages and caſtles ; 
over the tillage of the earth, over the culture 
of the vineyards, and over their increaſe for 
the wine-cellars ; over the olive-trees, and 
ſycamore- trees *, in the low plains; and 
over the cellars of oil ; over the herds that 
fed in Sharon, and over the herds in the 


* Or, as the Yulgate interprets the original word, 
ficeta, fig- yards. 
valleys; 
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valleys; rer che camel, W nnd 
over the flocks. 

Fon hence iths beni ard chen to 
infor; that David had a proper attention to 


all the parts and branches of huibandry. 


And-it is eaſy to imagine, what an immenſe 
flow of wealth might be derived from this 
ſingle ſource, in che oourſe of thirty or forty 
Fears; in a rich country, part bordering, 
and'part extended, upon a ſea coaſt; where 
the trade and wealth of the whole world 
eee 

Tux next Borbet of Davit: welth, was 
War; which ſome learned men have ima- 
Wel to be ſo rich a one, as were ſingly 


ſufficient to account for all thewealth David 


left behind him. 
As the eaſtern nations aboiiided in gold, 


it is ſufficiently evident, from the earlieſt 


accounts left us of thoſe nations, that they 
'abounded in ornaments at leaſt of that metal, 


when they went to battle. This is apparent 
from the eighth chapter of Judges; from 
whence we learn, that the Midianites not 
only wore ear-rings of gold themſelves, but 
likewiſeadorned,with chains of gold, the necks 


of their camels. We learn * from Numbers 


xxxi. 


"= 
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xxxi. that when 7/ael' firſt conquered the 
Midianites, the captains of thouſands, and 
captains of hundreds, brought an ablation 
to Gov, of the ſpoil taken from the enemy, 
and ſuch as every man amongſt them had 
gotten, (ver. 50. and 53.) jewels of gold, 
chains and bracelets, rings, ear-rings, and 
tablets '; making in the whole ſixteen thou- 
ſand ren hundred and fifty ſhekels. It i 
true, that as they took the ſpoil of the whole 
country, cities, caſtles, men and worm 
but a ſmall part of this treaſare ed 
to the ſcore of the men ſlain in battle; But 
it is as true, that if the Mruelite men of war, 
who then went to battle, offered only the 
five hundredth part of their ſhare of the gold 
taken from Midian, as they offered only 
the five hundredth part of the beeves, aſſes, 
and ſheep ; the treaſure of gold then taken 
in that country amounted, in the whole, to 
a very great ſum ; for but half of the whole 
fell to their ſhare, And if this one victory 
brought in ſo great a treaſure, we may eaſily 
imagine, what immenſe wealth — be 
raiſed from David's many victories over 
nations much richer. 


Bur 
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Bu r beſides the perſonal ornaments worn 
by thoſe who went to battle, it is beyond all 
doubt, that the caſtern nations always adorned 
their weapons, and utenſils of war, with the 
richeſt metals. And in thoſe nations where 
gold abounded, and iron was little known, 
there is no queſtion but the weapons them- 
ſelves were of gold: as Pliny gives us 
to underſtand, that thoſe of the antient 
Gauls were, And when we learn from the 
hiſtory of David, that the Syrians, whom 
he ſubdued, and flew in ſuch vaſt multitudes, 
wore ſhields ef gold, can we doubt, whe- 
ther their quivers, handles of their ſwords, 
Sc. were not of the ſame metal? He was 
victorious, in about twenty battles, over the 
richeſt enemies in the world, from the Red- 
. fea, to beyond Mount Libanus ; and from 
thi he Eupbrates, to the Mediterranean ſea, 
Io what an incredible ſum muſt the perſonal - 
ſpoils, the rich arms, the military cheſts, 
and the gods of gold and filver &, (always 


* P/al. cxv. 4. Their idols are filver and gold. And 
Pal. exxxv. 15. As for the images of the heathen, they 
are but filver and gold. And we learn from the eighth and 
ſeventeenth chapters of the book of Fudges, that when 
the Iſraelites fell into the heathen idolatry, they alſo 
made them images of gold and ſilver. 


carried 
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carried to battle with them) of ſuch infinite 
- multitudes, amount? And, in all probability; 
the ſpoils of their cities and countries, to a 
much greater. To ſay nothing of the ſpoils 
taken from the Philiftines, Amalekites, and 
others, even before he came to the crown. 

TAI E next ſource of OT — was 
trade. ee | 

hor GP we e, n no con- 
queſts: yet had he two ports u pon the Red- 
ſea; Eloth, and Ezion-geber, in the land of 


Edom. David conquered Edom, about the 


time that he ſubdued the Syrians, 2 Sam. 
viii: 14. Conſequently, thoſe ports, and 
perhaps others, were in his hands. And 
therefore we may eaſily credit Eupolemus , 
when he tells us, that David ſent hips 
with miners to Urphe, an iſland in the Red- 
ſea, which had mines of gold: ten, 

_ whick is ſufficiently confirmed, by the . ac= 
count left us, of David's giving three — 
ſand talents of gold, his own private pro- 
perty, pure gold of Opbir, (which doubtleſs 
is the Urphe of Eupolemus ) to the building of 
the le. Nor is it 9 way 99 


9 Euſcb. 8 lib, ix. a | 
Vox. III. T that 
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that he had no ſhare in the trade of the Me. 
diterrancan, when ſuch a length of its richeſt 
trading coaſt was in his own hands. What 
profits he derived from theſe branches of 
trade, is impoſſible to ſay; but I think it 


highly probable, from the nature of the 


thing, that they were very conſiderable, and, 
. poſſibly, immenſe. But Whether his trade 
were ſo, or no, it is 'undoubted, 0 his 
tribute was. 

SoroxoN had no vun, made no con- 
queſts, or acquiſitions of territory ; ; except 
that of the ſingle city of Gezer, conquered 
for him, and beſtowed upon him by Pharaoh. 
And therefore Davids. tributary. revenues 
will beſt be eſtimated by thoſe of . Salomon, 
And what thoſe were, may be eſtimated 
two ways: firſt, From the accounts left us 
es he made : And, ſecandly, 


of the expenc 
From the particular mention made 58. the 
revenues paid in to him annually. 5 
As to the firſt of theſe: If we 3 
the des of Davids and Solomon's tables 


+ Tt is indeed ſaid, 2 Chron, vili. 3. That he went 
is Hamath-zobah, and prevailed - gin t; but this 1 
take to be rather the * of ; a — city, * a 
"new conqueſt, 432 


« - 
„ - 
* 
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to have been exactly the ſame, (which moſt 
certainly they were not) and eſtimate only 
the ſurplus expences of Solomon, in his build- | 
ings, his cities, his houſes, and their furni- = 
ture, his women, his horſes, and chariots, 
(which would require volumes to explain} 


we ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied, to what an im- 


menſe ſum they muſt amount; and conſe- 


quently, what an incredible ſum David muſt 


IN the next place: his tributes may be 


_ eſtimated from the richneſs and extent of the 


dominions ſubject to him; Edom, all the 
Arabias, and Syrias, both on this, and che 
other ade of, Buphrates *, * ond the Beizen. 


coaſt. 
Taz mines ** Punon or e in "yg 


as thoſe of Paleſtine, hinted at. by Mojes, 
Deut. xxxiii. were famed even to the days 
of the chriſtian martyrs, condemned to them, 
The Arabians, Pliny calls the richeſt na- 
tions 7. And we have already ſeen, from 
Diodarus Siculus, that Arabia Felix yielded 
the pureſt gold, i in the en en 


j 


* 2 Sam. x. is 19. 
7 Gentes ditiſimæ, lib. vi. cap. 28. 


T' 2 | 1 


have ſaved and amaſſed, by his 4 in | 
the courſe of ſo. many years. | 
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And as to the Syrias, their riches will beſt 


be eſtimated by the golden ſhields of Ha- 
Jadezer's army. Here then are funds enough 
of wealth, ſufficient for any demand. And 
yet David certainly had others, as appears 
from the accounts of Solomon's annual in- 


5 come, found in 1 Kings x. 14, 15. viz. 


Six hundred threeſcore and ſix talents of gold, 
beſides that he had of the merchant-men, and 
of the traffick of the ſpice-merchants, andb 
all the kings of Arabia, _— F the e 
of the country. 

"Thar David, then, had mech enough 
for all the rvaſare he left behind him, is; 1 
think, out of all doubt. wn 


Ix it be objected, That this expence is 
diſproportioned t to the work; I anſwer, firſt, 


That no man I ever met with, except 


Vilalpandus, (and ſuch as think after him) 
hath ever computed the vaſtneſs of the work: 
nor will any man, I believe, ever conceive 


a right idea of it, who doth not carefully 


confider what he (and Lamy after him) hath 
faid upon that ſubject. In the mean time, let 
any man but think of the treaſures of fruit, 
wood, incenſe, corn, wine and oil, (to omit a 
thouſand other things) annually depoſited i in 

the 
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the temple; and the vaſt number; of priefts, 
Levites, guards, porters, attendants, Ind 
officers of all kinds, lodged in it — and I 
am ſure he will not think all Vilalpandus's 
cellarages more than ſufficient for the one ; 


nor all his apartments more than | neceſſary. 


for the other, 
IN the next place: We are not to imagine, | 
that all the ſtone and wood, hewn for that 
ſefvice, were expended upon it; for we are 
expreſly told, that Solomon made cedars 160 
be in Feruſalem as the ſycamores, that are 
in the vales, for abundance. And we may be 
well aſſured, that none but the very choice 
of both kinds, were uſed in the temple. 
And theſe, perhaps, were not more than one 
half of the whole, : 
Bur there are two points of the laſt im- 
portance, towards reconciling and determin- 
ing this controverſy, which none of the 
critics, that I have met with, have, ever 
conſidered. | 
Tux firſt is, that in all their compu- 


tations of expence, no allowance hath been 


made for the precigus ſtones, with which 
the inſide of the temple was adorned (ſuch 
as diamonds, rubies, &c.); and which, if 

1 3 they 
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they then bore any proportion to the price 
they bear now, will ſufficiently account for 
any expence that can well be imagined. And 
therefore, if we ſhould agree with the learned 
ae that David left treaſure enough 
to build the walls of the body of the temple 
of ſolid ſilver, and roof with gold, yet when 
we conſider what great portions of the one, 
and immenſe maſſes of the other, might go 
to the purchaſe of one ſingle precious ſtone, 
we cannot take upon us to pronounce any 
ſum more than ſufficient for fuch an ex- 
—— | 
Tur next point, of great Importance to 
reconcile this controverſy, is, That, in fact, 
all the treaſure left by David, was not ex- 
pended upon the building of the temple. 
This appears clearly, from the ſeyenth chap- 
ter of the firſt book of Kings, verſe 51. 
where it is expreſly faid, So was ended all the 
work that king Solomon made for the houſe 
of the Lord: and Solomon brought in the 
things which David his father had dedicated ; 
even the filver and the gold, and the veſſels, 
did he put among the 2 N of the houſe 
of the _ 8 


, I THINK 


\ | 
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_T THINK it plain, that when David is 
ſaid to have prepared for the houſe of the 
LorD an hundred thouſand talents of gold, 
and a thouſand thouſand talents of ſilver, &c. 
the whole of his treaſure, whether in coin, 
or otherwiſe, is there recounted; and that 
there remained a ſurpluſage of that proviſion; 
to be depoſited in the treaſures of the tem- 
ple, after the work was finiſhed, is evident 


from the paſſage laſt quoted. 15 
— — — — — — — — —ofs-” 
GA 


Adonijah /ets up as Heir apparent 10 
the Throne, and aſſerts his Claim to 
it, Upon hearing of which, D av 1D 
1 Solomon 70 be anointed King. 


AVID was now fir advanced in yearn) 

and the infirmities of age were fallen 

heavy upon him. The ſtrength of nature 
was ſo far abated in him, that cloaths could 
not keep him warm in his bed, His phyſi- 
cians therefore adviſed, That a fair and 
yore virgin ſhould be ſought for, who 
T 4 might 
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might lie in his boſom, and cheriſh his vital 
heat ; the natural warmth of a young, 
healthful, human body, ' being (as phyſicians 
obſerve) beſt fitted for that end, both in kind 
and degree. 

IF it be aſked, How the beauty of the 
perſon to be employed to this purpoſe, was 
concerned in David's health ? I anſwer, That 
the beauty here required is, evidently, beauty 
of complexion : which, as it indicates the 
health and temperament of the body, might 
be of importance in this caſe. Poſſibly too, 
as David was very beautiful himſelf, they 
ſought for ſome perſon of complexion and 
conſtitution likeſt to his own ; and of con- 
ſequence, beſt ſuited, and moſt congenial to 
it. And therefore the cavillers at this part 
of David's conduct are as far from being 
able naturaliſts in this reſpect, as they are 
caſuiſts in many others. And I will be 
bound to ſay, that if David had taken any 
other method of recovering, and keeping up, 
the vital flame; by wine, for inſtance, high 
diets, and cordials, or any other imaginable 
way ; they would have found all thoſe me- 
thods at leaſt as exceptionable, as this. 
Abiſhag the Shunamite was found, and 

| es thought 
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thought proper for this purpoſe; and was, 
accordingly, . admitted into the number of 
David's wives, but not known by him. 
 ConcUBINAGE was not then deemed 
criminal: and it will, I hope, be thought no 
very wild paradox, to venture to ſurmiſe, 
that a modeſt man can, with leſs reluctance, 
ſuffer his infirmities to be relieved by a wife, 
than by any other mortal. And therefore I 
greatly fear, that thoſe gentlemen who quar- 
rel with David upon this. ſcore, are little 
refined, either in that virtue, or the more 
elegant decencies of life. 

- ADoN1Jan, David's eldeſt ſon, 4 
Abſalsom, (but by another wife) beautiful too, 
and popular like him, took advantage of his 
father's infirm ſtate ; aſſumed the airs, and 
ſet up the equipage, of heir apparent to the 
throne: He prepared chariots and horſemen, 
and fifty men to run before him; and gave 
out openly, that he would be king: although 
he could not but know, that Sclomon was 
deſigned for that dignity, both by David, 
and Gop himſelf, 

Da vip had nobody, to blame but him- 
ſelf, for this miſcondu& in his ſon : it was 


his own exceſlive indulgence, which inſpired 
- this 


r . 2 —— <4 - — 2 
* * * 8 * * 7 . 
= 


her to loſe no time in acquainting the king 
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this extravagance: for the text tells us, that 
bis father had not diſpleaſed him at any time, 
in ſaying, Why haft thou done fo? Strange 
weakneſs in parents, and cruelty to their 
children, to ſuffer them to become incorri- 


ible in error, or inveterate in vice, rather 


than reſtrain and check them, whilſt cor- 
rection i is kindneſs! 

| ADONIJAH had gained two very con- 
ſiderable men to his party; Joab, the caps 
tain of the hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt: 
and when things were ſufficiently prepared, 
ſummoned his partizans to a great entertain- 


ment, (poſſibly under the pretence of a ſa- 


crifice) near the ſtone Zobeleth, by the 
famed fountain of En- regel, not far from 
Feruſalem : where, in the midſt of their 
feſtivity and mirth, they ſctupled not to 
treat him as their king. But Nathan 


the prophet was ſteady to the appointments 


of Providence, pronounced by his own mouth; 
and accordingly informed Bathſheba of the 
deſign carried on againſt her ſon ; adviſing 


of it, in order to prevent it ; and letting her 
know, that he himſelf would quickly ſe- 
cond and ſupport her upon that head. 

Bath. 
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Bathſheba obeyed the kind monition, waited - 
upon the king in the inſtant, and put him 
in mind of his promiſe to der, confirmed by 
a ſolemn oath, that Solomon, her ſon, ſhould 
reign after him: whereas in reality \Adont- 
jah then reigned, although his majeſty knew 
nothing of it; and was, at that moment, 
openly entertaining his adherents at a great 
feaſt, with Joab and Abiathar at their 
head adding, that the eyes of all /-ael 
were then upon his majeſty, to know whom 
he would appoint' to ſucceed him in his 
throne. Which if he ſhould fail to do, Ir 
ſhall come to paſs, (ſays ſhe) when my lord 
the king ſhall ſleep with his fathers, that I, 
and my ſon Solomon, ſhall be counted offenders. 
Whilſt ſhe ſpake, Nathan came in to the 
king; and doing obeifance, asked, If he had 
appointed Adonijab his ſucceſſor, without 
acquainting him with his purpoſe ? And 
then proceeded to inform him of the mea- 
ſares taken by en to 1 bimſelf bY 

the throne. | 

_ _ Warn Nathan came into the king's piide 
ſence, Bathſheba retired : as, Pliny tells us, 
Cæcilius Rufus's wife did, upon the admiſ- 
fion of any intimate friend to her husband; 
although 


; ; 
1 | 
{ 

| 
. 

| 
| 
| 

| 
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although well fitted to ſhare in all his 


ſecrets. 

As ſoon as Nathan had done ſ dealing, 
David, without making him any anſwer, 
immediately ordered Bathſbeba to be called 
in to him again. He was impatient to re- 


move her diſquiet, and give her intire ſatiſ- 


faction in her complaint; and therefore, as 
ſoon as ever ſhe appeared, inſtantly renewed 
his oath to her, that as he had ſolemnly 
ſworn, that Solomon ſhould fit upon his 
throne, he would perform his promiſe to her 
that very day. Upon the hearing of which, 
Bathſheba (ſaith the ſacred writer) bowed 
with her face to the earth, and did reverence © 
to the king, and ſaid, Let my lord king Da- 
ws live for ever. 

| NartHan had now retired from the 
king s preſence, upon Bathſheba's approach, 
as ſhe had done before, upon his; but was 
quickly called back again, with Zadok the 
prieſt, and Benaiah the ſon of Feboiada, 
captain of the Cherethites and Pelethites, 
whom David commanded to take Solomon 


his ſon, and ſet him upon his own mule, 
and attend him with his own life-guard,-and 


conduct him to Gion; where Zadal the 
prieſt, 
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prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, ſhould 


anoint him king over 1/rael, and then pro- 
claim him king by ſound of trumpet: after 


which they were to return to N 
and place him upon the throne. 
To this command Benaiab anf Gta 
Amen; and added a prayer, That Gop would 
ratify his choice, - ſupport. Solomon as he did 
David, and exalt his 3 above : the 
throne of David. | t 
 ACccoRDINGLY Aube. was 5 
ately mounted upon David's mule, and at- 
tended. by Zadok and Nathan, the Obere. 
thites and Pelethites, and other officers of 
the king, to Gihon ; and there anointed 
king, with the ſacred oil depoſited in the 
tabernacle. And they blew: the: trumpet; 
and all the people ſhouted: out, Gad ſaue 
king Solomon] And all the people (ſays the 
text) came up. after him, and the peopie piped 
with pipes, and rejoiced” with great joy, ſe 
that the earth rent witb the ſound of them. 
THe noiſe of this rejoicing reached Ado. 
Er and his gueſts, towards the cloſe of 
their entertainment: and Foab, upon hear- 
ing The ſound of the trumpet,” cried out, 
r is this noiſe of the city being in att 
uproar? 


r 
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pur And as he asked the queſtion, 
Jonathan the ſon of Abiarlur the prieſt 
came, in the inſtant, with the unwelcome 
news of David's having made Salamon king, 
with the circumſtances already related; and 
added, that he was then actually upon the 
throne, receiving the compliments and con- 
gratulations of Iracl: moreover, that D. 
vids ſervants had alſo congratulated him 
upon that occaſion; beſeeching Gop, that 
he would make the name of Salamon better 
than his name; and the throne of Salomon, 
greater than his throne, Upon the hearing 
of which, David bowed himſelf upon the 
bed, in prayer and thankſgiving to Gop, 
. had given him a ſon, to ſit upon his 
throne, under the ſingular ſatisfaction of 
being himſelf witneſs to the honour and 
TRAP beſtowed upon him. 

Upon hearing this ſurpriſing rolatita; 
widewiah and his gueſts, ſtruck with terror, 
(for nothing is more cowardly or confuſed, 
than an anticipated rebel) quickly diſperſed. 
Adonijah, conſcious of his crime, fled to the 


altar, and the reſt to their ſeveral houſes. 
NES was quickly brought to Solenon, 
That Adonjab had laid hold on the horns of 
| the 


4 
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the altar, and would not ſtir thence, till 
Solomon ſhould ſwear to ſpare his life: upon 
bearing of which, Solaman immediately de- 
clared, That if he behaved himſelf, for the 
future, as a worthy man, a hair of his head 
ſhould not be touched; but if een 
were found in him, he ſhould die. | 

-Upan this aſſurance, Adonijab i 
FE the king, and ſubmitted himſelf to 
him: and Solomon en him to A own 
houſe. in A | 


wa 


— 5 GY—_— _ — 
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7 Digreſſion, being 8 
en rhe Character * Bathſheba. 


PO N — the hiſtory of Dovid' 
| fall, I found almoſt every commen- 
tator I met with, ſevere upon che character 
of Bathſheba : ſome. treating her (at leaſt in 
their inſinuations) as a light and led wo- 
man; others, as ſwayed by ambition in her 
commerce with David; and all, as an wy 
pocrite, in mourning for her husband, 


ON 
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O the other hand, I found her, after 
this, the wife of a great and wiſe king; the 
mother of a great and wiſe king; ; and re- 
motely the mother even of the Mess1an: 
Upon further inquiry, I found her honoured 
by that great and wiſe king, her husband, 
with the ſureſt marks of true friendſhip and 
eſteem, in the decline of life, hen paſſion 
could make no part of their commerce, I 
found her honoured, in a very diſtinguiſhed 
manner, by that great and wiſe king her 
ſon *, when he was in full poſſeſſion of the 
ſupreme power; and conſequently when no 
ſuſpicion of intereſt could abate the merit 
of his duty T. I foond that father com- 

manding his ſon to liſten to the wiſe. and 
- ſalutary monitions of his mother: and I 
; found precepts, ſaid to be of that mother, 


1 * 7 ii. 19. "nd the kin roſe, up t to meet 11 
and bowed himſelf unto her, and fat down on his throne, 
and , a ſea to be ſet for the king's mother; and foe 
| fat en his right-hand. 

+ If it be urged, that Solomon's ſubſequent behavious 
to his mother, in relation to her petition. in favour of 
Adanijah, is not reſpectful; I anſwer, by owning, that 
he there breaks out into a paſſion, which neither be- 
came him as a king, or as a ſon: but it muſt at the 
fame time be admitted, that this paſſion was ſubſequent 
to a treatment of his mother full of diſti re- 


ſpect and eſteem. 
and 
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and recorded by that ſon, perfectly tallying 
with thoſe monitions. And from thence 1 
concluded, as all antient critics, and moſt 
moderns have done, that the mother of 
Lemuel was Bathſheba. Is it poſſible, I then 
meditated with myſelf, that ſuch a father, 
and ſuch a ſon, could be deceived in the 
character of that woman, for a courſe. of 


years? Or if they were, could the eye of 
Providence miſtake her ? 


I THEN revolved her hiſtory from the 


beginning, with the utmoſt care and exact- 
neſs I was capable of; and ſeriouſly acknow- 
ledge, (it may be, to the ſhame of my ſaga- 
city) that I never could find any thing in it, 
on which to ground the leaſt cenſure or 
fuſpicion of levity or lewdneſs, of e 
or ambition. 


Ir was not her fault, that the was fair; it 


was no crime, in a hot clime, and in the 
cloſe of the day, to bathe herſelf, for cool- 
neſs and cleanlineſs, if not for legal en 

Suppoſe ſhe did this in her garden, (which I 
verily believe ſhe did not) the hiſtory of Su- 
fan na, alady no way blemiſhed in her cha- 
rater of chaſtity, ſhews this practice not 


uncuſtomary in that country, nor any way 


Yor: III. U . accounted 
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accounted criminal. Doth it appear, that ſhe 
was ſeduged by inordinate appetite, or by 
any views of ambition, to violate her duty 
to Gop, and her husband? Not in the leaſt, 
Had theſe been her incitements, quite other 
meaſures had been taken; the intercourſe 
had then been tranſacted in ſecrecy, and by 
a ſingle meſſenger. The truth is, Davids 
paſſions were too unruly. to brook delay : 
the text tells us, he ſent meſſengers, and tool 
ber (there was no time allowed either for 
temptations or terms); and had criminal com- 
merce with her. More than this we know 
not; but that ſhe ſanctiſied herſelf from her 
pollution, and returned to her houſe— In 
the original it is, And ſbe ſunctiſying her- 
ſelf, &c. And it is remarkable, that this 
action is expreſſed in a form of conjugation, 
which implies diligence and ſolicitude. Now, 
ſuppoſe this word to ſignify no more than 
her care and anxiety to be purified from 
the legal pollution of her commerce with 
David, is there no preſumption of religious 
impreſſions, of a ſenſe and en of 


RW A word, that ſometimes, glen Gn , in tha "FU 
ptures, and Nc an e 0 reſiſtance in the 
thing taken 


- 
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guilt, in that ſolicitude? Conſidering it merely 
as a ceremonial, David was bound to it, as 
well as ſhe : Why then are the Scriptures 
ſilent upon this head, with regard to him? 
Certainly they would not, if he had ex- 
preſſed the ſame ſolicitude. The reader _ 
make his own inferences. 

Ir is evident enough, that David's * 
ſion was not indulged to ſatiety, nor fol- 
lowed with averſion; he forced her not 
from him, as Annon did Tamar. Had pleas 
ſure or ambition been her purpoſe, ſhe could 
not have watited pretences, ſufficiently plan- 
ſible, for continuing it longer ; perhaps for 
going no more to her own-houſe,' 

Warar followed next? Bathſheba found 
herſelf pregnant: Did ſhe take that occaſion' 
to tempt David anew, to continue or re- 
peat the criminal commerce? (Did ever a 
fairer occaſion offer?) Quite otherwiſe; ſne 
ſeems carefully to have kept out of his 
ſight; and only ſent to let him know her 
condition: Could modeſty do more? For my 
own part, I ſee not the leaſt traces of levity 
or lewdneſs in this conduct: I imagine I ſee 
in it the ſure marks of I and diſtreſſed 
innocence. 


"vo 2 AND 


292 An Hiſtorical Account of 
AND here let me be allowed to obſerve, 
that this conduct in David and Bathſheba 


is perhaps as ſtrong an inſtance of refined 


virtue as ever was known : A man ſeduced 
by too ſtrong a temptation to one act of 
guilt, and from that moment religiouſly abſ- 
taining from one repetition of it (the like- 
ing and the deſire ſtill continuing); nay, 
when he knew it could not be aggravated, 
with regard to Uriah; when he knew, that 
Bathſheba was with child! Would to Gop, 
that all or any of thoſe, who inſult David's 
fall, could glory in any thing like this abſti- 
nence and ſelf-denial! For my own part, 
I own, I have no idea of any thing more 
refined in religion, or more heroic in virtue. 
To be above the reach of temptation, is to 
be more than the ſons of Adam; but reli- 
giouſly and ſteadily to abſtain from every 
occaſion of it, is the ſureſt character of the 
ſons of Gop. ; | 

Ir muſt be owned, there is ſomething 
very ſurpriſing in Uriab's never once ſeeing 
his wife, when David ſent for him to court. 
But as the ſacred writers ſhew this only in 


the light of an heroic reſolution in him, 1 | 


ſhall not take upon me to contemplate upon 
G | it 
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it in any other but this, That the hand of 
Go p was evidently in it, in order to bring 
Davids ſecret guilt to public infamy, for 
reaſons beſt known to infinite wiſdom, All 
that I have more to add, is only to obſerve, 


that if Bathſbeba was innocent, (as I verily 


believe ſhe was) the providence of GoDp was 
fingularly gracious to her, in guarding her 
from the diſtreſs of ſuch an interview. 


IT is, I think, agreed on all hands, that 


Bathſheba had no ſhare in her husband's 


murder, nor was in any degree privy to it; 


ſhe probably thought he fell by the com- 
mon fate of war: and therefore, when the 
Scriptures inform me, that ſhe mourned for 
him, upon the news of his death, I cannot 
refine ſo far, as to pronounce ſhe did not do 


ſo, ſeriouſly and ſincerely. Uriah was a 


brave man, and if he behaved himſelf with 
the ſame honour and fidelity to his wife, 
as he did to his prince, his country, and 
his religion, (and ſurely the preſumption, 
that he did, is ſtrong in his favour) he'was 
well intitled to her higheſt eſteem. To in- 
jure, or do indignity to, ſuch a man, even 
by force, were matter of ſufficient concern 
to a generous and an upright ſpirit ; and to 


U 3 reflect 
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reflect upon having done it, unforgiven, the 
greateſt aggravation of diſtreſs. 

WHEN the time of her mourning was 
over, David took her to his houſe, and ſbe 
became his wife : had he deemed her a light, 
or a libertine woman, he would, in all pro- 
bability, not have placed her in the palace; 
or placed her there under a lower character. 
Nor can I imagine why he ſhould diſtin- 
guiſh her in this manner, unleſs from a 
principle of repairing, to the utmoſt of his 
power, the injury he had done her. And 
it is remarkable, that there is no mention 
made of any other wife taken by David 
_ after this (except Abiſtag, who was not 
taken to any of the purpoſes of marriage); 
nor does it at all appear from the Scriptures, 
that he had any other child, by any other 
woman, after this *. 

To all this may be added, That when 
| Gop ſent Nathan to rebuke David for his 
guilt, there was no ſhare of the guilt charged 
upon Bathſbeba. Now we learn from the 
hiſtory of Abab and Jezebel, that when two 
> » 
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follows, bar alſo, &c. Liens mention of any other 
| nou Why then might not theſe be the ſame?  _ 


perſons 
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perſons ſhared in the ſame guilt, and Gop 
ſent his prophets to rebuke it, it was not 
the way of thoſe prophets to reprove one 
criminal, and leave the other uncenſured; | 
Fezebel, who contrived the murder of Na- 
both, had indeed the moſt ſignal ſhate in 
the judgments of Gop denounced againſt 
it; but Abab, who concurred “ in it, had 
alſo his ſhare to the full. Now Nathan was 
ſo far from cenſuring Bathſheba, that he 
places her rather in a light of innocence: 
and indeed what can be an apter emblem of 
innocence, than a little lamb? And for my 
own part, I ſhall not pretend to ſee more 
clearly into this affair than Nathan did. 

Bur what completes the character of 
Bothſteba, is her own advice to her ſon, and 
his encomium upon her (Prov. xxxi.) : the 
firſt ſhews her a wiſe woman ; and the ſe- 
cond, an excellent wife, in every circum- 
ſtance of that character F. Solomon tells us, 


in 
1 Kings 0d. 
1 1 I know ſome modern critics 155 cantrary to the 
unanimous ſudgment and tradition of all antiquity, 
raiſed ſome feruples upon this head; as if Lemuel were 
| Ed Solomon, but ſome other king, they know not who. 
TI have examined them, with all the care and candour I 


le of, and conclude upon the whole, that their 
a ln were ſuch, as my 8 of beſt ering. 


4 ing 
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in the fourth chapter of his Proverbs, at the 
third verſe, that he was tender and only be- 
loved in the fight of his mother : and the 
beginning of the lecture to Lemuel, in this 


chapter, (Prov. xxxi. 2.) where his mother 
breaks out, at once, into ſuch exceſs of ten- 


derneſs, What, ny ſon?--- the ſo of my womb? 
the ſon of my vou? is, to me, a fine 


comment upon that paſſage. 
Davip had admoniſhed his ſon (Prov, 


Vi. 20, &c.) “ to keep the commandment of 
his father, and not forſake the law of a 


ing would be little obliged to me, either "a retailin 

or refuting--- I ſhall barely mention that of can 
weight: it is thus; That his mother, thrice in this — 1g 
ter, when ſhe calls him her fon, makes uſe of the word 
bar, to expreſs it by ; a word no-where uſed throughout 
the whole Old Teftament, except in the twelfth verſe. 
This then is the ſtrength of the obj ection— That Salo- 
mon cannot be Lemuel, becauſe Lemuets mother calls 
him ſon, by a word which no ſacred writer ever made 
uſe of before, except Solomon's father, upon a like oc- 
cafion. Beſides, the very name ſufficiently ſhews Lemuel 
to be Solomon; for Lone f ifies belonging ta Gd: 

P whom can this poſſibly 1 — ſo yr as to 
Solomon, to whom (3oD y declared he would be 
a father ? 2 Sam. vii. 14. 

As critics have conſidered the firſt nine Ehapters of of 
the Proverbs, only as a preface to what is properly called 

the book of Proverbs, the attentive reader will find all 
the precepts, from the beginning of the fourth chapter 
to the end of the ninth, to be only recitals of * 


; inſtructions to 43 ſon Solomon. 


43% > Rt 4 44 . 


mother, 2 


— 
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mother, &c. For (ver. 23.) the commandment 
{ſays he) is a lamp, and the law is light, and 
reprooft of inſtruttion are the ways of life, 
to keep! thee from the evil woman——-And 
can there be a greater uniformity than be- 
twixt that monition, and this; Give not ty 
Atrengtß unto women, nor thy ways to tut 
aohich deſtroyeth kings ? And may not the 
reproofs, that follow, juſtly" be n re- 
proofs of inſtructton? 5 

Wu theſe ee  infrudtion are 
recited, then follows a poem in praiſe of an 
accompliſhed woman: and ſurely nothing 
can be more natural than the judgments of 
the beſt critics upon it; that Lemuel here 
characterizes his mother, in a poem written 
in honour of her: and if this mother be 
Bathſheba, as I think there is little doubt 
but it is, then is her conduct to Uriab fully 
juſtified, in theſe words; 'The heart of ber 
husband doth ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he 
ſhall baue no need of ſpoil. This ſeems to 
me, peculiarly to characterize the prudent © 
and faithful wife of a generous ſoldier : the 
husband of ſuch a wife was under no ne- 
ceſſity of enriching himſelf by the yices of 
his profeſſion; her frugal and prudent 

T 2 manage= 


298 An Hiſtorical Acraumt of 


management of his affairs would undonbt. 
edly do it: and who knows but this re- 
flection might have been added to wipe off 
ſome aſperſions caſt upon Bathfhrba? eſpe- 
cially when we conſider the words that im- 
mediately follow, which acquit her of any 
ſhare in the guilt of his death: She wii db 
tim good, and not evil, all 8 — 8 
tife. 

Ir theſe 4 be tight, (and I am 
greatly deceived, if they be not) then I think, 
far from vilifying the character of Bathſheba, 
her ſon may be fairly juſtified, in conelude- 
ing of her, as he does, ver. 29, &c. Many 
daughters have: done oirtuoufly, but thiu 
excelleſt them all, Favour is deceitful, and 
beauty vain ; but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, ſhe. ſhall he praiſed : give ber of the 
fruit of ber hands, and let ben on _ 
en, 1 3 mu | 
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Davi calls an Aﬀembly of bis. Peo- 
ple, in which Solomon's Eleftion to 
- the Throne is confirmed. His Speech, 


and Thankſgiving to Go p, upon that | 


Occaſon. His laſt Wee zo 
Bis Son Solomon. 20 


Adonijab's late attempt upon the 
crown, or the joy conceived by him at 
feeing his ſon Solomon. ſeated upon the 
throne, and Go 0's. promiſes to him, and 
his own to Bathſbeba, ſo happily fulfilled, 
rouſed him from his .languor, and gave a 
new ſpring to his blood; or whether his 
diſorder was one of thoſe loads, under which 


languid nature ſometimes labours, until, 


aided by exterior vital warmth, it is enabled 
to throw it off, (inſtances of which are well 
known in the world, and famed in hiſtory) 
we cannot ſay: we are only informed thus 
far; That he recovered his ſtrength and ſpi- 
tits to ſuch a degree, before he died, as to 
| | be 


HETHER David's mene 
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be able to call an aſſembly of his people, 
and get his election of Solomon to the 
throne confirmed in it. 
Tu ls aſſembly was compoſed of all orders 
and degrees of men of eminence in the nation, 
both civil and military: David (ſaith the text) 
aſſembled all the princes of Tſrael, the princes of 
the tribes, and the captains of the companies 
that miniſtered "to the king by courſe, and the 
captains over the thouſands, and the captains 
over the hundreds, and the tewards over all the 
fubMtance and poſſeſſion of the ling, and of tis 
ſons, with theofficers, and with the mighty men, 
g and with all the valiant men, into Feruſalem. 
Wurd they were convened, David ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to them in a ſpeech, the 
moſt natural and unlaboured of any I = 
ever met with; but at the ſame time, 
every ſentence in it flows Clearly from th 
fulneſs of his heart, every thing he fays | 
affects and intereſts the hearer, and carries 
him direQly into all the ſpeaker's views. 
Io do juſtice to this oration, I ſhould 
tranſcribe it intire ; but I choſe' rather to 
ſelect ſome few paſſages from it, that ſo, ” 
raiſing the unſcriptural reader's curioſity, I 
may ſend him with more eagerneſs to the 
original. | IT 
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Ir is probable, that the king had a throne 
erected in the aſſembly, and that he and his 


ſon ſat together upon it: although the ſacred 
hiſtorian informs us no further, than that 


David the king flood up upon his feet, and 
ſaid — Hear me, my. a 10 "my 


People. 


tention, by theſe kind compellations ; he 
proceeds to tell them, That he had it in his 
heart to build an houſe of reſt, for the Ark 
of the covenant of the LorD, and for a 
foot-ſtool for his and their Gop ; and had 
made preparations accordingly ; but was ex- 
preſly prohibited by Gop to proceed in the 
work,' (becauſe he had been a man of -war, 

and had ſhed blood) who had choſen his ſon 
Solomon to carry it on, and complete it; 


with ſolemn aſſurances of eſtabliſhing his 
throne, if he continued in his duty and 


obedience. And, foraſmuch as the happi- 
neſs of his people was nearly intereſted in 
his eſtabliſhment, he proceeds to apply him- 
ſelf to them in the following manner : 


Now therefore, in the fight of all Iſrael, 
the congregation of the Lord, and in the 
audience of our God, keep, and ſeek for, all 
; tbe 


Warn he had thus FRE their 6 


. 
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the commandments of the Lord your God + 
that ye may poſſeſs this good land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your children after 
jon, far ever. 
Tux turning to his fon, with a noble 
apoſtrophe — And thou, Solomon my for; 
know thou the God of thy father, and ferve 
bin ith a perfeth heart, and with a-willing 
mind : for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and 
underſtandeth- all the imaginations of | the 
thoughts : i thou ſeek him, he will be found 
of thee';, but if thou for ſake him, he will caf 
thee o for ever. Take heed now ; for the 
Lord hath choſen: thee to build an houſe' for 
the ſanttuary: : be firong, and db it. 

Ho ſtrongly does he urge the obligations 
that lay upon him, to proſecute the worle 
with all poſſible attention and application, 
fror the: diſtinguiſhed honour done him by 
Almighty. Gon, by his ſpecial deſigoation 
of him to that noble office | | | 

Tatn David gave Solomon the plan of 
the whole work, with all its courts, trea- 
ſuries, and apartments, all which he had 
by the Spirit; with a complete ſcheme of 
the whole temple- ſervice; courſes of the 
prieſts, Levites, officers, , and attendants of 

et 11 


= * 
I ? 
F 


the Life of Ring Davin. 30g 
all kinds, with exact patterns of all inſtru- 
ments, veſlels, and utenſils, for every kind of 
ſervice ; together with ſufficient quantities 
of the ſeveral metals, of which they were to 
be formed ; gold by weight, for- things of 
gold; and ſilver, for things of filver. 


THr1s done, David again exhorts his ſor . - 


to reſolution. and vigour, in carrying on the 
work; and affures him of the aſſiſtance both 
of the people and princes towards it. 
Tu turning to his people, he tells 
them, That Solomon his ſon, whom alone 
Gop had choſen for this mighty under- 
taking, was young and tender, and the work 
great; for the palace was not for man, hut 
the Lox D GOD: That, as for himſelf, he 
had made the beſt preparations he could 


for it; gold and ſilver, braſs and iron, and 


wood, and precious ſtones of all kinds and 
colours: moreoyer, becauſe. he had ſet 
his affections upon the hopſe of his Gop, 
he had, over and above all, his, other prepa+ 
rations, provided of his own, proper goods, 
three thouſand talents of pure gold of Ophir, 
ang ſeven thouſand talents of refined filver, 
to overlay the walls of the houſes. And 


when he had ſaid'this, he put the queſtion 
directiy 
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that day unto the Lord? Upon which, the 
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directly to them, and aſked, bo amongft. - 
them was willing to conſecrate | his ſervice. 


chief men of the aſſembly contributed cheat · 
fully to the work; and made up, amongſt 
them, five thouſand talents of gold, and ten 


| thouſand drachms ; and of filyer, ten thou- 


ſand talents; and of braſs, eighteen thou- 
ſand: talents; and one hundred thouſand 
talents of iron: to which were added pre- 
cious ſtones of various kinds, by all ſuch as 
had them. Then (ſaith the ſacred hiſtorian) 
the people rejoiced ; for they offered willingly 
to the Lord: and David the king alſo rejoiced 
with great. joy. Wherefore David bleſſed 
the Lord before all the congregation : and. 


David ſaid, Bleſſed be thou, Lord God of 
: Iſrael our father, for ever and ever, | 


Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majeſty For all that is in the heaven, 
and in the earth, is thine, Thine is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalies as 
Haas above all. | 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and 
thou reigneſt over all — And inthine hand it 
is, to make great, ond to give ftrength unto 
all, Py New 
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| Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
ond praiſe thy glorious name. 
But who am I, and what 1s = 


that wwe ſhould be able to offer ſo. willingly 


after this ſort ? for all things come f thee, 


and of thine ewn have we given thee. \ For 
we are ftrangers before thee, and ſojourners, 
as were all sur fathers : our days on the © 
earth are as a ſhadow, 4 there is none 


abiding. . 
O Lord our God, all this Ars, that we 
have prepared to build thee an houſe for: 


thine holy name, cometh of thine own hand, 


| and 1s all thine own, 


T know alſo, my God, that thou trieft the 24% 
heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. © 


As for me, in the uprightneſs of mine 


heart, I have willingly offered all theſe tbings: 


and now have I ſeen with joy thy people, 
which are preſent here, to ofer WI ng 
unto thee. 

O Lord God of Abraham Jace. and Ihrael, 
our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagin- 
ation of the thoughts of the | heart of thy 
people, and prepare their hegrt unto thee. 

And give unto Solomon my ſon a perfect 
heart to keep thy commandments, thy teſti- 
Yor, III. monies, 


— — — ——— 2 1 wah ow tt... moe eyes oe Ds oy he wen 


that day, with great gladneſi. And they 


| calculated, conſpiring, and bent upon the 
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monies, and thy flatutes ; and to de all theſe 
things ; and to build the palace, for the which 
7 have made provijion. vat 

Aud David ſaid to all the congregat on, 
Now bleſs the Lord your God. 

And all the congregation ble fled the Lord 
God of their fathers, and bowed their heads, 
46d wor ſhipped the Lord and the king. 

Aud they ſacrificed ſacrificesunto the Lord, 
end offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord, on 
the marrow after that day; even a thouſand 
bullocks, @ thouſand rams, and a thouſand 
lambs, with their drink-offerings, and ſacri- 


| Fees i in abundance for all Iſrael : 


And did eat and drink before the Lord, on 


made Solomon, the fon of David, king, the 


fecond time; and anointed him unto the Lord, 


to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be 
prief. 

I canNNorT help adding, that when 1 
lift up my eyes to heaven, the true fountain 
of all excellent endowments and diſpo- 
fitions ; and contemplate the greatneſs of 


Davids ſoul, the nobleneſs of his ſenti- 


ments, and the humility of his heart, all 


one 
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one great purpoſe, of promoting the glory 
of Gop, and, in conſequence of that, per- 
petuating the felicity of his people; I can» 
not help looking down upon all the _ 
princes of the earth with-pity 7. 

Davip ſeems to have ſurvived bat a 
very little while, after this great and ſignal 
tranſaction of his reign ; but before he e- 
pired, he ſent for Solamon; told him his 
condition, That he was going the way of 
all the earth; and exhorted him to fortitude, 
and manly reſolution, in the conduct of his 
life; and well knowing, that true religion 
was the only ſolid ſupport of true fortitude, - 
ſolemnly charged him, with his dying breath, 
to pay a ſtrict obedience to the commands of 
Go, and continue ſtedfaſt in his duty to 
him; as he hoped for his protection and 
favour, and the continuance of his poſterity 
upon the throne ; as Gop had promiſed they 
ſhould, , they took heed to their way, ts 
wall before him in truth, with all their 
beart, and with all their ſoul, 

+ Particularly a late profligate prince of our own ; 
who, inſtead of contributing to make St. Paul's church 

what the architect had deſigned it, the glory of his 


nation and capital, pinched forty thouſand pounds 
from the fund afligned for it, to very ſhameful pur- 


poles, 
* X 2 HE 


308 An Hiſtorical Account of 

HE next reminded him of Joab's diſ- 
obedience to his own commands, in relation 
to'Ab/alom, together with his repeated mur. 
ders: and charged him not to let them go 
unpuniſhed ; a charge as viſe, as it was 
juſt 1 Nor did he forget, even in the article 
of death, the gratitude he owed to Bar- 
⁊illai the Gileadite; but intreated his ſon to 
renew it in his poſterity, with the diſtin- 
guiſhed honour of letting them be of thoſe 
who eat at his own table : and concluded 
with adviſing: him, in relation to Shimet ; 
whom although he himſelf had pardoned, 
his ſon ſhould not hold him guiltleſs ; but 
(as the text is generally underſtood) bring 
his boar head to the grave with blood. An 


advice, greatly, but, as I think, unjuſtly, by 


cenſured as revengeful and cruel; as — be 
ſhewn hereaſter, * 


Eon © 
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CHAP. vin. 


Some lion of the Temple-Service 
5 D A'V 1 D's Death. nos 


He N G; in the laſt hare) Ns 
© tioned the ſcheme of the temple-ſers 


vice, delivered by David to Solomon, toge- 
ther with the plans of the buildings, and 
pattern of the utenſils ; I hope I ſhall be 
indulged, in endeavouring to give the.coms 
mon reader ſome idea of that ſervice, as far 
as I can collect it from the ſacred writings3 
referring my readers, of more curioſity, to 
ſuch as have written ane, 522 hae 
ſubject. 3 251 Her 
Da vip had, in the N part ab 
wien, ſettled the ſervice of the tabernacſe 
both at Gibeon and Jeruſalem; but as thoſe 
ſcenes were ſmall, and the neceſſary attend- 
ants few, another regulation was now neceſ- 
fary for the. ſervice of the temple, which 
was incomparably more magnificent. Ac 
cordingly this regulation was made, and 
eſtabliſhed by Gop himſelf, as we learn 
from 2Chron, xxix. 25. bee we are in- 
X 3 formed, 


\. 
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formed, that when Hezekiah reſtored tho 
ſervice of the temple, he. /e# the Levites in 
the houſe f the Lord, with cymbals, with 
pſalteries, and with harps, according to'the 


commandment of David, and of Gad the 


king's ſeer, and Nathan the prophet : for ſo 
was the commandment of ad 9 18 * 


propbets. 


Bur we muſt take this matter a 
er to ſorm a clearer conception of it. 

LEꝝVI had three ſons, Gerſhon, Kohath, 
aa: Merari. From the ſecond of theſe 
were deſcended Moſes and Aaron, Aaron, 
and his deſcendants, were ſet apart and 
conſecrated for the prieſthood, by the ſpecial 


appointment of Almighty GOD. And the 


reſt of their brethren, the other deſcendants 


of Levi, were appointed to attend them, 


and miniſter unto them, in things ſacred. 
And among theſe, were the ſons of Moſes ; 
without any diſtinction or pre-eminence 
above their brethren, the other deſcendants 
of Levi: which, moſt certainly, was not the 
work. either of human ambition, pride, or 
policy. Nay more; we hour of no worn 


asd. i 


or 
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or office of dignity, borne by any one of 
them, for about five hundred years; until 
David made Shebuel the fon of Genſtum, 
theſon of Moſes, ruler of the treaſures; and 
ſet his brethren, by Eliezer, over the trea- 
ſures of the dedicated things (1 Chron, xxvi. 
24, 25,'26.). 
| Tus peculiar office of Aaron, and his 
deſcendants, is thus explained / 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 13.): And Aaron was ſeparated, that. 
he ſhould ſanctiſy the moſt holy things, be 
and his ſons for ever; to burn incenſe before, 
the Lord, to miniſter unto bim, and to bleſs, 
in his name for ever, And we learn from 
many parts of the Scripture, that a principal 
part of this miniſtration was the offering up 
of ſacrifices, and blowing with ' trumpets 
over them, on the days of their gladugſi, | 
and new moons (Numb. x. 10.). 
Tas ſeveral parts and branches of the 
Levitical office are ſummed up, 1 C, 
xXxili. at the 28th and following verſes. 
From whence we learn, that it was their 
buſineſs to wait upon the ſons of Aaron, for - 
the ſervice of the houſe of the Lox p, itt all 
its parts. To them belonged the care, and 
the cleanſing, of all its courts, chambers, and 


XK 4 veſſels 
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veſſels of all kinds; the keeping of all its 
treaſures, and the ſtandards of all meaſure 
and ſize, and all things neceſſary for the 
burat-offerings and meat-offerings; the pro- 
viſion of the ſhew-bread, fine flour, un- 
leavened bread, incenſe, Cc. It was their 
buſineſs to attend upon the morning and 
evening ſervice. of the temple, to celebrate 
the praiſes of Gov, and give him thanks: 
ſome with voices, and ſome with muſical 
inſtruments, of various kinds. In one word, 
they were the guards, treaſurers, ſtewards, 
choir, band of muſic, and chamberlains, 
of this great palace. And the Nethinims 
miniſtered under them, as menial ſervants 
in all the meaner offices. 

By the appointment of Mo oſes, the Le- 
vites were numbered from. thirty years“ old, 


There i is a difficulty in this point, which ſhould be 
| oiled By the'appointment in the fourth chapter of 
Numbers, verſe the third, the Levites were to enter into, 

the ſervice of the tabernacle from thirty years and up- 
ward; whereas, Numb. viii. 24. are ordered to 
wait upon the ſervice of the tabernacle, from twenty- / 
| five years old and upward. But this i is reconciled 
Maimonides, who ſays they were obliged to ſpend five 
years in learning the duties of their miniſtry, before 
they were admitted to minifter in the court of the 


Fo | od 
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and upwards, for the ſervice of the tabers 
nacle. And according to that regulation, 


their numbers and appointments ſtood 118 
in the days of David : Their whole num- 


ber was thirty- eight thouſand ; of Which 


twenty-four 'thouſand were to ſet forward 


the work of the houſe of the Lory ;. fix 


| thouſand - were 'officers and Judges ;' four 
thouſand were to be the guards * of the 
temple; and four thouſand were to praife 
the Lok p, with the muſical inſtruments, 
which David had invented for that purpoſe : 
but as the ſervice of the temple required a 
vaſt many more hands, than the ſervice of 
the tabernacle, by David's laſt regulation, 
(doubtleſs ; authorized by divine e 
the Levites were ſeparated for the ſervice 
God, from twenty years old, and upwards ; 
which added confiderably to the numbers 
now mentioned, in their ſeveral appdſſt- 
ments and provinces, 8 
Davy 1D, not long before his death, gather“ 
ed together all the princes of Iſrael, with the 
prieſts and the Levites ; and in their pre-" 
ſence, divided the prieſts into — 


* So the word ſhould be tranſlated, which in our 


Engliſh verſion is interpreted Porters. 
- courles, 


4 
_ 
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courſes, by lot, under the principal men of 
Aaron's deſcendants, to be governors of the 
ſanctuary, and governors of the houſe of 
Gop; and had them regiſtered according 
to the order in which their lot fell, by She- 
maiah the ſcribe, in the preſence of the 
king and princes, and Zadok the pen, and 
Abimelech the ſon of Abiathar * each 
courſe to pay a weekly attendance at the 
temple, in their turn. The other Levites 
he divided in the ſame manner, under the 
ſeyeral heads of their families, and according 
to; their ſeveral offices. And then ſetting ; 
courſe. againſt courſe, he made them caſt 
lots for the order in which they were to 
officiate, without any regard to ſeniority or 
dignity ; and alſo to determine what courſe 
of guards, ſingers, &c. ſhould attend with 
the correſpondent courſe of prieſts,. 

TH 1s inſtitution carried one great national 
advantage with it (and poſſibly many more, 
not now to be recounted or conceived) ; in- 
aſmuch as this weekly circulation of prieſts 
and Levites, as well as the monthly one of 
the military men, inlarged acquaintance, 


* x Chron, xxiv. 6. 


the Life of King DAVID. 315 
diffuſed friendſhip, and circulated the civi- 


lity and politeneſs of the court, and arts and 
elegance of the capital, together with religion, 
throughout the realm. 

Tux men {killed in ſong, were found-to by 
be two hundred eighty- eight: and therefore, 
by this regulation, twelve of theſe were to 
ſtand with cymbals, pſalteries, and harps, on 
common days, (and the whole number upon 
the great feſtivals): every morning, to thank . 
and praiſe the Lord, and likewiſe at even®* :; 
and were joined by at leaſt one hundred and 
ſixty- ſix of their brethren, who praiſed the 
Lo Ro upon inſtruments of various forts, on 
common days; and byat leaft four tou, | 
upon the great feſtivals, 

Ws learn from the firſt chapter of St. 
Luke, that when the prieſt went into the 
temple to offer the incenſe, the whole mul. 
titude of the people were at their prayers 
without. And we learn from this regulation 
of David's, that when the anthem began, it 
was performed by twelve voices, aceom- 
panied by at leaſt one hundred and ways 
inſtruments, | 


* 1 Chron. d. 30, 
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Ir is agreed, on all hands, that the num- 
ber of fingers in the temple muſt not be 
leſs than twelve; but might be increaſed as 


much as was thought proper; and muſt, in 


the ordinary courſe of things, have been 


increaſed; becauſe the children of theſe 


ſingers, being bred to the profeſſion of their 


parents, were admitted into the temple with 


them, to make the chorus more complete. 
Tus number of the particular kinds of 
muſical inſtruments employed in the temple 
ſervice, is no- where determined; but the eus 


ate of opinion , that the trumpets could 
not be lefs than two, nor more than one 


hundred and twenty : not leſs, becauſe of 


Gos command, Numb. x. 2. to make two 


trumpets; nor more than one hundred and 
twenty, becauſe no more were made uſe 


af at che dedication of the temple, 2 Chron. 


V. 12. 


Tarts is a ſhort, imperfect ſketch of the 
divine worſhip inſtituted by David; as it 
was celebrated in its ordinary magnificence 7 
Amagnificence, which, even in this imperfect 

account of it, the greateſt princes of our 


See Lightfoot de Miniſteris Templi. 1 
world 


— 
9 
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world are not now able to equal, upon the 
greateſt occaſions! And as to that of the 
great feſtivals, not all: the princes of Europe, 
combined, were able to come up to it. 
Davip well knew of what vaſt conſe» 
quence the eſtabliſhment of the public wor- 
ſhip of God, in true piety and purity, was, 

to the virtue and felicity of a people 3 inaſ- 
much as all religion depends upon it, and 
would, without it, abſolutely fail, and ceaſe 
from amongſt men, in the compala of a few 
years: and therefore wiſely judged it ad- 
viſeable to allure men to it, by all the ad- 
vantages of a graceful, ſolemn; and delight- 
ful magnificence. And to this end, there is 
good ground to believe from the text, that 
the inlargement of the number of men, 
aſſigned to the ſeveral offices of religion, was 
the laſt public act of David's life, 1 Chron, 
xxiii. 27 *. Bleſſed concluſion of a life 
gloriouſly employed, and ended] employed. 
in chaſtizing iniquity, in extirpating inves 
terate and incorrigible corruption, in inlarge- 
ing his dominions to the bounds aſſigned them 
by Almighty Gop, in eſtabliſhing his people, 


For by the left words of David, the Leviten ware 
unn from —_ years old and aw | 


"6" 
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in peace and happineſs, and doing juſtice 
and judgment; but chiefly employed in pro- 
pagating the glory of Gop, with ardent 
and inceſſant zeal ! And ended in inlarging 
the dignity and magnificence of his worſhip 
with his laſt breath ! 

Thus, in the ſtyle of the facred writer, 

1 Chron, xxix. 26, 27, 28, David, the ſon of 
Feſſe, reigned over all Iſrael. And the time 
that he reigned over Iſrael, was forty years; 
ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 
and three years reigned he in Feruſalem. 

And be died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches, and honour : and Solomon his ſon 
reigned in bis ſtead. — 

H x died with the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
his own ſon his ſucceſſor, the wiſeſt, and 
the hopefulleſt prince of the whole earth; 
and with the aſſurance of Gop's peculiar 
fayour to his poſterity ; from whence he had 
already (in the cleareſt light of prophetic 
_ viſion) ſeen & the M SsSI1A RH, the Lox pof 
Life, to ariſe ; of whoſe dominion, and the 
increaſe of his government and glory, he 
well knew (by the Spirit of Go p upon him) 


„This appears manifeſtly, from many parts of the 
Pſalms, particularly the ſeventy-ſecond. * 
s, tber. 


4 
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there ſhall be no end. To Him, with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, 

and power, and praiſe, for evermore, 


— —_— * — — * „— 


0 . — — — „ Mid 
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Davip's Character diſcuſſed, with | 
regard to his Polygamy, and the 

Murder of Uriah. 


T is, I hope, by this time, ſufficiently 
1 evident to the candid and conſidering 
reader, that David was a very extraordinary, 
and even a wonderful man. 

Bor ſtill it may be objected, That how- 
ever David's character may be otherwiſe 
advantageouſly diſtinguiſhed, he is not how- 
ever acquitted of polygamy, murder, and 
adultery. 
I ownit; but what will his ingenious 
calumniators gain by the conceſſion? I know 
no.man exempt from error, ſuperior to ſur- 
prize, or out of the reach of temptation to 
ſin. David is himſelf a ſignal inſtance to 
the contrary, But ſtill I cannot think him 

capable 
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capable of a deliberate, determined, repeated 
violation of the will of Go d, for a ſeries of 
rs. There is nothing fo ſaturnine, fo 
black, ſo helliſh, in his complexion. For 
this reaſon, I can by no means bring myſelf 


to believe, that he would have continued in 


the fin of polygamy, (as he did) knowing it 
to be à trangreſſion of the law of Go p. 
Polygamy, I humbly apprehend, was more 
the vice of the age, than of David; and 
therefore all the inference that I ſhall make 
from his conduct in that point, is this; That, 


ſelffevident as the law of nature may do 


ſeem, it was then too dark, even for the 
guidance of a Ferner, left in chat nn 
uninſpired. 
AN p yet, if we were to define 00 eſti- 
mate this practice by the rules of reaſon, 
the natural evils, and ill conſequences, which 
do and ever muſt await it, in the ordinary 
train of things, ſufficiently demonſtrate it to 
be deſtructive of the human felicity ; and 
confequently, vicious and unlawful : nay, 
one would think, that David himſelf could 
not fail of being fully convinced of this 
truth from his own experience, For what 
was the effect of his polygamy in his 'own 
dag 
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houſe, and to himſelf ? Inceſt, murder *, 
rebellion ! The inceſt of two ſons, the re- 
bellion and death of two ſons, and the mur- 
der of one by the hand of his brother! And 
yet, ſo utterly uninforming is this evidence 
from the nature of things, unenlightened 
and unaided: by reyelation ; that rebellion, 
murder, and inceſt united; nay, repeated 
rebellion, repeated inceſt, created no con- 
viction in the heart of a David, or a Solomon: 
As to Davids guilt in relation to Uriah, 
I know no one that ever yet ſet him up for 
more than mortal : and is there ſuch a thing, 
was there ever ſuch a thing, in this world, as 
an unſinning mortal? our bleſſed Saviour 
CHRIST JESsUs only excepted. And is 
Davids character to be meanly eſteemed of, 
upon this account? Shew us thoſe unſinning 
heroes, that are to be preferred to him. 
They are not, I am ſure, Cz/ar, nor Alex- 
ander, nor Pompey, nor Antony, nor Sylla, 
nor Lyſander, nor even Scipio, however 


illuſtrious and celebrated for one inſtance 
of chaſtity +. 


 ® Tamar, Annen, Abſalom; Adonijah. 


+ A virtue for which he was, otherwiſe, no way 
diſtinguiſhed, 
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THESE are indeed ſounding and glorious 
names, which take early poſſeſſion of our 
higheſt admiration and eſteem : ' theſe heroes 
of the Heathen world were actors in greater 
and more ſhining ſcenes. Pomp and pre- 
judice delude our judgments in their favour, 
and we are apt to think a little king of 
Fudea contemptible, upon the compariſon; 
but we forget, that David did, by his piety 


his proweſs, and his wiſdom, (aided by the 


Spirit of Gop) erect himſelf, from a private 
man, into the greateſt monarch of the Eat, 
or of his age, I had almoſt faid, of any age: 

A monarchy, {mall indeed 2 extent, but 
great in all that conſtitutes the true gmndent 
and ſtrength of ſtates; men, virtue, valour, 


and wealth! 


HERO PDOr us obſerves of Xerxes, that 
there were in his army, moAAo} wir der- 
Tot, oAiya q des, much people, but few 
men; a great croud, but few ſoldiers; 


whereas all David's army conſiſted of choſen 
warriors: inſomuch that the comparatively 


little dominion of Judea, and its appendages, 


could, upon any exigency, ſend more effective 


forces into the- field, in two days, under 


David, than the whole empire of the Haff 


2 3 could 
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could in ſo many years, under Darius or 
Xerxes. * meg 

Ta1s important leſſon hath David left 
to princes, in his own example ; as his ſon 
hath done in his precepts, (Prov. xiv. 28.) 
In the multitude of people is the king's bo- 
nour, The true grandeur of princes conſiſts 
not in extending their dominions, - but in 
multiplying and bleſſing their people; and 
above all, in living and acting in ſuch a 
manner, as to diffuſe and fix this one pre- 
cept in their hearts; Fear God, and honour 
the king. 5 
Ix one word, we forget that David is, 
in his perſonal character, vaſtly ſuperior to 
any one hero of all antiquity. It is indeed 


* When David ordered the people to be numbered, 
Joab made a return of thirteen hundred thouſand valiant 
men that drew the ſword in Iſrael and Fudah : that is, 
there were ſo many men of proved experienced courage; 
but the whole number of trained diſciplined men in 
that little ſtate (no mention made of gariſons, and 
two whole tribes excluded) were more than a million 
and a half, | 


This account of the matter reconciles, and is the 
natural interpretation of, thoſe two paſſages, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
and 1 Chron. xxi. In the firſt of which it is ſaid, That 
there were, in Iſrael, eight hundred thouſand valiant 


R: that drew the ſword: and in the ſecond it is ſaid, 


at all they of Iſruel were a thouſand thouſand men, 
that drew ſword. - 
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a mix'd character ; .and where is. the cha- 
racter, at leaſt, where is the great character, 
that is not? You may as well expect to find 
a ſun without ſpots, as a great genius. The 
utmoſt that can be expected is, that the glory 
ſhould be greatly predominant; and in Duvid 
it unqueſtionably is ſo; is ſo to ſuch a degree, 
that Cz/ar, or Alexander, in point of per- 
ſonal accompliſhments, and true ſablimity of 
ſoul, are not once to be named with him, 
And however this may at firſt ſight appear a 
paradox, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee even an 
enemy hardy or ignorant enough to give 
them the pre-eminence, upon due delibe- 
ration, 

Ir is true, this great man had great 
blemiſhes : let the greateſt of them be 
calmly and candidly conſidered, 

Davis commerce with the wife of 
Uriah was, at worſt, a ſudden and tumultuous 
act of guilt: his guilt was not, even in the im- 
peachment of the prophet, an immate, whom 
he was wont to entertain; but a ſtranger, a 
traveller, that ſurpriſed him He wasaſhamed 
of it He would have concealed it- He en- 
degvoured — He could not hide it — He 


could not bear to have it expoſed It mult be 
| hid 
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hid Nothing but murder could hide it — | 


_ Uriah muſt die, or Bathſheba muſt 
Uriah by the hands of Ammon, or Bathſheba 
by the hands of juſtice Diſtreſsful and 
diſtracting alternative Honour would 
attend the fate of Ur:ah ; infamy muſt at- 
tend that of Bath/heba. Uriah was a brave 
man, and a faithful ſoldier : Could David 
ever bear to behold the brave man he had 
abuſed, made privy to that abuſe? Could 
that brave man bear to ſurvive that abuſe? 
Would not murder, in this-caſe, be a kind 
mercy ? Whereas, on the other hand; to 
deſert Bathſheba, were the height of cruelty 
Io abandon the woman he had undone-... 
to abagdon to infamy, whom he had ſeduced 
(I had almoſt ſaid, forced) to guilt—— Could 
the loweſt degree of honour allow this ? 
Could any degree of humanity endure it? 
Such are the accurſed entanglements of ſin, 

ſuch the workings and gradations of it in the 
_ diſtracted, bewildered breaſt that admits it: 

millions have been loſt in theſe labyrinths of 
guilt ; but none ſure, in any more intricate 
and perplexing than this! Are all ſuch to be 
given up as abandoned ? Is there no room 
for repentance, for amendment, for reconci- 


Wh liation, 
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liation, in ſuch a caſe? Gop forbid 1 Is it 


fair then, to conſider David only in the 
light of guilt ? Or ſhould he, in common 


juſtice, be eſtimated, as all other men are, 


by the main of his life? | 

ONE thing I will venture to advance; 
That the man who reads David's works, con- 
fiders his exploits, and weighs his character, 
(with all its defects) and doth not, at the 
ſame time, find himſelf little and contempti- 
ble upon the compariſon, needs no heavier 
imputation of vanity, ignorance, and atro- 
gance. N | 

Ir is but too eaſy to fall into temptation ; 
and what is yet worſe, from a leſs guilt to 
a greater: All vice ſtands upon a pregipice, 
ſay the poets ; the deſcent is but too eaſy *; 
the difficulty is to reaſcend : millions have 
fallen, have ſinned, as David did; but who 
ever repented and recovered like him ? Re- 
volve his whole life before this evil accident; 
it is almoſt one train of a wiſe, a generous, 
a pious, and a valiant conduct! Revolve his 


This is finely illuſtrated in that emblematical de- 
ſcription, viz. 
— Pacilis deſcenſus Averni : 
Sed revocare gradum, ſuperaſque evadere ad aurar, 
Hic labor, hoc opus oft —— 


whole 
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whole life, from the hour of this guilt, and 
you will find it little elſe than one train of 
humiliation, and repentance before Gop 3 
and this too, even after aſſurance of pardon 
from the mouth of Gop himſelf, by his 
prophet : which is in the place of ten thou- 
ſand proofs of a refined piety, and exalted 
virtue. Or, if he varied his conduct, it was 
only from penance to praiſe ; to turn all his 
thoughts and attention, to employ his whole 
heart and ſoul, to the glory, and in .the | 
ſervice, of Go; of that Go p, 10ho pardoned 
all his fins, and crowned him with mercy and 
loving kindneſs, And if, after all this, the 
ſcriptures are to be reviled, for ſtyling this 
man, in this character, A man after God's 
own heart, What is to be reverenced ? _ 

ANp after all, What if this great man's 
fall ſhould be found, upon a fair inquiry, 
matter of infinite conſolation to thoſe yery 
men that inſult it moſt? It is to be preſumed, 
that their reproaches upon David ariſe from 
their ſolicitude for the intereſts of virtue ; 
and what if this inſtance of Davids fall 
ſhould he found the trueſt ſupport of that 
intereſt ? Rewards and puniſhments are al- 
lowed to be the great engines, by which it 


Y 4 hath 
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| hath pleaſed G o p to govern the moral world. 
And therefore there is nothing in which the 
- Intereſt and felicity of that world is ſo nearly 
concerned, as in the rewards of virtue, and 
chaſtiſements of vice. And if ſo, I chal- 
lenge all mankind to produce any one in- 
| ſtance, from the foundation of the world, 
wherein virtue was ſo ſignally rewarded, and 
guilt ſo ſignally chaſtiſed “, as in that of 
David; conſequently, in which true reli- 
gion, and true virtue, are ſo nearly and inti- 
mately intereſted, as in the hiſtory of his 
riſe, and fall, and recovery; his advance- 
ment to the divine favour, and every earthly 
- honour, by virtue; his fall. from both, by 
ſin ; and his recovery, by repentance, It 
will not, I believe, be denied, that if the 
higheſt offence againſt Gop made a reſto- 
ration to his favour deſperate, the cauſe of 
virtue were undone, and no man would 
attach himſelf to it, upon ſuch terms ; upon 
aſſurance of being finally reprobated and re- 
jected by Go p, upon the firſt fall. Could 
it be once imagined, that mercy made no 
part of the character of the Almighty, he 
might indeed, from that moment, be dreaded 


* Sce chap, ili. of this book. 
| and 
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and deteſted, as a tyrant ; but he could no 
more be loved and revered, as a father. And 

therefore David, with as much penetration 
as piety, begs to be pardoned, and reſtored 
to the fayour of Gop, from this motive, 
that if he were ſo treated, he ſhould Zeach 
tranſgreſſors the ways of God, and ſinners 
ſhould be converted unto him —— Pſalm li. 
ver, 13, Again, Pſal. cxxx. If thou, Lord, 
wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, 
O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? But forgiveneſs is 
with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. 5 

Haypy for mankind, that there is ſuch 
an inſtance (an authentic inſtance) of falling 
virtue, and recovering guilt ! An inſtance 
ſo fitted to mortify the vanity of virtue, and 
the merit of exalted piety ; and to raiſe the 
power and price of humble penitence; to 
abate the pride of ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſup- 
port the hope of frailty ! Who can confide 
in his own ſtrength, when he ſees a David 
fallen? And who can deſpair of divine mercy, 
when he ſees him forgiven ? Sad triumph of 
fin, over all that is great and excellent in 


man Glorious triumph of repentance, over 
all that is ſhameful and dreadful in fin! 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXV. 


David's Character confidered in 
Friendſhip, and in Enmity. 


S David's is a very diſtinguiſhed cha- 

racter, and no one, that I know, hath 
ever taken the pains to place it in a true 
licht; the reader will, I hope, not think 
me tedious, if I attempt to inlarge a little 
upon ſome parts of it; which have, in my 
humble opinion, been much leſs conſidered 
than they deſerve. 

To begin then: David's is, 2 the 
nobleſt 3 of friendſhip yet known to 
the world (one only excepted): A friend- 
ſhip which could inſpire him with the gene- 
rous confidence of truſting the ſecret of his 
divine defignation to the kingdom, to that 
very man, who was immediately to be af- 
feed by it ! Such a friendſhip implies every 
thing, that generoſity and magnanimity can 
inſpire, And that Jonathan was fully in 
this ſecret, appears clearly from 1 Sam. xx. 
A friendſhip ſuperior to the rivalſhip of 
empire, needs no higher praiſe, and fears no 


rival, 
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rival. It is true, Fonathan's unparallelled 
generoſity gave him a noble claim to this 
confidence; and, on the other hand, the 
unparallelled generoſity of this confidence 
exacted a ſuitable return, and found it; and 
was, in truth, almoſt ſufficient to inſpixe it 
into a ſoul a noble and inlarged, than that 
of Jonathan. But at the ſame time, it 
muſt be obſerved, that nothing leſs than a 
full conviction of Davids divine deſignation 
to the throne, could make his rival in em- 
pire become the guardian of his life: what 
was, at once, the perfection of piety and 
friendſhip, upon that ſuppoſition, had been 
the height of folly and infatuation upon any 
other (and Fonathan's is too great a character 
to be debaſed by ſuch vile ſurmiſes). I wilt 
not take upon me to pronounce which ought 
to be preferred upon the compariſon : Da- 
vid's was, perhaps, the nobler friendfhip ; 
and Jonathan's the more amiable :* not that 
David's was defective, even in what may be 
called the ſoftneſs and infirmity of friend- 
ſhip; inaſmuch as we are aſſured, that, in 
the diſtreſs of parting, he exceeded (i Sam. 


xx. 4.1.). But however that may be conteſted, 
this, I believe, will eaſily be allowed, that 


4 no 
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no other inſtance of friendſhip (except that 
of JesUus Chr1sT to his diſciples) ever 
yet exceeded (I firmly believe, none ever 
equalled) either. 

Wr is ſingular in David's character 
is, that he knew ſo well how to reconcile 
friendſhip and royalty. Other princes have 
had confidants; but David had a friend: 
other princes have had partners in their plea- 
ſures, and ſharers in the ſecrets of their 
guilt; but David's was a friendſhip of a very 
different complexion ; a commerce, and a 
communication, of a very different kind. 
The principles upon which his friendſhip 
was founded, and the refined and delicate 
ſenſe he had of that noble intercourſe, are 
beſt ſeen in that tender complaint, at the 
fifty-fifth P/alm---But it was thou, my com- 
panion, my guide, and mine own familiar 
friend. We took ſweet counſel together, and 
walked in the houſe of God as friends, The 
beauty and energy of the original is inex- 
preſſible: Ve, who ſweetened counſel, and 
walked in the houſe of God together, 
Tux man that hath a heart truly turned 
to friendſhip, will feel ſomething in thoſe 
words, which no other, upon the ſubject, 


ever 
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ever yet came up to; the throbbings of his 
own breaſt will be their beſt comment. 

AND that David was not wanting to his 
ſon, upon this ſubject, may very reaſonably 
be concluded, from the many excellent pre- 
cepts, and fine reflexions upon friendſhip, 
ſcattered through his Proverbs * 

I that infinite number of idle objeQions, 

ignorantly urged againſt the Scriptures, this 
alſo hath been one; That they no- where 
recommend friendſhip, or the love of our 
country. To this I ſhall only anſwer, at 
preſent, That if the faireſt and lovelieſt ex- 
amples of any excellence, are the beſt re- 
commendations of it, this, I hope, will no 
longer be made an objection. 

Bur David's generoſity. was not confined 
to friendſhip; it was no leſs eminent in en- 
mity. There is not perhaps one inſtance of 
ſo unjuſt, ſo ungrateful, and ſo inyeterate a 
perſecution as he ſuffered from Saul: this 
I am ſure of, there is no example (but one) 
of ſuch a ſuperiority Fer revenge, and ſo 
noble a remiſſion of injuries, throughout the 
whole compaſs of hiſtory! To have his mor- 


* Beſides the aſſurance we have, that he alſo had a 
friend, 1 Kings iv. 5. 1. 8673 
| tal 
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tal enemy, twice, abſolutely in his power, 
and not ſo much as ſuffer him to be ſlain! 
Nay, not only his mortal enemy, but his 
only obſtacle to empire, and yet not ſuffer 
that obſtacle to be removed“ 

THERE is an united grandeur and good- 
neſs in this conduct, which innobleth the 
character of David, far beyond the ordi- 
nary idea of human excellence. And if, in 
this conduct, at leaſt, David was not the 
man after God's own heart, who ever was ? 
A common man would, nay, a great man 
might, have thought, that the providence 
of Gop had put his enemy in his power; 
and therefore the occaſion was not to be 
loſt, Theſe, it is evident, were the ſenti- 
ments of his followers ; ; hen Saul was 
found ſingle, defenceleſs, and, in all proba- 
bility, aſleep in the cave: (1 Sam. XXIV, 4.) 
And the men of Dawid ſaid unto him, Be- 
hold the day, of which the Lord ſaid unto 
thee, Behold, I vill deli ver thine enemy into 
thy hand; that thou mayſt do to him as it 
ſhall ſeem good unto thee, Yet the higheſt 
injury all this could tempt him to, was, 


N. B. Jona han; the heir apparent to the throne, 
deſired = w be ſecond to David, 1 oma xxili. * 
c 
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the cutting off SauPs ſkirt of his robe: and 
we find, that bis heart © ſmote him, even for 

Nor content with this, he ſoon after ran 
the greateſt hazard of his life, to ſhe an- 
other inſtance of generoſity, yet greater, if 
poſſible ! He ſtole into Sauls camp, in the 
dead of the night, with only one compa- 
nion (1 Sam. xxvi. ); found Saul again aſleep, 
and unarmed; his companion begg'd only 
for leave to ſmite him, and was refuſed; 
refuſed upon ſuch principles as no Heathen 
hero had an idea of: As the Lord Ii veth, | 
the Lord ſhall fmite him; or his day frail 
come to die ; or he ſhall deſcend 10 Tee, 
and periſh, 1 Sam, xxvi. 10. 

CoMPARE this, ye boaſters of Heathen 
virtue, with the fabled proweſs of Ulyſſes 
and Diomede, or AMexanders rant * of ſcorn- 
ing to ſteal a victory; or what elſe, of whom 
elſe ye pleaſe ; and then exult in your com- 
pariſon ! e 


* I call this a rant, becauſe it was not his true rea- 
ſon for declining to invade Darius's camp by night: 
his true reaſon, if I rightly remember Arrian's account 
of it, was, becauſe in the night chance and tumylt 
reign ; whereas Alexander's dependence for victory was 
upon the fortitude and military ſkill of his army. A 

8 
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As I have nothing in view but the ma- 
nifeſtation of truth, I will not diſſemble, 


that David's character, as a generous enemy, 


hath been greatly impeached, by his laſt 
dying charge to his ſon, in relation to Foab 
and Shimei; on both whom he deſired 


vengeance ſhould be taken for thoſe crimes, 


which he ſeemed to have forgiven in the 
one, by ſuffering them to go ſo long un- 
puniſhed ; and which he expreſly forgave in 
the other, and confirmed that forgiveneſs 
by an oath, that he ſhould not die. | 

To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, That 
'Foab's murders were crimes, which David 
never did forgive; and very probably thought 
he could not, in contradiction to the expreſs 
commands of Gop: and therefore that guilt, 
which he himſelf wanted power to puniſh +, 


I 2 Sam. iii. 28, 29. 39. | 
28. And afterward when David heard it, he ſaid, 1 
and my kingdom are guiltleſs before the Lord for ever, 
from the blood of Abner the ſon of Ner. 

29. Let it reſt on the head of Foab, and on all his 
father's houſe ; and let there not fail from the houſe e 
{oak one that hath an. iſſue, or that is a leper, or that 

e 


leaneth on a ſtaff, or that falleth on the ſword, or that 


lacketh bread. 

39 And I am this day weak, though anointed fing; 
and — the ſons of Zeruiah be too hard for me. The Lord 
ſhall reward the doer of evil according to his wickedneſs. 


and 


f | 
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and Which he only forbore to puniſh, be- 
cauſe he wanted power; he wiſely and reli- 
giouſly recommended to his ſon to expiate, 
by the blood of the offender, that his mig, 
and his kingdom, might be clear of it. 

Tas judicious author of the Apologue. de 
David (Fournal de Trevoux, Tom. 3.) hath 
A conjecture upon this point, which is at 
once very ingenious, and very probable : he 
imagines, that David propoſed the prize of 
the , captain-generalſhip - to the firſt that 
ſhould ſcale the walls of Sion, upon a pro- 
ſpect, that ſomebody elſe might gain that 
prize, and Zoad's authority be diminiſhed by 
that means: 6 but his felicity defeated | the 
deligo. I 
H x, after this, took meaſtites to epoſe 
him, in favour of Anaſa, but Was defeated 
alſo in that deſign, 

Joa was his near kinſman, he was va- 
ies and in other reſpects faithful to him ; 
and David had no perſonal, pique to him 
before the death of Aſalum (and he would 
Have put him to death before that, had he 
been able): What then but duty could ſway 
him, in this conduct, n fo many 25 
Jugices? * i 
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As to the next objection, it is evident, 
that if David had been acted, in this affair 
by a ſpirit of revenge, he would not have 
ſpared Shimei, in the very inſtant of paſſion 
and provocation ; and when he was ſo er- 
neſtly importuned for leave to puniſh him, 
Plutarch reports of Peri cles, that when one 
of the Athenians had railed at him all day, 
and purſued him to his houſe, reviling him, 
Pericles only turned about at the door, md 
calling to one of his ſervants, ordered hith 
to lead that citizen home to his Hooſe. This 
is allowed an extraordinary inſtance of tem- 
per in Pericles; but it muſt be obſerved, 
that his reviler was a fellow-citizen, Davids 
a ſubject, and a rebel: Pericles s conduct 
but aſſerted his ſuperiority | over an idle in- 
fignificant man; David's proclaimed his 
humiliation to Go.p. | 

ST. AMBROSE tells us of Theods us, (> 
obit. 7 heod.) That he looked, i upon it as A 
favour done him, when he Was deſired to 
forgive. Theodefius forgave, when he was 
petitioned] to pardon ; David, when he was 
importuned to punith ; herein imitating the 
mercy of Gop, Who, as Iſaiah expreſſes it, 
war teth that he may be graci our. Fad 2 

| Ui 
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vid copied after any lower pattern, he had 
not ſpared Sbimei, in the very inſtant of 
paſſion and provocation: nor would he af- 
terwards have forgiven him, in the fulneſs of 
proſperity and power. That fulneſs of 
power, which is wont to ſwell other breaſts 
with rancour, at the remembrance of in- 

| juries and inſolence in avenging them, did 
but ſoften and ſweeten his. David's pa- 
tience under Sh:mer's reproaches, is, at once, 
a ſtrong inſtance of heroic magnanimity, 
and fignal reſignation to the will of Go 5. 
He had before conquered great nat ions, by 
his fortitude and conduct, as a captain; and 
heroes and leaders by his perſonal proweſs; 
but he was now yet greater, upon Solomon's 
principles, in ruling his own ſpirit, and 
ſubduing his reſentments to the humiliation 
which he owed to Gop. He very well 
knew how much the remiſſion of perſonal 
injuries became the kingly character, and 
therefore he gave Shimez his life, and con- 
firmed the grant by an oath, But then it 
muſt be remembered, that the obligation of 
this oath was purely perſonal ; for ſo he 
himſelf expliin it, 1 Kings ii. 8. And I 
2 unto him, by the Lord, ſaying, J wofll 
Z 2 not 


— 


340 An Hiſtorical Account of 
not put thee' to death with the ſword. And 
therefore, although David was bound, Solo- 
mon was at full liberty to vindicate the ma- 
jeſty of kings, in chaſtiſing this high inſult 
upon his father, after ſuch a manner as he 
thought fit: nor was there any danger of 
doing this to exceſs, when the chaſtiſement 
was deferred to the calm and cool ſeaſon of 
diſpaſſionate juſtice; when neither paſſion, 
nor perſonal reſentment, could inflame the 
vengeance. David well knew how much 
it became the piety of his character, to 
remit himſelf, and his concerns, to the di- 
vine diſpoſal, throughout the whole courſe 
of his life; but could he, for this reaſon, 
wholly renounce the intereſt of juſtice ? Or 
if he could, he very well knew how dan- 
gerous an example it might be to his ſuc- 
ceſſors, to ſuffer ſuch injuries and inſults upon 
majeſty to paſs unpuniſhed : and therefore, 
when he had acted up to the piety and dig- 
nity of his own character, he very wiſely 
admoniſhed his ſon, to act up to the milo | 
of his. 

AN p here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 
that this reaſoning ſufficiently juſtifies Da- 
vid in this Point, even upon ſuppoſition, 

that 
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that the text is rightly tranſlated, which I 
am, in my private judgment, fully convinced 
it is not: for ſurely the particle Vau (1) 
ought to be rendered here, as in all ſimilar 
caſes, not connectively, but disjunctively. I 


ſhall inſtance only in one caſe, I might men- 


tion many. 

Ass vun“ beſeeches Gop to keep him from 
the extremes both. of poverty and wealth. 

If the particle Yay were to be interpreted 


here connectively, the petition would run 


thus Give me not poverty and riche. 
Every one ſees the abſurdity of this peti- 
tion; and therefore the tranſlators rightly 


rendered it, Give me ' neither [poverty nor 


riches, In the ſame analogy the paſſage in 
queſtion, rightly tranſlated, will ſtand thus: 


Now therefore neither bold him guiltleſs, (far 


thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what thou 


oughteſt to do unto. bim) nor his: boar head | 


bring thou down" to the. grave with blood, 


This advice, in this ſenſe, is full of huma+ 


nity, as well as wiſdom; and Solomon (we 
ſee) underſtood and obſerved it in this _ 
and in no other, | 
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CHAP. XXVI. 
A ſhort Compariſon of D av 1D with 


Alexander, Cæſar, and Scipio. His 
Character concludes this Work. 


Davip compared with Alexander. 


Y purpoſe, in this ſhort eſſay, is not 
to debaſe the ſacred character of 
David by a minute compariſen with men, 
who (with all their vaunts of yalour, and 
military exploits) had little truly heroic or 
excellent in their compoſition ; and that 
little, confined to the ſingle character of 
Scipio. The other two were, at beſt, but 
ſucceſsful and accompliſhed robbers and 
murderers: riot, and vanity, ambition, ir- 
religion, and ſenſuality, diſtinguiſh and ſum 


up the reſt of their character. The only 
Honour, then, that I mean to David in this 


compariſon, is barely to thew, how far he 


1 


ſelves. 


To begin * Alexander is debit 
for a noble inſtance of Abſtinence, recorded 
of 


* 
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of him by Curtius * ; and perhaps the 
nobleſt act of his whole life. W 

Tur king, diſtreſſed with thirſt, meets a 
ſoldier carrying ſome water to the relief of 
his ſons, in like diſtreſs. The generous 
ſoldier offers his prince a part of his trea- 
ſure; he received it, and upon learning for 
whom it was intended, returned it untouched: 
If is too little for all, (ſays Me] and 1 can- 
not bear to be * _ alone. 

Tun king had juſt before beer in ſome 
deſpondency, on account of the diſtreſs his 
army ſuffered in a deſolate country for want 
of water; and his friends beſought him to 
remember, that his fortitude was the only 
ſtay of his fainting forces: and now a noble 
occaſion offered of animating them to patience 
by his own example, and he employed it 
with becoming magnanimity, | 

Tux reader will recollect a like inſtance 
of .David's abſtinence, from- the twenty- 
third'chapter of the ſecond book of Samuel ; 
And = of the thirty chiefs went gown, 
and came to David in the harueft-time, N11 
the cave of Adullam. And the U , the 


* See en ,\ vil. cap. 5. 
3 2 4 Phi: 
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Pbiliſtines pitched in the valley of Rephaim 4 
and David was then in an bold, and the 


. gariſon.of the Philiſtines then in Bethlehem ; 


and David longed, and ſaid, Oh! that 
one would give me to drink of the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, which is by 
the gate]! And the three. mighty men brake 
through the boſt of the Philiſtines, and drew 
water out of the well of Bethlehem, and took 
and brought it to David: nevertheleſs, he 
would not drink thereof, but poured it out 
unto the Lord. And he ſaid, Be it far from 


me, O Tord, that I. ſhould do this ! Is not 
this the blood of the men, that went in jeopardy 


of their li ves ? Therefore | be world not art "7 
it | 


ALEXANDER abſtained in a cn 
where he was maſter, and under the ſecurity 
of being relieved in a few hours. He abſ- 
tained for the ſupport of an army, which 
in all probability had deſponded upon his 


' indulging : nor could he have indulged, | 


without ſome degree of inhumanity to a 
faithful ſoldier, an afflicted father, and his 
fainting children. David abſtained when 
he was in hold, and hemmed in by a mighty 
army, in the ſcorching heat of autumn; 


and 
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and when his relief would, in all probability,” 
have given new life to his companions!” A 
much higher and nobler inſtance of abſti- 
nence, founded upon nobler principles, up- 

on the motives of a moſt generous humg- 
nity, and moſt exalted piety ! What wag 
purchaſed at the hazard of ſuch lives, was 
too precious to be ſacrificed to private grati- 
fication ; and therefore was poured out in 

a thank-offeting to Go D, for their deliver- 
ance. 

Ir we conſider David in the light of his 
perſonal courage, will any hero of antiquity 
exceed him? Will any equal him? _ 

ALEXANDER hath indeed the faireſt 
claim of competition with him ; and yet, I 
think, Alexanders own flattering hiſtorian 
would be forced to give David the preference. 
upon the compariſon. If Alexander flew a 
lion, he flew him, by Curtiuss own account, 
armed *, and at advantage ; and we know, 
that Lyſimachus claimed the honour of being 
his aſſiſtant in the combat: not to inſiſt, 
that Alexander's combat was wanton, and 
out of character, and well deſerved the 
taunt which the Spartan embaſſador threw 


* Curtius, lib. viii. cap. Is 
upon 
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upon him, on that occaſion. David ſub- 
dued his lion (to ſay nothing of the bear) 
fſüngle, and unarmed, and in the duty of his 
| ; and when he had done ſo, he 
took no pride from the merit of his prow- 
eſs ; but gave Gop the, glory of his de- 
liyeranſte. 

Hap Alexander engaged and conqueted 
Porus, (which, by the way, he manifeſtly 
declined, till he found him in flight and 
wounded) as David did Goliab; how had 


| the world been ſhunned with the vaynts; of 


bis own vanity, and the echoes of his flat- 
terers ! David is the ſame ſilent unaſſuming 
man, after his conqueſt, that he was before, 
and rather declines than claims the reward of 
his proweſs ; judging of his real merit, 
and the eſteem: conceived of it by others, by 
that humble opinion which he himſelf enter- 
tained of it. And to ſhew how intirely he 
aſcribed. the ſucceſs of his combat to the 
good - providence and protection of the Al- 
mighty, he hung up the ſword of Goliab, 

the trophy of his m_ in the „ 

of his Go v. 


'* 18am, xvili, 18, Ge. 
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| In one word, David is perhaps the ſingle 
inſtance of great talents untainted by. pride! 


or, to fpeak more properly, of great talents, 


ſignally adorned and illuſtrated by a moſt 
con ſpicuous and exemplary humility l. 
InAvs already mentioned ſome inſtances 
of David's magnanimity : give me leave to 
add another, not ſo intereſting and illuſtrĩous 
at firſt ſight, and yet ſuch as perhaps will 
be found, upon inquiry, no way inferior to 


the greateſt inſtances of heroiſm, recorded 


by antiquity. 


Davy1o, perſecuted by Saul, 8 


ſelf under the protection of his mortal ene- 
my; the protection of Acbiſb king of Gatb: 


that king, whoſe hero he had ſlain, and 


whoſe-armics he had routed, This was 2 
reſolution above the conception of a com- 
mon heart! A reſolution which none but a 
conſummate hero was capable of forming ; 
The generoſity of his own. heart ſuggeſted 
to him, what 
to give him, in the character of a king. He 
well knew, that the protection of a braye 


enemy in diſtreſs, was the nobleſt enſign of 


royalty ; the character and teſt of true glory! 
Achiſh, it is true, had it not (kings are nog 
| always 


reception Achiſo was bound 
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always what they ſhould be): David found 
his error, and changed his conduct; and 
immediately put on that character, to which 
it was natural his preſent condition ſhould 
reduce him: he appeareth mad; and it was 
natural to believe, that the diſtreſſes hie 
endured, might have turned his brain. 
David's character was well known at Gath; 
and perhaps it was an obſervation older than 
Solomon, that Oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man 
mad, The event was anſwerable : Achiſh 
was deluded, and David delivered, | 
- A THINKING reader will, I am per- 
ſuaded, find, in this conduct of David, all 
the magnanimity of Coriolanus, (freed from 


the leven which debaſed it) and all the dexp ; | 


_ of Brutus. — 


Da vID compared with Cæſar. 


Tat ſacred hiſtorian obſerves of David, 
that he was thirty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned forty years ; ſeven 
years and fix months in Hebron, and thirty- 
three in Feruſalem. 


Ir is obvious to obſerye from hence, that Bo 


David was not raiſed to the throne till the 
levity of youth was over; and with that; 
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the pride and ſelf-ſufficiency which is ſo apt 
to overſet it, He was early anointed; to the 
regal office, to inſpire him with noble pur- 
poſes, and a conduct ſuitable to the dignity 
for which he was deſigned; but he was long 
exerciſed in toils and calamities of various 
kinds, before he was put in poſſeſſion of it: 
that he might diſcharge it, under the united 
advantages of more experience, and more 
moderation. And the beſt hiſtorians have 
obſerved, that this hath frequently been. the 
condition and character of the beſt princes, 
An obſervation ſufficiently juſtified by the 
princes of our own, ** well as thoſe of other 
nations. 
Mr Lord Bacon obſeryes of Ceſar, that | 
he firſt encountered a rugged fortune, which 
turned to his advantage: For this (faith that 
noble writer) curbed bis dy and n 
bis induſtry. | 
As Devid had more native and aquired | 
humility. than any mere mortal, the pre- 
vention of pride in him, who was to be a 
perpetual reformer of the world, and inſpirer 
of virtue, was of vaſtly more conſequence 
than the repreſſing of it in Cz/ar,- who n 
only a temporary conqueror. 


* % * 
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CæsAxM, bred u up in luxury and caſe, was 
naturally flothfül, (as lions, tigers, and 
other beaſts of prey, are are, from a noble ap- 
pointment of Providence, found to be) 
though, occafionally, active beyond moſt 
others. David's condition of life inured 
him to early vigilance: inſomuch that acti- 
vity quickly became in him a natural habit. 
And the fequel of his life ſufficiently ſhews, 
of how much conſequence it was to have 
that habit early inſpired and impreſſed upon 
him ; and long cultivated and continued. 
Cz/ar's natural indolence needed all the in- 
citements of ambition, to rouſe him to the 
ruin of his country: David's activity called 
only for thoſe of duty to inſpire hits, to re- 
deem his. 

CsAR is celebrated by all hiſtorians, for 
kis clemency ; becauſe, when poſſeſſed of 
the ſupreme power, he employed it not in 
the gratification of his revenge ; but received 
moſt of thoſe to mercy, that ſued to him for 
n: that is, Cz/ar is celebrated, upon this 

- Kecount, that when he had deſtroyed the 
conſtitution of his country, and uſurped upon 
the liberties of his fellow-citizens, he did not, 
with their liberties, ſtrip all that oppoſed him 

9 
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ef their lives alſo; though many he did. 


Duvid, when he had quelled the moſt un 
gatural and moſt unjuſt rebellion that evet 
Was raifed againft a rightful, a lawful, 4 j0 
A wiſe, and à good king; received the 


1 once, without making 


rebellion, Here then is the difference: 


is celebrated for not copying the cruelty of 
for 


Markds and S Dan is! 


3 it 513 4570 p 4 Os "bv BY wh 3114 


6 * 


| 4. en Wwe enen with Scipio. 4193 
Tür eafly ſcenes of Seipib the eldet's 


| tfeannot' 12 to render Hitt an object of 


dhe Hip heft adtmiration atid'effeem to all that 
Wh true fortitude, hd ttue patriotiſtn! 
kat particalatly (after the Feld of Cum) 
th wi rhe with 4 moſt "glorious reſolutiofl, 
and berole ardour of foul, he” arreſted the 
Aelperate coufifels of ſome of the ybung 
Ret nobility, Who were deliberating about 
delerung thelr country; and, with his dran 
woörd at their breaſts, forced them into a 
age gong to abide. by it, and ſupport 
* reer n Fil Leer 

9 


number of his rebellions ſubjects into mee 
one fingle fact 
Rice, either to vengcance, or the tertot ef 
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Luar me but: briefly obſerve, that, the 
5 thus influenced by Scipio, were 
young, noble, and ſufficiently intereſted in 
the well-being of their country. And now 
let, the candid: reader indulge me in recol⸗ 
lecting a ſhort tranſaction already noticed 
in the life of David, wholly. referring, it to 
bis own. judgment and ingenuity, 10 auf 
and apply, as he thinks proper... 
1» Day, driven into exile, by the joint 
ingratitude and injuſtice of his country and 
his prince, became the c mon refuge of 
the diſtreſſed, the indebted, the diſcon- 
tented : And hr did he employ all theſe ? 
Was it in the common way of gratifying 
their vices, . and; his own, revenge? Quite 
ie is ib 9 0 care Was, to place his 


3,and tha 
Was Tearee:s gur, "when oy, 7 057 of his 
country called for his aid. Keilab Was be⸗ 
ſieged by the Philiftines, the country . 
ravaged, ; and the threſhiy e-floors robbe ech: 
, intent upon ie ** HE 


TN. oath ee. ere, 


This tn "ol for vengeance upon David, 
s beautifully expreſſed in that attitude in which he and 


2 m are painted in the text, 1 Sam. Xii. 6. = 
dau 
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every thing büt the purſuit of David; 

whilſt David, careleſs of his own ſafety, 
imployed his power no otherwiſe than in 
influencing all thoſe ſour and exaſperated 
ſpirits, who had now no property, and, of 
conſequence, no intereſt, in the well. being of 
their country, into one common care and 
concern for its ſafety; to the double danger 
of their own lives from the Philiſtines be- 
fore them, and Saul behind. And theres 
fore, hen Devi urged them to this glorious 
enterprize, their anſwer was very natural: 
Behold, cos be afraid lere in Fudah;: how 
much more then, if we come to Keilab againſt" 
the armies of the Pbiliſtines? They were 
in ſufficient danger from one enemy, where 
they were; and could it be leſs than deſperate 
raſnhneſs, tu thruſt themſelves between two? 
David d infſuence prevailed» And certainly 
nothing but / the higheſt veneration of the; 
ſuperior proweſs, wildam: and: magnauimity 
of their leader, could ſwWay them to ſo 
2 mn — _ * . 
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abſtinence ; he gained an alliance of great 
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nor was their confidence miſplaced; they 
fought, they defeated the Phil;ftines with a 
great flaughtes ; they ſpoiled their enemies, 
and they ſaved their country. elk call 
Hap David been aHeathen hero, with 
what endleſs praiſes had this unparallelled 
inſtance of patriotiſm. been pealed in our 
F men haye ever won more glory, 
by any act of heroiſm, than Scipio by one 
inſtance of temperance, in abſtaining (in the 
prime of youth) from a fair captive of great. 
quality, whom the chance of war had put 
into his. power; and reſtoring her, untouched. 
and unranſomed, to a prince, to whom ſhe. 
was affianced. It hath hitherto made no 
part of David's praiſe, that he treated Ai 


* 


4 o - - 
concerned in his 


virtue. Scipio's policy was 


conſequence by it: David conſulted nd in- 
tereſt in his abſtinence,” but that af virtue. 
Sr abſtained, | where. gratitude-muſt; 


make him a friend: David, where ingra-: 
titude had made him an enemy. Scipio 


loved her to diſtraction: in David's caſe, 
1011 e + 1 .14o 7 
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it might be inſiſted, that a brute, and a 
fool, was incapable of love. The fame 
compaſſion and humanity that pleaded 
for reſtoring his ſpouſe to Allucio, might 
be pleaded for not reſtoring Abigail to 
Nabal. 
IVx the laſt place, Allucio's ſpouſe might 
be fair, yet not deſirable in the eyes of Sci. 
pio: the event ſufficiently ſhews, that Abi. 9 
gail was very amiable in the eyes of David, 3 — 
IN one word, poli policy, Y, human 8 com- 
paſſion, and, it may be, indifference, pleaded 
for the ne of Scipio ; ; duty only for 
that of David. - | ae 
Bur, after all, it muſt be owned, that 
there is one objection to David's character, 
both in point of humility and patriotiſm ; T 
mean, the calamity derived upon his country, 
by his vain numbering of the people. 
 ApM1r this the effect of a criminal va- 
nity, (tho' it might as well have been the 
effect of true piety and gratitude to Gop *) 
yet muſt it be allowed, that no vanity _= 


* This criminal conduct of David, will, however, 
in my humble opinion, receive ſome alleviation from 
that declaration of his being moved to it, through God's 

Aa 2 anger 
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be more natural to the human heart; no de- 
luſion could be more tempting to a man 
raiſed from obſcurity, than a deſire of know- 
ing the extent of that royal power, to which 
he was exalted. And ſhall one tranſgreflion 
of this kind impeach a character eſtabliſhed 
by the tenor of life? Gop forbid! But 
however this may be deemed, by ſuperficial 
and libertine ſpirits, to affect him in point of 
humility, the praiſe of his patriotiſm is 
undoubtedly raiſed by it; inaſmuch as he 
evidently intended no evil to his people, in 
that account he ordered to be taken of them. 
And when he found- it came upon them, 
he, with a generoſity far tranſcending that 
either of a Decius, or a Codrus, offered not 
only himſelf, but his whole family alſo, to 
be devoted to deſtruction in their ſtead 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 17.): And David ſpake unto 
the Lord, when he ſaw the angel that ſmote 
the People; and ſaid, Lo, r have finned, 

and I have done wickedly; but theſe ſheep, 

| awhat have they done? Let thine hand, I pray 


anger kindled againſt that people, 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. and 
as their antecedent fins had drawn this judgment upon 
them, their ſubſequent neglect of the — in 
that caſe required, was, in all probability, a great 
N of it. See £xod, xxx. 12. and ſubſequent 
verſes 


thee, 
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thee, be againſt * 1 a my father's 


houſe. 
Von the 2 Davids 8. is a character 
which ſtands ſingle, in the accounts of the 


ui. 6 equally. eminent; and unrivalled. 


Fo R, not to inſiſt upon his great perſonal - 
accompliſhments, ſuch as beauty, ſtature, 
ſtrength, ſwiftneſs, and eloquence ; his 
character is ſufficiently , diſtinguiſhed by 
the nobleſt qualities, endowments, and 
events, 

ExaLTED from an humble ſhepherd. to 
a mighty monarch, without the leaſt tin- 
cure of pride, diſdain, or envy ! Quite 
otherwiſe, remarkably humble in exaltation; 
or rather, humbled by it ! Exalted' un- 


envied ! Exalted himſelf, and equally exalt- . 


ing the ſtate he ruled: railing it from con- 
tempt, poverty, and oppreſſion, to wealth, 

dignity, and ſway! A man experienced in 
every viciſſitude of fortune and life, and 
equal to them all! Throughly tried in ad- 
verſity, and tempted by ſucceſs ! yet ſtill 
ſuperior! Cruelly and unjuſtly perſecuted, 

yet not to be provoked even to juſt revenge 
In the ſaddeſt and ſuddeneſt reverſe of for- 
tune, depreſſed by nothing but the remem+ 


. | 


O. 
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| brance of guilt; and, in conſequence of that, 


unhumbled to any thing but Goo 

To ſum up all; A true believer, and zea- 
lous adorer, of Gop; teacher of his law 
and worſhip, and inſpirer of his praiſe! A 
glorious example, a perpetual and inexhauſti- 
ble fountain, of true piety! A conſummate 
and unequalled hero, a ſkilful and a fortu- 
nate captain! A ſteady patriot, a wiſe ruler, 


a faithful, a generous, and a magnanimous 


friend ! And, what is yet rarer, a no leſs 
generous and magnanimous enemy ! A true 
penitent, a divine muſician, a ſublime poet, 
and an inſpired prophet ! By birth a pea- 
ſant, by merit a prince] In youth, a hero; 


in manhood, a ann in age, a faint! 


3 
Tus is DA vip: What * are, 


their own revilings tell. 0, 


De END. 
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